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City working to lower federal flood insurance cost

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The city is
hoping to increase its score
with the National Flood In-
surance Program (NFIP)
to get greater discounts for
homeowners.

The Community Rating
System (CRS) is a volun-
tary program of the NFIP.
Through CRS, communi-
ties that are undertaking
flood plain management ac-
tivities that exceed minimal
requirements get a reduc-
tion in NFIP premiums for
residents, according to City
Building Subcode Official

PA system on Promenade

Continued from Page Al

the ocean. He asked if the
clarity of the PA system
would be affected if the
beaches were experienc-
ing 20 mph south winds.

Trombitas said some at-
tenuation would be expe-
rienced from the wind. He
offered a rough estimate
of a 15 percent sound loss
from a south wind. He said
each horn would produce
200 watts continuously,
with 400 watts of peak
power.

Garrison said his com-
pany’s design was target-
ing an audio power of 90
decibels from the system.

The city initially is look-
ing to install the system
from Second Avenue to
Convention Hall with
an extension to Poverty
Beach to follow. Garrison
said the length of the PA
system would be 13,000
feet.

DeSatnick asked how
long the PA system would
last. Trombitas said the
speakers would last much
longer if they were re-
moved from the poles
at the conclusion of the

Jason Dilworth.

At a July S City Council
meeting, he said Cape May
has a class six CRS rating
on a scale of one to 10 which
gives residents a savings
of 20 percent on their in-
surance policies if they’re
in a Special Flood Hazard
Area. The remainder of
residents receive a 10 per-
cent discount. Dilworth said
he looked at the city’s 2007
calculations for CRS.

“I believe if we submitted
exactly what we did back
then today, we’d probably
drop a class, it would be hard
to maintain a six with what
we did back then,” he said.

Dilworth said the city was
not negligent but because
the NFIP restructured the
point system and made it
difficult for communities
to get insurance breaks.He
said through effort the city
could maintain a six rating
and possibly get a five rating.

New initiatives from CRS
emphasize open space and
natural flood plain preser-
vation, Dilworth said.

He said in 2007, the maxi-
mum points were 900 but in
2017, the maximum amount
of points are near 2,900, a
200 percent jump in points.

For open space and flood
plain preservation, Cape

May had 219 points from a
possible 900 points.

Tax Assessor Louis Be-
lasco said he made a rough
calculation of the some of
the city’s wetlands just us-
ing Kiwanis Park, which is
in a flood zone, open space
and the Special Flood Haz-
ard Area which totaled 490
points.

“We need to do a more
thorough open space inven-
tory and look at what sort of
other properties we can en-
tail and also a more in depth
analysis of the Special Flood
Hazard Area...” he said.

Belasco said new rules
do not allow the city to

beach season. Garrison
said the speakers could

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

OPEN EVERYDAY
Dining Room from 5pm

Bar from 4pm

Monday - Thursday
BUCK A SHUCK - $1 Clams and Oysters

615 Lafayette Street « Cape May, NJ * 609-884-2111

3 Course
Early Seating
Dinner
Special
Nightly
5:00-5:30pm
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Open Daily for Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner & Cocktails

HAPPY HOUR - Sunday through Friday 3-6pm
MUSIC ON THE PORCH - Wednesday and Friday 5-Spm
SUNDAY FUNDAY - July 23 - Rose Kelly - 3-6pm

7 Ocean Street, Cape May [Fi 800-582-5933 @& innofcapemay.com

Vegan
&
Gluten
Free
Options
Available!

While enjoying the beautiful
beaches, let’s not forget to
take care of our skin this
summer. This Soothing
Hydrating facial, along with a
relaxing neck, scalp and arm
massage, helps to restore
skin's natural suppleness
and moisture balance. It is
perfect for over-exposed
skin. Bring on the bliss!

CAPL MAY
DAY SPA

Jack Fichter/CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
Cape May officials, including Mayor Chuck Lear, center, and Police Chief Tony Marino, right,
check out the sound system test from the beach July 12.

be quickly removed in the
event of an approaching
hurricane.

Police, the fire depart-
ment and the Beach Patrol
would have access to the
system by using a phone,
Garrison said. Amplifiers
for the system would be
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located in Convention Hall
with cables using conduits
or traveling underground
along the Promenade to
the speakers, according to
Garrison.

DeSatnick said he was
impressed with the dem-
onstration.

Dinner, Cocktails &
LIVE PIANO MUSIC
7 days a week!

Early Diners’ Prix Fixe
$25 three course

(seated 5 pm to 5:30 pm)

Cape May Stage Dinner and a Show

$65 for ticket and 3 course prix fixe dinner

*See music schedule in “Sea & Do” -never a cover!

106 Decatur Street at Columbia Avenue, Cape May
Reservations: 609.884.8363 or

online at www.merioninn.com

Midsummer Night’s Dream

Take a break and drift away in the rhythm of a soothing
Swedish massage enhanced by an AVEDA Stress Fix
composition, a blend of lavender, lavendin and clary sage
oils. This blissful massage is paired with a foot reflexology

for the most relaxing finish.

Summer Bliss: Four-Handed Massage

Experience unlike any other! A duo of therapist, mirroring each
other's movements, will use the client’s body as a form of canvas
onto which they choreograph slow, detailed moves of varying
paces and pressures. Rhythmic, deeply relaxing, blissful...

609.898.1003

607 Jefferson Street
Cape May, NJ

CapeMayDaySpa.com

Supported in part by
a grant from the New
Jersey Department
of State, Division of
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visitnj.org
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RESTAURANT -

Cold Spring Brewery
Open Daily
12~8pm

score points for its drainage
system.

Dilworth said the city
can gain points through a
public education program
such as signs and informa-
tion mailed with tax bills.
He said the city has saved
about $630,000 for residents
through CRS.

“If we work to get to a five,
it would jump to $785,000,”
Dilworth said.

Belasco said the city
would get its annual recer-
tification visit Oct. 15 from
the program. In 2018, new
CRS regulations would be
in place.

City Manager Neil Young

said the 2018 recertifica-
tion could change the city’s
class.

Dilworth said the city
needed to maintain a data
base of flood elevation cer-
tificates in the construction
office. Young said the city
had six months to formulate
a plan to attempt to improve
the city’s CRS score to a
five.

Belasco said no munici-
palities had reached a rat-
ing of “four.” He said four
municipalities in the county
had reached a rating of
“five,” Avalon, Ocean City,
Sea Isle City and Stone
Harbor.

Leadership program
applications available

CAPE MAY COURT
HOUSE — Applications are
now being accepted for the
2017-18 Leadership Cape
May County program.

Leadership Cape May
County is designed to de-
velop informed, committed
business, community, gov-
ernment and civic leaders.
The program engages exist-
ing and emerging leaders
in a nine-month program
that broadens their knowl-
edge on community issues
and expanding leadership
abilities. It is a compre-
hensive program held from

September through May
2018, meeting the second
Wednesday of each month.

Participation is limited
to 20 people and requires
a tuition fee and time com-
mitment. Applications and
additional information is
available online at cape-
maycountychamber.com/
leadership. Applications
from interested individuals
are due by Aug. 15. Anyone
with questions can contact
Vicki Clark at vicki@cmc-
chamber.com. Two partial
scholarships are available
to qualified applicants.

Police Youth Camp July 25-27

LOWER TOWNSHIP —
The Lower Township Police
Department with host a Po-
lice Youth Camp for students
who just finished sixth, sev-
enth or eighth grade. The
camp is set for July 25-27,
with a graduation July 27 at
Cape May County Park.

The camp is designed to
foster a positive and healthy
interaction between police
officers and youth. Young
people attending the camp
will focus on building self-
esteem, teamwork, good
decision-making, communi-
cation skills and educational
lessons focused on life skills.

The camp will consist of

various police-type activities
and field trips to the police
academy to use the police
simulator training. It will
also include SWAT and K9
demonstrations, physical
fitness training, crime scene
investigation and a block of
instruction on interactions
with police.

Openings are still avail-
able and will be filled on
a first-come, first-served
basis. Contact Patrolman
Bill Barcas at barcas@lower-
townshippolice.com or (609)
600-7417 or Steve Selby
at steve@capeassist.org or
(609) 522-5960 for registra-
tion information by July 19.

P.O. Box 2427, Cape May, N.J.08204.
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161 Years Old « 1854-2015

TIDES : July 2017

DATE HIGH
AM. P.M.
19 4:34 5:13
20 5:40 6:13
21 6:41 7:09
22 7:39 8:03
23 8:34 8:55
24 9:27 9:45
25 10:18 10:34
26 11:09 11:23

LOW
AM. P.M.
10:28 11:30
11:28
12:30 12:27
1:26 1:23
2:20 2:18
3:11 3:12
4:01 4:04
4:50 4:57

MOON PHASES
New moon, July 23 ¢ first quarter, July 30

COLD SPRING:

VILLAGE

. EXPERIENCE HANDS~ON HISTORY

RAILROAD DAYS

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, Jury 22 & 23

Presentations, railroad displays, working model trains and garden
railways from a variety of groups throughout the Village.
Sponsored by Priester Foundation & Crest Savings Bank!

720 Route 9, Cape May
(609) 898~2300
www.hcsv.org

SCHOOLHOUSE -

CHILDRENS’

BASKETRY

10AM~4:30prM
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