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WEST CAPE MAY — Pre-
dictions for the year 2050 
were the subject of a presen-
tation by Jack Heide from 
The College of New Jersey 
at the May 11 borough com-
mission work session. 

Heide’s project initially 
offers help to municipalities 
by mapping the future of 
coastal towns and predict-
ing what would happen 
if a major storm hit the 
area in 2050. That year was 
chosen because that would 
be the average length of a 
mortgage established now, 
according to Heide.

He said predictions show 
the borough heavily fl ooded 
even though it does not have 
a beachfront. The program 
is working with a grant 
from the National Wildlife 
Federation and the Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection to help 20 coastal 
towns including Cape May 
and Cape May Point. 

Manager of the Resiliency 
Program of the Sustainabil-
ity Institute at the college, 
Heide outlined three steps 
the borough could do to 
avoid disastrous flooding. 
He also showed how doing 
so would lead the borough 
to qualify for certifi cation 
by Sustainable Jersey.  

Sustainable Jersey is a 
nonprofi t organization that 
provides tools, training and 
fi nancial incentives to sup-
port communities as they 
pursue sustainability pro-
grams. The organization 
supports community ef-
forts to reduce waste, cut 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and improve environmental 
equity. Certifi cation will be 
in line with the DEP tool 
Going to Resiliency (GTR) 
and qualify the borough for 
grants and bonds. 

The first step for GTR 
is to hold meetings with a 
committee of the municipal-
ity to assess vulnerability 
when storms fl ood the area 
as sea levels rise with cli-
mate change. The Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency predicts that by 
2050, the rise will be 1.3 feet 
at high tide. 

The second is to list the 
assets of the borough, in-
cluding emergency pre-
paredness with regard to 
the municipal offi ces, fi re 
stations, police and evacu-
ation routes with regard 
to bridges and roadways. 
Assessment of farms, open 
space and wetlands would 
also be included. Natural 
assets include anything 
important to the commu-
nity. Amenities such as 
historic buildings, schools 

and grocery stores would be 
included to determine the 
level of fl ooding that would 
be possible. Assessment 
would include the effects on 
these structures in the event 
of a storm. 

The third is to engage 
technical assistance from 
experts from organizations 
working with the program. 
The Jacques Cousteau Nat-
ural Estuaries Reserve and 
the Barnegat Bay Partner-
ship are included, as are 
several area colleges. He 
referenced the web site pre-
pareyourcommunity.com as 
outlining how to proceed to-
ward GTR. The commission 
will present a resolution to 
join the Resiliency Program 
at its next meeting. 

The fourth step is to enlist 
experts to propose a plan.

 “It is a great idea. Too 
often we think that we know 
our problems and don’t do 
anything about it. We think 
we are going to solve them 
but we don’t do anything 
about it. What kind of plans 
are we going to make ac-
cording to a master plan 
to get a plan to prioritize 
what the issues are and see 
what the impact is going 
to be even from a capital 
improvement program to 
go after grants? This kind of 
information with the differ-
ent kinds of expertise is only 

a bonus for you. It will pre-
pare the borough as to what 
is coming down,” Borough 
Engineer Ray Roberts said.

Christina Davis and Di-
ane Stopyra also presented 
their plan to provide run-
ning tours of the Cape May 
area. 

Run Cape is a touring 
company for runners who 
desire to run in small groups 
and get to know an area. It 
is a niche market appealing 
to runners in small groups, 
according to Davis and 
Stopyra. They have chosen 
to base their business in 
West Cape May. Approved 
operation in West Cape 
May would allow them to 
operate in the borough and 
neighboring communities.   

Since they do not require 
a storefront, a mercantile 
license is not necessary, ac-
cording to Borough Solicitor 
Frank Corrado. He said the 
only requirement to operate 
is by a resolution of Borough 
Commission. Corrado said 
he would draw up a resolu-
tion and stipulate that the 
runners be no more than 10 
with a group leader and the 
hours of operation be from 
dawn to dusk. The resolu-
tion will also be introduced 
for fi rst reading at the June 
22 meeting of the commis-
sioners.

At the commissioners’ 

regular meeting, an amend-
ment to the zoning code 
regarding porches was in-
troduced. The amendment 
eliminates lot coverage 
requirements. A second 
reading and public hearing 
is scheduled for June 22. 

With no reports from the 
commissioners, the meeting 
ended with a lengthy closed 
session that addressed 
pending litigation with Wil-
low Creek Farm and Winery 
and negotiations with the 
construction offi ce.  

Beach Shack call for 49 
spaces for self-parking out 
of 79 parking spaces in the 
rear of the property.

“We would have to be 
over 62 percent occupancy 
to even need to stack the 
cars,” Bashaw said. “In the 
summer, that’s generally the 
case. We hope so or it would 
be a bad summer.”

Attorney Eric Garrabrant, 
representing homeowners 
in the adjacent Heritage 
Triangle Homeowners Asso-
ciation and Seaboard Walk 
Condominium Association, 
questioned if the parking 
spaces along Beach Avenue 
would be metered. Bashaw 
said that decision belonged 
to City Council. He said 
those spots would be re-
served for public use, with 
hotel parking on the proper-
ty. A number of homeowners 
from the two condominium 
developments were seated 
in the audience.

Vince Orlando, engineer 
for the project, said only 
one curb cut exists on Heri-
tage Lane at the rear of the 
property used for a loading 
dock and trash collection. 
He said trucks back down 
Heritage Lane because it is 
very narrow.

Orlando said he met with 
county planners who liked 
the idea of creating 24 addi-
tional parking spaces for the 
neighborhood along the curb 
line of Beach Avenue and 
eliminating 34 spaces that 
require motorists to back 
out onto the busy road. He 
said the hotel would have 41 
spaces in front with 17 spac-
es within the site that would 
be moved 20 feet to remove 
them from the county right 
of way with a 20-foot drive-
way, which would fall not 
only on the hotel property 
but also within the county 
right of way.

Mayor Edward Mahaney, 
a Planning Board member, 
said the county had not yet 
approved the new parking 
plan within its right of way. 
He said the city’s fi re chief 
had a number of concerns 
for fi ghting fi res in the com-
plex after viewing the plans.

The mayor questioned 
whether space remained 
on Beach Avenue to allow a 
bicycle lane. Orlando said 20 

feet was available from the 
centerline to the curb line of 
Beach Avenue, which could 
accommodate a bike lane. 

He said the applicant was 
seeking four bulk variances 
from the board. The expan-
sion of the building on the 
southwest corner of the site 
would require two setback 
variances. Orlando said the 
setback from the front prop-
erty line to the closest point 
along the right of way is 18 
feet, an existing condition 
that is being expanded to 20 
feet, requiring a variance.

The setback along the 
southwest property line 
is 6 feet where 10 feet is 
required, an expansion of a 
current nonconforming con-
dition requiring a sideyard 

variance, he said. A variance 
is being sought for the trash 
enclosure with no setback 
where 10 feet is required. 
Lot coverage would be de-
creased from 88 percent to 
86 percent, while the city’s 
maximum standard is 75 
percent thus requiring a 
variance, Orlando said. 

He said the hotel current-
ly has 88 parking spaces on 
site while the city requires 
140 spaces. Plans call for 89 
spaces on site and 24 spaces 
offsite adjacent to the prop-

erty for a total of 113 spaces. 
Nehmad said the 24 spaces 
would be along Beach Av-
enue in the public right of 
way with parking meters.

Traffi c consultant for the 
project David Shropshire 
said the renovated hotel 
would have minimal impact 
on traffi c near the site. Ad-
ditional testimony will be 
heard at the May 24 meet-
ing  from the project’s ar-
chitect and Planning Board 
engineer as well as public 
comment. 

For Tickets & Information  
609-884-9563 or 609-884-9565

DiscoverCapeMayNJ.com

Tickets are $38 each plus $4 facility fee
*Tickets are $45 each, plus $4 facility fee 

**Tickets are $20 each, $15 for Seniors, $10 each for groups of 10+

All concerts begin at 8pm

JUNE 27  RITA COOLIDGE

JULY 11  RHONDA VINCENT AND THE RAGE

JULY 18  CHUBBY CHECKER

JULY 25  THE HIT MEN  
Starring Legendary Performers with Frankie Valli, Carole King,  

Cat Stevens, Tommy James & More! 

AUGUST 1  THE SPINNERS

AUGUST 8  THE NEW CHRISTY MINSTRELS

AUGUST 15  THE 5TH DIMENSION  
FEATURING FLORENCE LARUE

AUGUST 22  HUGH PANARO WITH THE CAPE MAY POPS

AUGUST 27  PHILADELPHIA BOYS CHOIR & CHORALE**

2016 
Summer Concert 

Series
CAPE MAY CONVENTION HALL

SATURDAY MAY 28
TANYA TUCKER*

Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064
e Loter House

FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com

FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER
Served with baked potato
or french fries & cole slaw

(regular price $11.75)

$6.95 EACH
Good Only Wednesday, May 18, 2016

at the Take-Out counter

FRIDAY, MAY 20TH

thru SUNDAY, MAY 22ND

FRIDAY, MAY 20TH

thru SATURDAY, MAY 21ST

BROILED LOBSTER TAIL 
AND CRABCAKE PLATTER

served with baked potato or 
french fries & cole slaw

$13.95

FRIED OYSTER PLATTER
served with baked mac & cheese

and stewed tomatoes
$11.95

®

®

FRESH TUNA
$9.95/LB.

MAC AND CHEESE WITH
LOBSTER MEAT

$6.50/EACH

OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER
$7.95

Changing your 
subscription 
address?

Changing your 

Please include your name, phone number, old address, and new address.

Email your address change to

THE NATION’S OLDEST SEASHORE RESORT SINCE 1854

Ocean City Sentinel

THE NATION’S OLDEST SEASHORE RESORT SINCE 1854

THE NATION’S OLDEST SEASHORE RESORT SINCE 1854

Ocean City Sentinel

Ocean City Sentinel Upper Township Sentinel

Summer Publications

Summer Publications

Summer Publications

Summer Publications

The Sentinel of SOMERS POINT
LINWOOD and NORTHFIELD

THE NATION’S OLDEST SEASHORE RESORT SINCE 1854

Ocean City Sentinel Upper Township Sentinel The Sentinel of SOMERS POINT
LINWOOD and NORTHFIELD

the  at
cmaddresschange@gmail.com

7 Ocean St., Cape May        800-582-5933        innofcapemay.com

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Bar • Beachfront Porch • Happy Hour

 New Vegan & Vegetarian 
Section on the Menu!

 New Vegan & Vegetarian 
Section on the Menu!

Casual Oceanfront Dining in Victorian Cape May

Cape May Restaurant Week... June 5-12
3 Courses - Lunch $15 - Dinner $35 per person (excl. tax & tip)

7 Ocean St., Cape May        800-582-5933        innofcapemay.com

** 2D Angry Birds  PG 11:30, 1:50, 7:00
** 3D Angry Birds PG 4:20, 9:20
** Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising R 11:50, 2:30, 5:00, 

7:40, 9:55
** Nice Guys R 11:20, 2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 10:05
** Money Monster R 11:00, 2:00, 4:30, 7:20, 9:45
2D Captain America: Civil War  PG-13 11:10, 

12:00, 2:40, 3:20, 6:20, (6:50), 9:30
3D Captain America: Civil War PG-13 (10:00)

** 2D Alice Through the Looking Glass PG 
[7:00] Thursday Premier

** 3D Alice Through the Looking Glass PG 
[9:30] Thursday Premier

The Jungle Book PG 11:00, 11:40. 1:40, 2:20, 
4:10, (4:40), 6:40, (7:10), 9:00

Mother's Day PG-13 (9:35)
** 2D X-Men: Apocalypse PG-13 

[7:00] Thursday Premier
** 3D X-Men: Apocalypse PG-13 

[10:10] Thursday Premier

MAY 20th THRU MAY 26th

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

** No Passes • ( ) Fri - Wed • [ ] Thursday

315 Ocean Street • Cape May
609-898-8080

FIBERARTS
YARN SHOP
We’ll get you excited about YARN!

OPEN 7 DAYS
10AM TO 5PM

Follow us on FACEBOOK

SEASHORE KNITTING
THEMES

Sailboat Hoodie's, Seashell Afghan,
Lighthouse Bath Set
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Resiliency expert paints bleak future for West Cape May

Motel
Continued from Page A1


