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Panel to set fees, number of temporary outdoor seats
Continued from Page A1
submitted at the time of the
approval.
If a business changes its
outdoor-seating plan and a
change has occurred in the
outdoor-seating ordinance,
the business would need
to comply with the current
ordinance, he said.
Monzo said the sense he
received from the business
community was if money
were being contributed as a
user fee from temporary outdoor seats to a city fund to
create more parking, it was
better than having outdoorseating fees go into the city’s
general fund.
“We calculated a fee
based on the average meter
revenue,” he said.
City regulations require
one parking space for every
four restaurant seats. Monzo said temporary outdoor
seats may not have the same
intensity of use. The ordinance calls for one parking
space for eight temporary
seats.
An annual fee of $1,200
would be assessed for each
parking space based on meter revenue representing
eight temporary seats, he
said.
“That fee would go into the
city’s parking trust account
and that would be used for
the sole purposes of finding
alternative parking areas
including any engineering and feasibility studies,”
Monzo said.
The proposed ordinance
would limit a business to
a number of temporary
outdoor seats equal to 25
percent of the establishment’s approved seats. For
example, an establishment
that has 200 approved seats
could have 50 temporary
outdoor seats, Monzo said.
He said any new site plan
application should include

temporary outdoor seating
on the plan.
Committee member Curtis Bashaw said if the policy
were to get as much money
as possible to get a parking
structure built quickly, the
city may not want to cap outdoor seating at 25 percent if
enough space were available
at a business.
City Manager Bruce MacLeod said the maximum
amount a parking meter can
produce annually, if in constant use, is $2,160. Bashaw
said the outdoor-seating fee
amounted to about $200 per
seat.
“If I had a temporary
seat where a server actively
managed the seat, $200 may
be fine. But if I have an Adirondack chair in front of
Congress Hall where someone occasionally goes with
a glass of wine purchased
at our bar, it doesn’t pay,”
he said.
He asked if he needed to
put a sign on the Adirondack
chair stating a customer was
not allowed sit there if they
have a beverage.
“I think that whether it’s
consumed or served is an
interesting consideration,”
Bashaw said.
Montreal Inn owner Larry
Hirsch said a fee of $200
per temporary outdoor seat
seemed high “given all the
variables.”
MacLeod said a few businesses have been approved
to take chairs from inside
their restaurant outside. He
said if a restaurant were
approved for 200 seats, it
would be allowed 50 temporary outdoor seats but is
already entitled to take 50
seats outside.
“If you apply the straight
formula, now is that person
going to have 50 approved
seats for outside or are they
going to end up with 100
because I’m already entitled

County tech school offering
high school diploma testing
CAPE MAY COURT
HOUSE — The Cape May
County Technical School is
an approved testing site for
the administration of the
High School Equivalency
test (HSE), formerly known
as the GED, which provides
an opportunity for individuals to earn a state-endorsed
high school diploma by demonstrating competency in five
subject areas: math, writing,
reading, science and social
studies.
All HSE testing in New Jersey is now computer-based,
allowing for faster access to
scores. Applicants must be at
least 16 years old, a resident
of New Jersey and not currently enrolled in high school.
The testing fee is $92.
The HSE test is generally administered twice per
month at the Cape May County Technical School. Visit
capemaytech.com for the
complete testing schedule.
Initial test applicants will be
scheduled for an orientation/
registration one week prior
to the selected testing date.
Individuals that would like
to schedule a retest in any
subject area are not required
to attend an orientation. All
five tests can be completed
in two test sessions of about
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five hours each. Retest schedules are determined by subject area. In addition, the
CMCTS offers HSE preparation classes, free of charge,
for individuals interested in
improving their academic
skills prior to taking the HSE
exam. Classes are available
at the Wildwood One Stop
Career Center and Atlantic
Cape Community College’s
Cape May Court House campus. Those interested in the
HSE preparation program
should call (609) 380-0200,
ext. 644.
Those who would like additional information about the
HSE or who are interested in
registering for the HSE at the
Cape May County Technical
School may visit the Adult
Education Office in person,
located in Room #145 of the
Tozour “100” Building, adjacent to Parking Lot C, or call
(609) 380-0242.

to 50 and mathematically
I get another 50?” asked
MacLeod.
Monzo said an exception
could be created in the ordinance’s definition of a seat
for seats in which beverages
are not served but just consumed. He said most businesses would provide full
service anywhere on site.
MacLeod said some businesses in town have incrementally added seats for
which approval has not been
sought.
“Something has to be decided in regards to how
those individuals move forward,” he said.
If a business has a mercantile license stating the
establishment is entitled to
20 seats, those are not being applied for under the
temporary seating provision,
MacLeod said.
“If you’ve got 20 more
that aren’t entered on the
mercantile license, you need
to make an application under
this new language for these
other 20 seats,” he said.
Monzo said if a business
has 20 seats not on its mercantile license application,
the applicant would not necessarily meet the conditions
to get 20 seats approved under the proposed ordinance.
He said the applicant would
exceed the 25 percent rule
and the seats may not be
covered by the ordinance.
“This ordinance only addresses those seats that are
not part of full dining service, restaurant tables and
chairs,” Monzo said.
MacLeod said he did
not know if the ordinance
would solve various code
enforcement-related issues.
Monzo said the ordinance
was not meant to allow non-

conforming restaurant seats
to come into compliance. He
said an issue was whether a
grandfather clause would
be created for existing temporary seats and would the
city only grandfather the
number of temporary seats
but require full compliance
with all other aspects of the
ordinance including paying
an annual fee.
“This ordinance isn’t going to be an eraser that will
clean the slate for every violation that has taken place
in the past and start anew,”
committee member Jules
Rauch said. “The violations
that are in existence need to
be cleaned up.”
Michael Slawek, an owner of the Ugly Mug and
Delany’s on the Washington
Street Mall, suggested a
tiered structure for fees for
temporary outdoor seats
with a lower fee for a seat
where the customer would
just be served a glass of
wine.
Mahaney said most establishments in town have approvals mainly through the
planning and zoning boards
that stipulate the number of
seats for dining.
“I think that is the legally
defensible number,” he said.
Whether or not the mercantile licenses have the
proper number of seats on
them or whether city employees properly checked
them, the mercantile license
is not an approval process
for zoning, Mayor Edward
Mahaney said, adding that
he did not agree the ordinance should be geared to
creating a grandfathering
clause for existing seats.
Monzo said the committee
must determine the percentage of temporary outdoor

seating allowed in relation
to total approved seats, the
annual fee per seat and
whether there are any additional exceptions to what
is considered temporary
seating.
He noted the city’s Parking Trust Fund would not

cover the costs of building
a parking garage. Mahaney
said the funds would likely
be used for a feasibility
study.
The Outdoor Seating Committee’s next meeting is
scheduled for 1 p.m. Aug. 23
in the City Hall auditorium.

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

OPEN DAILY
Bar Open at 4pm
Dinner from 5pm
615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

®

Dinner, Cocktails &
LIVE PIANO MUSIC
7 days a week!

Early Diners’ Prix Fixe

$22

5 pm to 5:30 pm
two course, $23 three course

Cape May Stage Dinner and a Show
$60 for ticket and 3 course prix fixe dinner

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19TH
thru SUNDAY, AUGUST 21ST

FRESH NEW ENGLAND
COD FILLET
$7.95/LB.
MACARONI AND CHEESE
WITH LOBSTER MEAT
$6.50/EACH
*See music schedule in “Sea & Do” -never a cover!
106 Decatur Street at Columbia Avenue, Cape May

Reservations: 609.884.8363 or
online at www.merioninn.com

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19TH
thru SATURDAY, AUGUST 20TH

BROILED FLOUNDER,
CRABCAKE AND
SHRIMP PLATTER
served with baked potato or
french fries & coleslaw
$12.95
FRIED FLOUNDER,
CRABCAKE AND
SHRIMP PLATTER
served with baked potato or
french fries & coleslaw
$12.95

Your Discount is Today's Date

LEARN TO KNIT
daily 1 & 6 PM

Follow us on FACEBOOK
315 Ocean Street • Cape May

609-898-8080

AUG 19th THRU AUG 25th

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242
Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799
** War Dogs R 11:15, 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:00
** 2D Ben-Hur PG-13 1:40, 4:20, 7:00
** 3D Ben-Hur PG-13 11:00, 9:45
** 2D Kubo & The Two Strings PG
11:30, 2:00, (6:50)
** 3D Kubo & The Two Strings PG 4:30, (9:20)
** Mechanic Resurrection R [7:00, 9:20]
Thursday Premier
** 2D Pete's Dragon PG 11:20, 1:45, 6:40, 9:10
** 3D Pete's Dragon PG 4:10
** Suicide Squad PG-13 10:50, 1:35, 4:25,
7:10, 9:55
** Sausage Party R 11:50, 2:20, (5:00, 7:40, 9:50)
The Secret Life of Pets PG 11:10, 1:20,
4:00, 6:30, 9:00
Bad Moms R 11:40, 2:10, 4:50, (7:20, 9:40)
** Don't Breathe R [7:20, 9:40] Thursday Premier
** No Passes • ( ) Fri - Wed • [ ] Thursday

HOT
COMBO

2 BBQ CLAMS
2 CLAMS CASINO
2 OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER
$7.95
Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064

e Loter House
FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY

www.thelobsterhouse.com

