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HPC OKs demolition of Jetty Motel, plan for new one
By RACHEL SHUBIN

Special to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The His-
toric Preservation Commis-
sion approved demolition of 
the Jetty Motel on Second 
Avenue and conceptual 
renderings for a new hotel.

During a meeting Nov. 20, 
Cape Jetty LLC principal 
Emmanuel DeMutis was 
seeking a demolition permit 
for the existing structure 
and conceptual approval to 
build a new hotel.

The HPC approved a de-
molition permit in Febru-
ary 2006, but the permit 
was not acted upon and 
expired. Cape Jetty LLC is 
currently seeking the same 
approval. The building has 
not changed since 2006.

Architect Steven Fenwick 
gave the HPC a presenta-
tion on the existing building 
and future plans. 

“The existing Jetty Mo-
tel building does not have 
any historic, architectural, 
cultural or aesthetic signifi -
cance,” Fenwick said. “The 
proposed hotel is a permit-
ted use within the zone and 
conforms to all the zoning 
requirements. The existing 
motel does contain some 

zoning nonconformance.” 
Fenwick stated the Jetty 

Motel represented a life-
style rather than structural 
signifi cance.

“The removal of the 
building would not be det-
rimental to the integrity of 
the property or the historic 
district or public interest,” 
he said. “There is no uncom-
mon craftsmanship, texture 
or material incorporated 
into the structure.”

The retention of the build-
ing would not increase 
property values, promote 
business or contribute to 
other aspects of the public 
interest, he said. The pres-
ent building is structurally 
sound and does not contain 
attractions or amenities to 
induce the current industry, 
according to Fenwick. 

The Jetty Motel was built 
in the late 1950s. It is a 
masonry building with a 
stucco fi nish, vinyl siding in 
the front, a fl at roof, park-
ing and a swimming pool, 
he noted.

The proposed building is 
similar to the one that was 
previously conceptually 
approved in 2006. It would 
be three stories of habitable 
space with parking below 

and on part of the second 
fl oor. The base of the build-
ing would be brick veneer, 
poured in place concrete 
structure. Plans call for 
brick openings arched with 
lattice enclosure to provide 
parking ventilation and 
screening from public view. 
The building conforms to 
the zoning regulations as to 
height. It would include a 
restaurant.

“The prior conceptual 
approval had three town-
house units on the property 
that is now a single-family 
home that was subdivided 
in the interim years and 
a new single-family home 
was approved for that site,” 
Fenwick said. 

The proposed building 
has been reduced in scale. 
Materials in the conceptual 
drawings include shingle as 
the primary siding material, 
cement board in addition, 
and the roof would be a mix 
of fi berglass asbestos shin-
gle. The turrets and gables 
would be a synthetic slate. 
The windows would have 
crowns and traditional trim 
work, and would be further 
discussed with the board. 

The conceptual render-
ing includes a proposal for 
metal railings with a deco-
rative circular motif. The 
columns would be trimmed 
in a traditional fashion. A 
continuous decorative band 
would separate the bottom 

and top of the building. 
A landscape architectural 

plan is scheduled to be dis-
cussed at the next HPC 
meeting. The plan calls for 
landscaping in the back of 
the hotel to shield it from 
the house. 

HPC Chairman War-
ren Coupland asked if the 
shingles were going to be a 
cedar shake. Fenwick said 
there would be a texture 
and pattern that varies with 
cement board. 

“We’ve been looking for 
the softer material to run 
horizontal to the building 
instead of perpendicular,” 
Coupland said. “The per-
pendicular makes it look 
like piano keys, more of a 
suburban look.”

The board agreed that the 
provided information was 
helpful and asked questions 
regarding the lighting and 
sidewalk, and additional in-
formation will be provided 
and discussed at the next 
meeting.

“We are a stickler for 

details on the fi nal,” Cou-
pland said. “We prefer the 
hardy board as planks to 
have a fl at fi nish and fram-
ing around the windows. 
We had been urged by the 
Environmental Commission 
to use energy-effi cient ma-
terials. There are synthetic 
slate roofs with solar panels 
that still look like slate roofs 
and we would ask you to 
look at that and see if that 
would be a possibility for 
your roof.”

HPC member Bonnie 
Pontin said the proposed 
design was a beautiful ren-
dition and would be an up-
lifting change for that end 
of the beach.

The Cape May Planning 
Board granted preliminary 
site approval for this project 
and the applicant returned 
to the board for a one-year 
extension on the prelimi-
nary approval, which ex-
pires in June 2018. They 
will seek final site plan 
approval from the Planning 
Board.
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609-884-3064
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FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com

FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER
Served with baked potato
or french fries & cole slaw

(regular price $12)

$6.95 EACH
Good Only Wednesday, December 6, 2017

at the Take-Out counter

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH

thru SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH

thru SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH

FRIED OYSTER 
PLATTER

served with baked mac and cheese
& stewed tomatoes

$12.75

BROILED SALMON 
TOPPED WITH 

CRAB MEAT PLATTER
served with baked potato 
or french fries & coleslaw

$12.95

®

®

FRESH MAHI MAHI
$8.95 LB.

SEAFOOD GUMBO
$5.75 PINT

2 BBQ CLAMS
2 CLAMS CASINO

2 DEVILED CLAMS
2 OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER

$7.95

FOR
TWO

A Holiday Offer to
Our Special Friends from...

FUDGE KITCHEN
The Original

Price includes pure whipped
cream fudge, elegant holiday
gift wrap, sales tax, postage,

packaging & handling.
We do it all!

All you have to do is call us...
1-800-23-FUDGE

Place Your Order Now & Tell us
When You want it Shipped!

Orders must be placed by Friday, Dec. 15th

1-800-23-FUDGE
www.fudgekitchens.com

We Are Open Every Day
Washington Street Mall

& On the Promenade in Cape May
609-884-2834

We have a complete line of premium chocolates, 
clear christmas candy toys, chocolate filled straws, holiday

mints & all of our other traditional goodies!

HOLIDAY OFFER
A One-Pound Box of Fudge

shipped anywhere in the U.S.A.
FOR $21.95

Shipping Included

Send your Holiday Greeting with
Our Traditional Favorites:

Plain Chocolate • Plain Vanilla 
Chocolate Nut • Vanilla Nut
IN A BEAUTIFUL GIFT BOX!

 FIBER ARTS
YARN SHOP
We’ll Get You Excited About YARN!

 315 Ocean Street • Cape May
609-898-8080

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

OPEN 7 days - Thurs. til 8
- FREE PARKING -

 Yarns & Accessories from 
around the world

GIFT CERTIFICATES & 
HAND KNIT ITEMS 

GIFTS for Needlecrafters!

 RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1

Rio Grande, NJ 08242
Additional Pricing for 3D Features

24-Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

DEC 8TH THRU DEC 14TH

2D Coco PG 11:00, 1:30, 4:10, 6:40
3D Coco PG  9:30
Wonder PG 11:20, 1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:40
Daddy’s Home 2 PG-13 11:50, 2:20, 5:00, 7:40, 10:00
Murder on the Orient Express PG-13 11:10, 2:00, 
 4:40, 7:20, 9:50
Justice League PG-13 11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35
Justice League PG-13 11:30, 2:10, 4:50, (7:30, 10:05)
**2D Star Wars: The Last Jedi (Thurs. Premiere) 
 PG-13 [8:00]
Thor: Ragnarok PG-13  12:00, 3:30, (6:30, 9:25)
**2D Star Wars: The Last Jedi (Thurs. Premiere) 
 PG-13 [7:00]
**3D Star Wars: The Last Jedi (Thurs. Premiere) 
 PG-13 [10:15]
The Star PG 11:40, 2:30, (4:35, 6:50, 9:20)
**Ferdinand (Thurs. Premiere) PG [5:00, 7:30, 10:00]

 ** No Passes • ( ) Fri - Wed • [ ] Thursday

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street, Cape May, NJ
609-884-2111

OPEN FOR DINNER
Wednesday thru Sunday

Injuries declined in summer 2017
Continued from Page A1
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Cape May’s Historic Preservation Commission determined 
that ‘removal of the building would not be detrimental to the 
integrity of the property or the historic district.’

were rough.  
The committee has the 

opportunity to update 
beach safety brochures 
distributed throughout 
the summer, Committee 
Chairman Dennis DeSat-
nick said. 

Committee member Pa-
tricia Hendricks, who is a 
city councilwoman, said 
the Cape May Guidebooks 
may contain a small beach 
safety component, per-
haps an explanation of the 
Beach Patrol’s safety fl ag 
warnings. DeSatnick said 
it was suggested the beach 
safety QR code be includ-
ed in the guidebook, which 
is a joint project of the 
Chamber of Commerce of 
Greater Cape May and the 
city of Cape May. 

Rife said he would 
like to work with Lower 
Cape May Regional High 
School, which developed 
the QR code, to add more 
information. When a thun-
derstorm is looming over 
the city, he said he would 
like to have the capabil-
ity to warn beachgoers 
by their phones and a 
beachfront-wide public 
address system expected 
to be installed in 2018. 

He said beach taggers 
did a very good job last 
year of handing out beach 
safety brochures. Rife 
suggested the taggers in-
form beachgoers they can 
scan the QR code with 
their smart phone to re-
ceive an alert. DeSatnick 
said an educational pro-
cess on the QR code needs 
to be put in place for the 
taggers and lifeguards. 

“One of our goals here 
has been trying to raise 
awareness by putting the 
brochures not only at the 
entrances (to the beach) 
but also in hotels, B&Bs, 
etc.,” Rife said.

He said having beach-
goers with smart phones 
scan the QR code would 
be a great outreach.

DeSatnick said he did 
not believe every hotel in 
the city had beach safety 
brochures last summer. 
He said signs for the QR 
code were placed on the 
beaches in August.    

C i ty  Manager  Nei l 
Young said U.S.D.A. stat-
ed the P.A. system project 
qualifi es for a grant. He 
said the next step would 
be to complete a full grant 
application with U.S.D.A. 
to determine how much 
funding the city could re-
ceive for the project.

“It’s a competitive grant 
and it will depend based 

on all other applications 
what we’ll actually re-
ceive,” he said.

Grants Consultant Jim 
Rutala has completed the 
application. Young said 
city could proceed with 
the bidding process but 
not award a contract for 
the PA system until it is 
determined how much 
the city would receive 
from the USDA. Young 
said the grant application 
was for $220,000 but he 
believed the city would 
receive $50,000 at most. 
The cost of the beachfront 
PA system is estimated 
at $400,000, according to 
DeSatnick.

Young said City Council 
approved a bond ordi-
nance for a good portion 
of the project. 

DeSatnick said the com-

mittee has been asked to 
provide input on an update 
of the city’s master plan 
which could include a 
“wish list” for the beach. 
He said the committee 
would make that one of 
their priorities in January 
and report to the group 
working on a master plan 
revision.


