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LT awards $57,000 for feasibility study 
for building aquatic center at airport

City may revisit dog ban on Washington Street 

By JACK FICHTER 
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS – Lower Town-
ship Council awarded a 
$57,500 contract April 12 
to Lan Associates for a fea-
sibility study to build an 
aquatic center with two 
indoor pools at the county 
airport.

The resolution notes an 
Aquatic Evaluation Com-
mittee has been established. 
Lan Associates broke down 
costs as $3,500 for project 
kick-off, $5,500 for a market 
analysis, $8,000 for public 
outreach, $22,500 for pro-
gramming phase, $12,500 
for operation analysis and 
$5,500 for a fi nal report.

Council voted unanimous-
ly one year ago to explore 
the possibility of building an 
aquatic center.  Last month, 
Township Manager Jim 
Ridgway said the township 
was seeking a feasibility 
study for a swimming pool 
along with a therapy pool. 
He said county open space 
funds could be available for 
the center. 

In other business, council 
approved a shared services 
agreement with the city 
of Cape May to allow the 
Lower Township Recre-
ation Department to use 
the new soccer fi eld in La-
fayette Street Park. Mayor 
Erik Simonsen said Lower 
Township was overloaded 
with soccer program par-
ticipants. He said Cape May 
youth are allowed to par-
ticipate in Lower Township 
recreation activities. 

“It’s a great partnership 
and we appreciate it,” he 
said.

The agreement does not 
call for any exchange of 
money, but Lower Township 
will reimburse Cape May 
for all maintenance costs 
caused by its use beyond 
normal wear and tear.

Lower Township Recre-
ation Department will be 
permitted to use the La-
fayette Street Park soccer 
field for its youth soccer 
program between March 
29 and May 27 from 5 to 
7:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Saturdays.

Council authorized elec-
tronic payments for emer-
gency dispatch services 

from the county. Lower 
Township will pay $600,000 
for 9-1-1 dispatch services 
in four quarterly payments 
of $150,000.

The township was award-
ed $2,400 from the Joint In-

surance Fund as a result of 
outstanding performance in 
the 2016 JIF Safety Incen-
tive Program. The incen-
tive program was designed 
to foster a safety attitude 
among JIF members and to 

promote the safety objec-
tives of the fund. 

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY – Seeing dogs 
walking on the Washington 
Street Mall is as common as 
seeing tourists in fl ip fl ops 
eating ice cream cones. The 
problem is a city ordinance 
prohibits dogs from the 
mall.

At an April 18 City Coun-
cil meeting, Police Chief 
Tony Marino said his de-
partment received several 
complaints during Easter 
weekend about dogs on the 
mall. He said he and Lt. 
Dekon Fashaw met with 
members of the business 
improvement district (BID).

“Surprisingly, there is a 
split amongst the business 
district as to pros and cons 
about having dogs on the 
mall,” Marino said. 

He said offi cers did not 
find any issues with dogs 
during the Easter weekend.

“I did go back as far as 
2014 in our old system to 
see whether we had a whole 

lot of complaints about dog 
attacks or people and dog is-
sues…” Marino said. “Typi-
cally it’s just a municipal 
ordinance violation that we 
deal with on the mall.”

Very few complaints have 
been registered about vi-
cious or barking dogs on the 
mall, he said.

Marino said in speak-
ing to the president of the 
BID, he discovered a vote 
took place in the past for a 
recommendation to allow 
dogs on the mall. He said 
the BID attempted to pres-
ent the results to previous 
city councils but it never 
was presented to a full body 
of council. He said council 
may want to address the 
issue. 

“I know that we have 
changing times now with 
dogs; they are more a part of 
families than they ever used 
to be,” Marino said.

The police department 
has very strict guidelines 
as far as how it may inquire 
and identify if an animal is 

a service dog or comfort 
dog. He said the public was 
aware of rules pertaining to 
service dogs and when offi -
cers approach a person with 
a dog on the mall, the party 
may claim it is a service dog 
or comfort dog.

Marino said a number 
of businesses on the mall 
encouraged dogs to visit the 
mall and some bring their 
dogs to their shops. 

 “It’s something that we 
may want to revisit this as 
a community, just to see if 
there is a compromise that 
can be had,” he said.

The BID stated it would 
be willing to provide com-
fort stands with bags and 
cleanup material for dogs 
on the mall, Marino said.

Police would primarily 
be concerned with a dog 
attack, he said.

Marino said his biggest 
concern as a parent and 
dog owner would be a child 
being attacked by a dog. He 
said the issue also existed 
on the Promenade.

Councilman Roger Furlin 
inquired if any dog bites 
have occurred on the mall. 
Marino said there were no 
incidents. He said most 
dog bites were found east 
of Madison Avenue and 
generally involved dogs 
escaping from their homes 
and attacking other dogs. 
Bites to human were usually 
received by an owner of a 
dog attempting to break up 
a dog fi ght, he said. 

Councilwoman Bea Pes-
sagno acknowledged there 
was a “deep divide” on the 
issue of dogs on the mall 
from BID members. Ma-
rino said society’s attitude 
towards dogs has changed 
drastically during the past 
fi ve to 10 years.

City Solicitor Frank Cor-
rado said the city must ask 
itself how enforceable a 
dog ban would be. He said 
any time a police officer 
approaches someone, it 
raises search and seizure 
questions under the Fourth 
Amendment. 

John Cooke/CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
Shoppers on the Washington Street Mall bring along their 
four-legged companion in spite of the dog ban. Some mer-
chants want dogs allowed on the mall.

FEASTING 
ON HISTORY  
Tuesday, May 2nd at 6pm   

NASW Aviation Museum at Cape May Airport

Sample signature entrees, dishes & desserts 
from over 30 of your favorite local restaurants, 

distilleries, wineries & breweries!

Tickets: $85/person or $800 for a table of ten.
For tickets, please call 609.898.2300 x10

Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064
e Loter House

FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com

FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER
Served with baked potato
or french fries & cole slaw

(regular price $12)

$6.95 EACH
Good Only Wednesday, April 26, 2017

at the Take-Out counter

FRIDAY, APRIL 28TH

thru SUNDAY, APRIL 30    TH

FRIDAY, APRIL 28TH

thru SATURDAY, APRIL 29TH

BROILED STUFFED 
SHRIMP WITH CRABMEAT

PLATTER
served with baked potato or 

french fries & coleslaw
$11.95

FRIED OYSTER PLATTER
served with baked mac & cheese

and stewed tomatoes
$12.25

®

®

FRESH NEW ENGLAND
FLOUNDER

$8.95/LB.

CONCH CHOWDER 
$5.75/PINT

2 BBQ CLAMS
2 CLAMS CASINO

2 OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER
2 DEVILED CLAMS

$7.95

FOR
TWO

 FIBER ARTS
YARN SHOP
We’ll Get You Excited About YARN!

 315 Ocean Street • Cape May
609-898-8080

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Free Parking, 
Instruction, Classes
New Spring yarns 

are arriving!
Thus - Mon,  10 - 5 pm

 RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1

Rio Grande, NJ 08242
Additional Pricing for 3D Features

24-Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

APRIL 28TH THRU MAY 4TH

Gifted PG-13   11:40, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 9:40
**Unforgettable R    11:20, 2:00, 4:30, 7:30, 9:45
Fate of the Furious PG-13    11:50, 2:50, 6:30, 9:20
Fate of the Furious PG-13     12:30, 3:30, 7:00, 9:50
Beauty and the Beast  PG      10:50, 1:40, 4:25,

7:10, 9:55
Going In Style PG-13     11:30, 2:10, 4:40, 

6:50, 9:30
Boss Baby PG    11:10, 1:50, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10
Smurfs:The Lost Village  PG    11:00, 1:30, 4:00
**Phoenix Forgotten  PG-13    (7:40, 9:50)
**2D  Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2    

(Thurs Premiere) PG-13    [7:00]
**3D  Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 

(Thurs Premiere)  PG-13    [9:40]
**No Passes  (Fri-Wed)  [Thursday]

Michael stars  Velvet  James Perse  wilt  johnny was  Rails  Chan Luu  Gypsy05  ag  stateside  xcvi
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open daily 11-4pm
weekends 11-5pm
open daily 11-4pm
commanding


