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Local resident to try his hand at World Series of Poker

By JOHN ALVAREZ
Special to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — Did you ever
know someone who was really
talented? Not just among the
other talents around in the
neighborhood or the county.
The person who had the talent
to become a famous athlete or
alead singer in a world famous
rock band or a star of the silver
screen? The one person who
was so good they could have
easily made their passion into
a career if they only had the
nerve to be willing to take a
gamble and bet on themselves?

Thomas Cannuli, a 23-year-
old local resident, may very
well be such a person. For
the past few years, Cannuli
has been a professional poker
player and is about to be the
youngest player to be featured
at the World Series of Poker
next month in Las Vegas.

“I got started when I was 15
years old,” Cannuli said. “My
dad had a good friend whose
nickname was Mojo. He was
the first person to show me
poker. I had never seen the
game before. I thought, ‘Wow,
this is cool. You can bluff some-
body off and win the pot with
the worst hand.” And when I got
really into it, I realized this is
what I love. I actually found a
passion in it.”

Cannuli’s passion for the
game came well after he played
his first hand. After graduating

from Lower Cape May
Regional High School,
he didn’t go to col-
lege. Instead, Cannuli
said he knew he just
wanted to be a poker
player.

“I didn’t learn pok-
er through books. I
learned poker through
experience. I put a lot
of work into the game,”
Cannuli said. “I took
$400 and turned it into
$200,000. I made more
money that year than both of
my parents. This was when
I realized there was a ton of
money in poker. In June 2013,
I turned 21 and went straight to
Las Vegas for the series event
happening there. I didn’t get
to play in Atlantic City first. It
wasn’t until August of 2013 I
started playing in A.C., and that
is primarily my place to play. ”

Yet Cannuli was still a new
player in life as well as the
sport. To win a large amount of
money at a young age was good
and bad for him.

“You don’t know how to value
it,” Cannuli said. “I didn’t re-
ally know how to value money
at all, but at the same time I
knew how to make it. So I would
constantly go up big numbers
or go down big numbers.”

However, through all the
ups and downs, which come
when risks are taken, Cannuli’s
parents supported him from
Day One.

CANNULI

“They have been
there believing in
me and in my dream.
I can’t thank them
enough for all of it,”
he said.

But when it came to
a few of his friends,
though, Cannuli ad-
mitted some of their
support was mixed.

“They’d say, ‘Tom,
maybe you should
get a regular job,’
and things like that. I
knew they were just looking out
for me. They didn’t want me to
struggle at all,” he said.

So Cannuli kept playing and
learning his sport.

“It’s different than, let’s
say, Michael Jordan on the
basketball court,” Cannuli
explained. “Jordan could go
out and consistently dominate
every game. In poker, you can
dominate but you are going to
need the right bankroll. You
have to have enough money to
support the losses. I might not
necessarily win every day, but
I’'m still winning over all. It’s
a longterm game and it has a
lot to do with bankroll manage-
ment. If you don’t have enough
money to come back the next
day, then your longterm strat-
egy doesn’t work. I play with
my heart, 100 percent.

“There are a lot of math guys
that are doing stats and stuff
like that. I'm just looking into
someone’s eyes and I’'m deter-

mining if they are lying to me
or not with their cards. I'm able
to understand that from repeti-
tion, from playing the game.
Poker has helped me in life,
too. I can tell when someone is
not being genuine and honest to
me, but it has also helped me to
understand people’s emotions
a little bit better.”

And his “understanding” of
the game started getting Can-
nuli recognition from some
other players. He also got no-
ticed by the people from 888
Poker, an online poker site that
is Cannuli’s sponsor.

“They approached me,” he
said. “They saw me at events
when I was playing and they
liked what they saw. I recom-
mend their site to everyone
who is starting out or who plays
regularly.”

The teaming of Cannuli and
888 Poker has been a lucra-
tive one, peaking now with
Cannuli’s playing in the World
Series of Poker’s main event
next month.

“It’s the biggest tournament
anyone who likes poker would
want to be in,” he said. “I plan
on winning the main event. If I
don’t, things won’t change that
much for me. I like what I do.
I enjoy the time I spend while
I’m doing it. More importantly,
I’m a young person who never
quit on my dream. I’'m just an
example of fighting for what I
wanted. For me, I constantly
want the higher mountain to
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New Jersey science ASK
Test results for eighth-graders
at the Richard M. Teitelman
School that scored either pro-
ficient or advanced proficient
increased from 65 percent last
year to 71.4 percent this year,
he said.

Special education scores on
the test increased from a 35
percent passing rate last year
to 39 percent this year, Castel-
lucci said. For economically
disadvantaged students, the
passing rate increased from
SS percent last year to 62.5
percent this year, he said.

Castellucci said high school
biology scores took a dip to
53.1 percent from 60 percent
the previous year. Special edu-
cation students’ scores on the
biology test fell from a passing
rate of 32 percent last year to
24.3 percent for the 2014-15
school year.

Scores for economically dis-
advantaged students dropped
from SS percent last year to
S0 percent this year, he said.

“However, if you look how
we compare to the state, you’ll
see that we compare very fa-
vorably,” Castellucci said.

He said similar schools in
the same district factor group
scored only 38.S percent. He
said passing scores on the biol-
ogy test for special education
students were much better
than the 10.5 percent passing
rate for similar schools.

In end-of-program industry-
standard tests, nine students
took the administrative as-
sisting test with none passing.
In Culinary Arts Level I/Prep
Cook, seven students took the
test with all scoring passing
grades. In engineering, 62 stu-
dents took the end of program
test with 33 receiving passing
scores.

Test results for Advanced
Placement (AP) showed eight
taking the biology test with
six passing with a score of
three or better. Eight students
took the AP Calculus test with
seven passing. For English
Literature, all 22 students
passed the test. For AP His-
tory, 25 students took the test
with 11 passing. In the AP
Government test, 16 took the
test with one student passing.
In AP English Language, 38
students took the test with 26
passing the test.

Superintendent Christopher
Kobik said School Choice fund-
ing was capped at the state lev-
el. He said the district inherits
School Choice students from
elementary school districts in
Cape May, Lower Township
and West Cape May.

“Those students have rights
to choice seats in our school
district,” he said.

While there is a 2 percent
cap on increasing seats for
choice students, the inheri-
tance factor has allowed the
school district to increase the
number of choice students
attending. When the program
started in the 2013-14 school
year, the district had 14 choice
students. This year, the dis-
trict has 49 students with 64
projected for next year, Ko-
bik said. He said the school
receives about $750,000 in
School Choice Aid.

The state expectation for
high school graduation rates
is 80 percent, Kobik said.
Lower Cape May Regional
High School had an 80.2 per-
cent graduation rate for 201S.
He said the district had a 78.8
percent graduation rate in
2014, down from an 88.5 per-
cent graduation rate in 2013.

“One of the things we’re
seeing is that classes, to some
extent, like people, have their

personalities and dynamics,”
Kobik said. “In fact, you can
see by looking at the data that
different class years do in fact
perform differently on this
measure.”

Castellucci said the district
has expanded its use of Face-
book and is now using Twitter,
which can be viewed from the
school district’s website at
Icmrschooldistrict.com.

“We had an initiative this
summer to use teacher web-
pages,” he said. “We had 27
teachers take a three-day
workshop on a substantial
webpage program called
‘Dreamweaver,”” he said.

New webpages from teach-
ers are available as links from
the school district’s webpage,
according to Castellucci. Band-
width for Internet use has been
greatly expanded, he said.

Kobik has been busy with
the district’s energy savings
improvement project. Castel-
lucci said students may notice
lights come on when someone
enters a classroom and turn off
if no one is present.

“That’s a project that will
continue to save the taxpayer
money and allow us to replace
a lot of lighting, pumps, some
AC units, get some insulation
work done that we needed to
get taken care of and send a
message that we can use tech-
nology to be a little greener,
too,” Kobik said.

The school is working on
a program with universities
such as Princeton, Yale, Har-
vard, Howard and Brown to
launch a program called Ma-
triculate, he said.

Kobik said those colleges are
working through a program
funded by Bloomberg Philan-
thropies for high-achieving,
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low-income students.

“Those Ivy League schools
define low income a lot differ-
ently than we do down here,”
he said. “As of matter of fact,
you might even parallel it to
our moderate-income families
down here.”

He said those schools have
targeted the district because
they want to make sure Lower
Cape May Regional students
apply for the most rigorous,
highest standard colleges.

“TI expect great things to
come from that program,”
Kobik said.

The regional school will ask
the public to support a bond
referendum project that will
go to a public vote Jan. 26. A
meeting will be held at 6:30
p.m. Nov. 16 in the high school
auditorium to provide details
of the project. He said the bond
contained “no frills,” it was
about fixing roof’s, parking lots
and other items that needed
attention.

“We’ll be renewing some
debt service, less than what
has retired, so I'm optimistic
the public will support us as
they always have,” Kobik said.
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St. Barnabas Cares
CLOTHING THRIFT STORE

GRAND OPENING
0CT.31- 1nnm-zrm‘g ‘

Refreshments & small treat bags for kids

Clothing for men, women & children
Most items 5 or less

4pm to 8pm Tues
10am to 2pm Wed, Thurs & Sat

1300 Bayshore Rd. & Matthews Ave.
Villas, New Jersey

fast Lunne Thealer Gompany

The Ruerican Spindt on Stage since I 950!

FRI. & SAT.
Nov.6 & 7

At 8:00pm

$25;$15 student
and military;
12 and under free!

HENRY’S

Some jewelry displayed patented (US Pat. No. 7,007,507) @ 2015 Pandora Jewelry, LLC e All rights reserved « PANDORANET

407 WASHINGTON STREET
CAPE MAY, NJ
809.884.0334

DETECTIVES HOLMES AND CARTER
ELTC’s popular radio-style production is back!
Sherlock Holmes Adventure of the Red-Headed League
and Nick Carter and the Voice of Crime

Nov. 9 at 5:30: “155 in 35”: Celebrating ELTC’s 35 Years!

Dinner and a show at Aleathea’s, 7 Ocean St. for $55
at The First Presbyterian Church of Cape May 500 Hughes Street
calt 609-884-5898 or vist www.eastlynnetheater.org

climb. I constantly want some-
thing new to accomplish.”
“Poker is just an example.
I think this is motivation for
anybody, any young kid, to see
I’'m just like everyone else. I
lived in a household with my
mom and my sister. I had a
dream and I went for it. I feel
everyone can do it. In life, in
general, as long as you don’t

quit at what you want and keep
fighting for your dream, you
are going to succeed eventu-
ally. The only thing that stops
you is quitting. It’s just what’s
inside of me. That’s why I’'m
here.”

So, for those of you who know
atalented person afraid to take
a gamble, remember Cannuli
and tell them to go all in.

7 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30T
“. thru SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 157

FRESH NEW ENGLAND
FLOUNDER FILET

7~ FRIDAY,OCTOBER30™ ™
. thru SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3157

FRIED OYSTER PLATTER

served with baked mac &3 cheese
and stewed tomatoes

$11.95

WITH CRABMEAT PLATTER
served with baked potato or

french fr

ies &5 cole slaw

$11.95

FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER

Served with baked potato ‘ i

1

1

1

: or french fries & cole slaw
1 (regular price $11.75)
1

]

1

1
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$6.95 EACH

Good Only Wednesday, October 28, 2015

at the Take-Out counter
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LAMS

2 CLAMS CASINO
2 DEVILED CLAMS
2 OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER
$7.95

Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064

FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com

DO YOU HAVE A WRITE-UP OR PHOTO
YOU’D LIKE TO SEE IN THE
CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE”
Include your name, address, daytime phone.
Email to: cmstarwave@comcast.net
Mail to: 846 Broadway,
West Cape May, N.J. 08203




