
has been selling Christmas 
trees for about 18 years, 
which is about as long as 
it’s been since she quit 
her job owning a bed and 
breakfast to start running 
Cape Island. 

“I didn’t know a plant 
from a hole in the ground,” 
she said. “I just like being 
outside. So I took index 
cards and memorized ev-
erything and then, bingo,” 

Bernard would come to 
buy supplies or plants. Af-
ter working as a chef and 
a little time in marketing 
research, she became a 
landscaper for 25 years by 
accident. 

“I bought a house out 
at the Point and could 
never find anyone to do 
anything,” Bernard said. 
“Now I could do the work, 
but I would have to leave 
marketing. So I did and I 
opened up a place called 
Happy Homes and Gar-
dens where I could build 
anything from decks to 
sheds to door knobs. But 
then I put a beautiful gar-
den in my front yard. Then 
a neighbor asked, ‘Could 
you put a garden in for 
me?’ Next thing you know, 
I’m a landscaper.”

In the early days, Frank-
lin and Bernard would give 
business to each other. 
Eventually they thought 
it would be a smart move 
to combine their talents 
at Cape Island and handle 
projects together. 

One such project was 
supplying Christmas trees 
to their faithful clients, 
ranging from silver-tip 
Frasier fi r, which is tradi-
tional for Christmas trees, 
to Concolor fir, which 
smells more citrus orangey 
and has longer needles. 

“Both have good reten-
tion,” Bernard said. “We 
try to stay away from 
Douglas and balsam be-
cause their needles tend to 
fall a lot earlier than these 
do. We have an all-natu-
ral environment, which 
means, unlike trees sold 
in a lot where all they have 
to do is get a leaf blower to 
clean up, we have to keep 
cleaning by raking leaves 
and such.” 

Franklin and Bernard 
have their trees shipped 

to them a week before 
Thanksgiving from a farm 
in Quebec or North Caro-
lina. The trees they or-
der are very thirsty. This 
means if the trees drink a 
lot of water, they are very 
freshly cut and not stored 
until November. It also 
means they live longer. 

 “We used to drive up to 
get them in a U-Haul years 
ago,” Franklin said with 
a laugh. “The roads were 
icy and hilly because we’d 
pick them up at a distrib-
uter in the mountains in 
Pennsylvania. But it was 
so much fun.” 

“That’s why we stopped 
and started having them 
delivered. We’re getting 
old, so we can’t have that 
much ‘fun’ anymore,” Ber-
nard added.

Besides the trees, Frank-
lin and Bernard will make 
and sell wreaths and lawn 
ornaments made with 
plants, trees, fruit and 
even seashells. 

“Seashells are big sell-
er,” Bernard said. “We 

make wreaths for the 
Sandpiper Condominiums 
down on Beach Drive. 

They are all seashells with 
a blue and silver theme. 
With all the sizes and fl ags 
and such, it takes me a 
week to put them together. 
We also make wreaths for 
Rotary Park.”

“We also donate a few 
wreaths and trees to Victo-
rian Manor Nursing Home 
in North Cape May so their 
residents can enjoy a touch 
of Christmas,” Franklin 
added. “And we donate a 
few, made with nuts and 
fruits, to Cold Spring Vil-
lage for their festivals. We 
donate wreaths and poin-
settias to nonprofi ts to help 
them out for the season. 
It’s a labor of love.”

In fact, according to Ber-
nard, the only complaints 
made about the wreaths 
are when people come in 
to pick theirs up. 

“I will be fi nished with 
a wreath for one person. 
Then I will call the custom-
er and tell them they can 
pick up their wreath before 
I start another. When the 
fi rst person comes in to get 
their wreath, they will see 
another wreath I’m work-
ing on and go, ‘Oh, I like 

that one. Can I have that 
instead?’ It’s very com-
plimentary. But it is also 
tough to pre-order stuff 
because the wreaths can 
be very random.”

But at the end of the day, 
the hard work Franklin 
and Bernard do is worth 
their efforts. 

“I have had some of the 
same customers for 18 
years,” Bernard said. “I 
have been delivering to 
them since I’ve opened. 
We have a lot of repeat 
customers. I can pick their 

tree when they walk in 
from their size and type of 
tree and everything. I get 
the same amount of trees 
because the same people 
come in every year. It’s 
wonderful.”

Just like family coming 
home for the holidays.

Cape Island Home and 
Garden is located at 720 
Broadway in West Cape 
May. It is open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday to Sat-
urday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday. For more informa-
tion, call (609) 884-4210.
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Call in your order 
ahead and we will have 

it waiting for you!

609-884-3064

LARGE SHRIMP
Wild Caught 26 – 30 count

$6.95
5 Pound Box

$33.75 
That is $6.75/lb!

Christmas Specials
Friday, December 15th

thru Sunday, December 31st

FISH  MARKE T

www.thelobsterhouse.com
SHRIMP & CRAB CLAW TRAY

35 large, cooked, peeled & deveined Shrimp
and Crab Cocktail Claws 

$36.95 Serves 4 to 5

CRAB CLAW TRAY
Crab Claws

$39.95 Serves 4 to 6

SHRIMP TRAY
60 lg. cooked peeled & deveined shrimp

$36.95 Serves 6 to 8

JUMBO SHRIMP TRAY
30 Jumbo Shrimp
$41.95 Serves 6

COMBINATION TRAY
20 peeled & deveined large shrimp

Crab Cocktail Claws • 8 - 1 oz. Crab Balls
$38.95 Serves 6 to 8

Cape Island 
Baptist Church

115 Gurney Street, Cape May
609-884-3917 · www.cibcnj.org

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 

7pm • Sunday, Dec. 24 

Our Regular Sunday Services  
9:30am Sunday School  

for all ages 
11am Worship Service

(No Sunday School on Christmas Eve)

Our Lady Star of the Sea
Administered by the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales

Our Lady Star of the Sea
Administered by the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales

525 Washington Street · Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.5312 · Fax 609.542.9702 · ladystarofthesea.org

Penance Service
Wednesday,  

December 13, 7:00 P.M.  
Saturday

December 16, 3-3:30 P.M.

Christmas Eve Masses
Sunday,  

December 24, 2017
8:30 & 10:30 A.M.

4:00, 6:00, & 9:00 P.M.

Christmas Day Masses
Monday,  

December 25, 2017
8:30 & 10:30 A.M.

New Year’s Eve Masses
Sunday,  

December 31, 2017
8:30 A.M., 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.

New Year’s Day Masses 
Monday,

January 1, 2018
11:00 A.M.

Please join us for Mass as we celebrate  
the Joyful Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ

 FIBER ARTS
YARN SHOP
We’ll Get You Excited About YARN!

 315 Ocean Street • Cape May
609-898-8080

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

OPEN 7 days - Thurs. til 8
- FREE PARKING -

 Yarns & Accessories from 
around the world

GIFT CERTIFICATES & 
HAND KNIT ITEMS 

GIFTS for Needlecrafters!

 RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1

Rio Grande, NJ 08242
Additional Pricing for 3D Features

24-Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

DEC 15TH THRU DEC 21ST

**2D Star Wars: The Last Jedi PG-13 12:00, 3:15, 
 6:30, 9:45
**2D Star Wars: The Last Jedi PG-13 12:30,7:00
**3D Star Wars: The Last Jedi PG-13 3:45, 10:15
**2D Ferdinand PG 2:10, 4:40, 7:10
**3D Ferdinand PG 11:30, 9:40
Murder on the Orient Express PG-13 11:00, 1:30, 
 4:00, 6:40, 9:30
Daddy’s Home 2 PG-13 11:40, 2:20, 5:00, 7:40, 10:05
Justice League PG-13 11:10, 1:50, 4:30 (7:20, 9:55)
**Pitch Perfect 3 (Thurs. Premiere) PG-13 [7:20, 9:55]
Coco PG {11:20, 1:40, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20}
**The Greatest Snowman PG /11:20, 1:40, 4:20, 
 6:50, 9:20/
The Star PG {11:50, 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 9:35}
**2D Jumanji PG /11:00, 2:00, 7:30/
**3D Jumanji PG /4:50, 10:10/

**No Passes
(Fri-Wed)   {Fri-Tues}   [Thursday]   /Wed-Thurs/

Cape Island Home and Gardens

Cape May Point exploring options for 5G  antenna
By RACHEL SHUBIN

Special to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY POINT — Bor-
ough solicitor Brock Russell 
discussed with the Board of 
Commissioners the potential 
for an ordinance regarding 
5G wireless technology dur-
ing a meeting Dec. 7.

The fifth generation of 
wireless broadband technol-
ogy is expected to provide 
better coverage and faster 
speeds than the current 4G. 
It is expected to launch in 
2020. 

The previous generation, 
3G, receives a signal from 
the nearest phone tower and 
is used for phone calls, mes-
saging and data. 4G works 

similar to 3G but with a 
faster internet connection. 

“One of the issues is that 
some of the carriers will al-
low the box to be mounted 
to the top of the pole, but 
other requires the box to be 
attached the pole, which is 
not very pleasant to look at,” 
Russell said

He suggested to the board 
that they reference what oth-
er towns have done, such as 
Clark Township, in addition 
to the option to hire someone 
as a consultant who could sit 
in on a work session. Russell 
said he had a candidate in 
mind to hire.

“It doesn’t preclude us 
from regulating wireless, be-
cause that franchise agree-

ment is old and goes back to 
the ’90s and was designed to 
deal with transmission lines 
and technology from that 
era,” Russell said.

Commissioner Robert 
Mullock asked if there was 
a possibility of placing just 
one pole, preferably at the 
fi rehouse.

“That way we don’t have 
these popping up around, 
since we are only basically 
less than a half-mile wide,” 
Mullock said. “If we could 
put them in an inconspicu-
ous spot that would reach the 
entire town, that would be a 
great opportunity since we 
are so small.”

Russell stated that it is 
possible that other carriers 

might want to put poles in 
more than one spot in town.

Deputy Mayor Anita Van-
Heeswyk stated that she 
thought the 5G technology 
poles are a great idea.

“I think having a consul-
tant come would be great. 
There is a lot of information 
there,” she said. “I think 
long term it would be a little 
short sighted not to spend the 
money to do this because it 
has potential.”

Mayor Robert Moffatt 
asked what the board could 
have ready in advance before 
a consultant came into town. 
Russell said he would look 
into costs and find a time 
for the consultant to brief 
the board members at a 

work session. Mullock added 
that Public Works would be 
happy to drive a consultant 
around town.

Commissioners received 
a plaque recognizing Cape 
May Point’s bronze certifi -
cation by Sustainable New 
Jersey. Green Team Chair-
woman Catherine Busch 
presented the board with 
the award. 

“I’d like to thank Cathy 
Busch and the Green Team 
for their leadership,” Mull-
ock said. “They’ve done a 
great job of something we 
have been trying to get done 
for years. You folks came in 
and got it done.”

The Environmental Com-
mission will have its meeting 

to set goals for 2018 at 10 
a.m. Wednesday Dec. 13.

“It’s going to be an im-
portant meeting for anyone 
who would like to attend,” 
Mullock said. 

An ordinance to combine 
the Zoning Board with the 
Planning Board was intro-
duced. The second reading 
and hearing of this ordinance 
are schedule for 6 p.m. Jan. 
11. 

“We are moving ahead 
with the merging of the 
Planning and Zoning boards, 
and Brock will design that 
for us,” Moffatt said. “We 
are working on getting all 
the information together for 
the county planning board 
for the water management.”

Continued from Page A1

John Alvarez/Special to the STAR AND WAVE
Cape Island Home and Gardens also sells lawn ornaments 
decorated with plants, trees, fruit, berries and even seashells.


