
from Lower Cape May Re-
gional School District.

“We have 1,800 full-time 
voters in the city of Cape May 
and there are over 12,000 in 
Lower Township,” Wichter-
man said. “Just put the num-
bers together. Even if West 
Cape May and the city of Cape 
May voted unanimously in 
favor of what we want to do, 
it still wouldn’t pass.”

The city’s move after the 
Dec. 9 election is to get the 
issue in court, he said. 

Wichterman said the city 
is not trying to “injure” the 
regional school district.

“We are simply trying to re-
distribute the taxable money 

that is needed. There is no 
reason for us to be paying $6.5 
million for 67 kids,” he said.

Wichterman said that in 
1975, the state changed the 
regional funding formula to 
one based on equalized valu-
ation of property. He said the 
state wanted more schools to 
form regional school districts, 
so in 1993 it changed the for-
mula so it could be based on 
students enrolled, equalized 
property value or a combina-
tion of the two. Wichterman 
said the 1993 formula change 
applied only to newly forming 
regional school districts. 

Gagliardi said three new 
regional school districts have 
been formed in the state since 
1993 but none use the formula 

used by Lower Cape May 
Regional. 

Wichterman said if Cape 
May withdrew from the dis-
trict and became a send-
ing district, the Lower Cape 
May Regional School District 
would still put together the 
same budget but the payment 
would be redistributed.

The average household in-
come in Cape May is $51,000, 
while the average household 
income in Lower Township is 
$62,000, Wichterman said. He 
said a number of Cape May 
residents are living on their 
pensions and Social Security.

“There’s a lot more working 
folks in Lower Township than 
there are in the city of Cape 
May,” he said. “To me, it’s a 
bogus argument: ‘We can’t af-
ford it.’ Well, we can’t afford 
it either.” 

During public comment, 
Cape May resident Bob Drey-
fus said he strongly disagreed 
with the city’s efforts to with-
draw from the district or 
change the funding formula. 

“To me, it is an issue of 
fairness and whether we as a 
community care about public 
education,” he said. “If you 
don’t care about public educa-
tion, that’s a different thing, 

but if you do, then it’s our job 
collectively as a community to 
support the public schools.”

Dreyfus said the people of 
Cape May have an interest in 
educating the community.

“The issue of fairness is the 
people of Cape May can afford 
it,” he said. “I’m happy to 
pay the extra $1,000 a year or 
whatever your estimates show 
if it goes to the schools in our 
community.”

He said a lot of people who 
own the $4 million and $5 
million mansions on Beach 
Avenue, who don’t live in 
Cape May but who pay taxes 
here, can afford the regional 
school tax. Dreyfus said Cape 
May has “lots of multimillion-
aires who can easily afford the 
property taxes.”

Gagliardi said that when 
Cape May surrendered its 
right to educate its students 
and voted to be part of a re-
gional school district, it did 
so on the ballot representation 
that it was joining a regional 
school district to be funded 
based upon the number of 
pupils each community sent 
to the school district. 

“Less than a quarter-centu-
ry after you had that vote, the 
Legislature wiped out your 
vote like a sandcastle you 
build a low tide and said, ‘New 
set of rules, voters. Despite 
what you voted to do, you’re 
now going to be funded based 
upon equalized property val-
ue,’” he said.

On the issue of fairness 
based upon wealth, Gagliardi 
said anywhere in the state 
that has insufficient property 
wealth to educate its children 
gets additional aid from the 
state unless it is a regional 
school district. 

Cape May resident Chris 
Kessler asked what was the 
premise of the lawsuit the city 
would bring to the courts. He 
asked if it was an equal justice 
suit or a constitutional issue.

Gagliardi said he would not 
discuss legal strategies in ad-
vance. He said Cape May first 
had to exhaust all administra-
tive remedies such as trying to 
change the formula and trying 
to withdraw from the district. 

“We do believe there are 
constitutional issues here and 
others designed to, again, not 
discuss relative wealth, but 
to discuss the rights of the 
voters in trying to vindicate 
those voters who formed the 
district in the first place,” 
Gagliardi said.

Kessler said he thinks tax-

payers should be paying the 
same cost for each student no 
matter which town they reside 
in. He asked what the odds of 
winning were once Cape May 
takes the issue to court. 

“Are we spending a lot of 
money on a losing battle?” 
Kessler asked.

Gagliardi said there was a 
difference between a losing 
battle and a futile battle. He 
said it wasn’t a futile battle 
but it was an uphill struggle. 

Cape May resident Shawn 
Austin asked how much Cape 
May taxpayers would save if 
the city withdrew from the 
regional school district. 

Wichterman said for every 
$1 million Cape May saves, the 
average household would save 
$179 per hyear, while taxes 
for the average household 
in Lower Township would 
increase by $85 annually. He 
said the average household 
in Cape May is valued at 
$660,000, while the average 
household in Lower Township 
is valued at $254,000.

Austin asked if the regional 
school district was obligated 
to educate Cape May’s chil-
dren on a sending-district 
basis after a successful with-
drawal. Gagliardi said a state 
Board of Review authorized 
the special election based on 
the fact a sending/receiving 
district would be established.

Cape May resident Jo Tolley 
said she was concerned about 
the city’s relationship with 
West Cape May and Lower 
Township. She said if Cape 
May were successful in with-
drawing from the regional 
school district, there would 
be enmity between the com-
munities, which she compared 
to a divorce. 

“Who loses in all that? The 
children definitely lose, and 
we lose the friendship of our 
neighbors, too,” Tolley said. 
“In my belief system, I want 
my neighbors to do to me as I 
do to them.”

She said there were other, 
more important issues such as 
low wages in the area. Tolley 
said $10 per hour was a high 
wage in the county and that 
was not a living wage. 

Cape May resident James 
Brady said it seems as if the 
residents of Lower Township 
are more interested in taxes 
than education. He asked 
what Lower Township’s cost 
per pupil was for the regional 
school district.

Wichterman said he be-
lieved Lower Township’s cost 

per pupil was about $12,000. 
Brady said he heard Cape May 
had a cost per pupil of $79,000 
to $100,000.

“Is that fair?” he asked. 
Brady said Lower Cape May 

Regional High School ranked 
in the lower third of high 
schools on a state survey. He 
said the school ranked about 
336 out of 386 high schools in 
the state.  

Cape May resident Lisa 
Campanella asked if the cur-
rent City Council had been in 
conversation with the three 
newly elected council mem-
bers that will take office in 
January.

“Do we know whether this is 
actually going to go forward,” 
she asked. 

Wichterman said he attend-
ed candidates night, where 
two council members stated 
they would be guided by the 
votes of residents.

“To put it very frankly, 
we’re going to have to put 
more money in the budget 
next year to go to court,” he 
said. 

Wichterman said Gagliardi 
estimated $75,000 was needed 
in next year’s budget.

While $75,000 was placed in 
this year’s budget, not all of it 
was spent, Wichterman said. 

Resident Bob Familetti 
asked why West Cape May was 
either neutral or not involved 
with the school issue. Wich-
terman said West Cape May 
voted in favor of changing the 
funding formula in the Nov. 
4 election because it would 
have reduced their school 
taxes. He said if Cape May 
became a sending district, 
West Cape May’s school taxes 
would increase because Cape 
May would have a significant 
reduction in its taxes while 
West Cape May remained a 
member of the Lower Cape 
May Regional School District. 

Wichterman said he has 
heard no comments whatso-
ever from West Cape May’s 
mayor. 

Wayne Kaiser, who identi-
fied himself as a part-time 
resident of Cape May and 
a nonvoter, said there was 
a perception that owners of 
second homes in Cape May 
are rich. He said that was 
“patently false.” Kaiser said 
he rents out his home and has 
never seen a positive cash 
flow. 

Cape May resident Bernie 
Haas commented that paying 
school taxes is part of the cost 
of owning a home. He said the 
current regional school fund-
ing formula has worked for 
40 years. 

Haas said Cape May wants 
to reduce its property taxes 
by raising Lower Township’s 
property taxes. 

He urged new City Council 
members to stop the issue 
“in its tracks as soon as they 
take off.” 
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GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

OPEN FOR DINNER from 5pm
Friday & Saturday

HAPPY HOUR • 4pm – 6:30pm

Bar Open from 4pm • Wed. – Sat.
Serving comfort food Wed. & Thurs.

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

Coldest Beer 
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews

Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty

Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois

Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN

PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
BeST GLUTeN FRee 

MeNU AT THe SHORe

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM

Lucky 13

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo, 

Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits

WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta 
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs

THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter 

Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

           

         

  

         

       

 

       

 

407 Washington Street Mall •  609-884-0334 • henryscm.com

 

     

S I N C E  1 9 7 2

To All Our Friends & Neighbors

Happy Thanksgiving
As we at Henry’s count our blessings

we start with YOU, our valued customer
Since 1972 the loyalty and trust of our community has

been the essential core of our business

BLACK FRIDAY SPECIAL!

FREE
with $100 

Pandora Purchase
$30 VALUE 

PANDORA 
Tote Bag

11/28/14 – 11/30/14. Limited Supply

 
 

    

 

    
Thurs.-Sun. - music lineup in “Sea & Do”  

106 Decatur Street at Columbia Avenue, Cape May 
Reserve: 609.884.8363 or www.merioninn.com 

 

Make Thanksgiving a 2-Bird Day! 

 

 

$24.94 Turkey Dinner 
with “All the Trimmin’s” 

served 1-8 pm 

BE HOME FOR 4:30 KICKOFF-EAGLES VS. COWBOYS! 

**The Hunger Games:MockingJay #1  PG13  
11:00, 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:00

**The Hunger Games:MockingJay#1  PG13  
11:30, 2:20, 5:10, 8:00

**Penguins of Madagascar  PG  
11:10, 11:50, 2:30, 5:00, 7:20, 9:10, 9:40

Dumb & Dumber To  PG13  11:40, 2:10, 4:50, 7:40, 10:10
Interstellar  PG13  12:30, 4:10, 7:50
Big Hero 6  PG  11:05, 1:50, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30

**Horrible Bosses 2  R  11:29, 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:55

NOV. 28th THRU DEC. 4th

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

** No Passes • [ ]Fri - Wed

Cape May sees no need to rush low-speed vehicle ordinances
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — City Council 
tabled an ordinance dealing 
with the licensing and zoning 
of businesses wishing to rent 
low speed vehicles (LSVs) in 
the city and another ordinance 
regulating the operation of the 
vehicles. 

At a Nov. 17 council meeting, 
Mayor Edward Mahaney said 
the ordinances were sent to 

the city’s Planning Board for 
discussion. He said the Plan-
ning Board would meet again 
Nov. 25 to discuss LSVs.

“They would like to work 
with it and mold it, and they 
see a need to respond to this 
issue before it becomes a 
prevalent business in order to 
help both the people interested 
in investing in this business 
and also to make sure that the 
safety and welfare of the city 
is taken into concern,” Mah-

aney said. 
He suggested bringing the 

issue back in January to coun-
cil after three new council 
members take their seats. 

“It will be brought back with 
the recommendations of the 
Planning Board,” Mahaney 
said. 

He said the Planning Board 
wanted more time to look at the 
zones where LSV rental busi-
nesses would be permitted.

Mahaney said he reminded 

the Planning Board that the 
city did not want to be in 
the LSV rental business by 
granting a concession on city 
property. Discussion last sum-
mer mentioned the Welcome 
Center as a possible LSV rental 
location.  

“We wanted anybody that 
was interested to have a level 
playing field,” he said. 

At an October council meet-
ing, City Solicitor Tony Monzo 
said state law does not allow 

LSVs to exceed 25 mph. State 
law allows a city to regulate on 
which streets the vehicles may 
operate. LSVs may operate on 
streets with speed limits up to 
35 mph.

At that time, Monzo said an 
LSV rental business would be 
permitted in the C-1 zone, the 
city’s mall area or the C-5 light 
industrial zone near Swain’s 
Hardware. 

Mahaney said multiple par-
ties were looking into operat-

ing an LSV rental business 
in the city beginning next 
summer. A proposed city 
ordinance would require a 
renter of an LSV to be at least 
25 years old, have a valid 
driver’s license and auto in-
surance.

City ordinances prohibit 
operating two separate busi-
nesses on the same property, 
so a hotel or service station 
could not operate an LSV 
rental business.


