
TIDES : Jan. 31-Feb. 7, 2018
DATE HIGH LOW

A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.              
31  7:31 8:01 12:52 1:46
1 8:22 8:52 1:46 2:36
2 9:11 9:43 2:39 3:24
3 10:00 10:33 3:32 4:13
4 10:48 11:25 4:25 5:01
5 11:38  5:19 5:50
6 12:18 12:31 6:16 6:41
7 1:14 1:27 7:16 7:34

MOON PHASES
Last quarter, Feb. 7 • new moon, Feb. 15
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Villas man faces drug charges
CAPE MAY COURT 

HOUSE — Villas resident 
Richard Johnson was ar-
rested Jan. 25 and charged 
with distribution of a heroin.

This arrest was the con-

clusion of a cooperative 
investigation between the 
county Prosecutor’s Offi ce’s 
Gangs, Guns and Narcotics 
Task Force and the Lower 
Township Police Depart-
ment Detective Division.

According to a news re-
lease, Johnson, 36, was 
arrested during the execu-
tion of a court-authorized 
search warrant at his home 
on Rose Lane. Seized during 
the search were distribu-
tion amounts of heroin, 
police said. Also found was 
a weapon, specifically a 
medieval type of fl ail. The 
warrant was a result of an 
investigation regarding the 
suspected distribution of 
heroin from the residence.

Johnson was charged with 
distribution of a controlled 
dangerous substance (CDS), 
possession of a CDS, unlaw-
ful possession of a weapon, 
possession of a weapon for 
unlawful purposes, pos-
session of a hypodermic 
needle, certain person not to 
have a weapon, possession 
of weapon during a CDS 
offense, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, destruc-
tion of evidence-disorderly 
persons offense and ob-
struction. He was lodged in 
the Cape May County Jail 
pending court proceedings.

County tax rate to rise more than half-cent in ’18
CAPE MAY COURT 

HOUSE — The Cape May 
County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders introduced the 
2018 county budget Jan. 23 
calling for a rate increase of 
more than a half-cent. 

Freeholder Director Ger-
ald M. Thornton delivered 
his annual Budget Message 
that highlights the spending 
plan for 2018.

Preparing the budget is 
one of the most important 
documents used to govern 
all facets of county gov-
ernment,” Thornton said. 
“The budget serves as the 
blueprint that ensures we 
are addressing the needs of 
our residents, living within 
our means and maintaining 
the quality of life Cape May 
County residents expect and 
we work hard to maintain.”

The total budget for 2018 
is $152.6 million, a 4 per-
cent increase over the 2017 
spending plan.

“This increase will en-
able the county to maintain 

essential services as well 
as prepare for substan-
tial capital projects for im-
provements in county infra-
structure,” Thornton said. 

The tax rate for 2018 will 
rise .6 cents to 22.47 cents 
per $100 of assessed prop-
erty value.

The county is expected to 
raise $112 million in sup-
port of the budget.

“The county was able to 
generate surplus of over 
$11 million, which pushed 
the total surplus over $20 
million for the fi rst time in 
several years. The county 
increased the surplus an-
ticipated in the budget to 
$10.3 million, which is 50 
percent of the available 
surplus. This is consistent 
with the county’s policy,” 
he said.

Thornton said the budget 
took senior administrative 
staff months of research, 
coordination and work to 
complete.  

“They have created a 

document that best refl ects 
our mission to provide ser-
vices to our residents and 
invest in our future. They 
are sensitive to the needs 
of our most venerable and 
underserved population 
and that is refl ected in this 
budget,” he said. “They 
understand this board’s 
continued commitment to 
our constituents and the 
need to remain within the 
state-mandated cap. Their 
job does not end with the 
adoption of the budget. 
They carefully monitor 
spending throughout the 
year to ensure we remain 
on track and continue to be 
fi scally responsible to the 
taxpayers.”

Thornton said the county 
is working on many fronts 
to deal with the issues that 
are hurting families.  

“Renovations at the court-
house will provide for an ex-
tended drug court, staffi ng 
and training has been added 
to the Prosecutor’s Offi ce 

and the Department of So-
cial Services is at the end 
stages of being reorganized 
to better identify and assist 
those in need,” he said. 

“Cooperation with lo-
cal organizations has been 
ramped up to provide warm-
ing shelters, food pantries 
and clothing for those in 
need. The Homeless Trust 
Fund is generating funds to 
address and prevent home-
lessness in the county.  The 
Offi ce of Emergency Man-
agement has revamped the 
Code Blue program to en-
able each municipality time 
to focus on providing shel-
ter in the event of severe 
weather conditions. 

“This board takes pride 
in the accomplishments 
and improvements made 
over the past several years.  
This is our home and we 
work hard to provide the 
best opportunities for our 
residents. Infrastructure, 
public safety and health 
and human services are 

paramount in our spending 
plan.”

He said the freeholder 
board is continuing to bring 
new jobs and economic op-
portunities to the county.  
“Public safety is always 
in the forefront. Two ma-
jor construction projects 
will come to fruition this 
year,” he said, citing the 
85,000-square-foot jail 
scheduled for completion 
in May and the central dis-
patch system. 

“Central dispatch and 
communication within Cape 
May County for emergency 
purposes has been an ongo-
ing concern,” he said. “The 
county central dispatch 
project is nearing comple-
tion. The inter-local agree-
ment with Lower Township 
has proved to be a cost-
effective and effi cient model 
to provide 911 services 
throughout the county.”

The project consists of a 
central dispatch facility that 
includes a renovation to the 

Lower Township Police De-
partment. The construction 
was completed in phases 
and the contractor is cur-
rently working on Phase 3. 

The Emergency Manage-
ment Center contains 16 dis-
patch consoles, a dispatch 
training room, command 
room, conference room, ad-
ministrative offi ces, a locker 
room and kitchen. Security 
features such as cameras 
and card access units are 
being installed. The equip-
ment is being assembled on 
the dispatch consoles. 

“The Lower Township 
Police Department is on 
track and all team members 
are anxiously awaiting the 
completion of this innova-
tive project,” he said.

Thornton said the budget 
“will provide the ability to 
keep costs low while tack-
ling necessary and impor-
tant projects that will im-
prove our community both 
this years and in our time 
ahead.”
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Love Head To Toe 
$350 + tax 
Escape with your loved one 
for a relaxing date! Enjoy 
a 50 minute side by side 
Swedish massages and Spa 
Pedicures together. Decadent 
chocolates and teas will 
complete your spa date.

For the full list of specials, visit 
CapeMayDaySpa.com

Love Is In The Air $340 + tax
Feel the love with this 80 minute side by side couple’s 
treatment that encompasses a relaxing Swedish Massage 
enhanced with a soothing foot reflexology in the 
romantic setting of our private couple’s room. Conclude 
with decadent chocolates and teas in the spa lounge.

Make your appointment today…  for the perfect escape

Massages • Facials • Manicures • Pedicures • Baths • Couple’s Packages

Treat your special someone to a gift card

Escape
with your Valentine

DAY SPA

THE

& HOLISTIC CENTER

609.898.1003 
607 Jefferson Street

Cape May, NJ

CapeMayDaySpa.com

           

         

  

         

       

 

       

 

        

 

     

 

AMERICA’STOP 50DESIGNERRETAILERS

Nothing like flowers or candy to say…
"Here, I got you something for Valentine’s"
This year, make it personal.

Make it Henry's.
Make it…

®

   

   

       

     

           

         

  

         

       

 

       

 

407 Washington Street Mall •  609-884-0334 • henryscm.com

 

     

S I N C E  1 9 7 2

E M P L O Y E E S   H AV E   R I G H T S

FREE CONSULTATION NO FEES OR EXPENSES UNTIL RECOVERY

1252 Rt. 109, Cape May, NJ 08204 • info@kurkowskilaw.com
609-884-1788(TEL) • 609-884-1163(FAX)

609-884-1788

Wrongful Termination • Discrimination
Whistleblower/CEPA

Harassment • Sexual Harassment
Hostile Work Environment

Medical Leave/FMLA
Unemployment Appeals

Lower ‘Cop Stop’ planned
at North Cape May Wawa

ERMA — The Lower 
Township Police Depart-
ment will be hosting a 
“Cop Stop” from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
13, in the Wawa at 3719 
Bayshore Road in North 
Cape May. 

Ptlm. Eric Coombs will 
answer questions or lis-
ten to comments citizens 
may have concerning the 
operations of the police 
department.

Literature on various 
community projects and 

law enforcement oppor-
tunities will also be avail-
able. The “Cop Stop” pro-
gram is a setting where po-
lice offi cers are available 
to interact with residents 
of the community in a re-
laxed atmosphere.

Business owners who 
are interested in hosting 
such an event are encour-
aged to speak with Coombs 
or may contact Lt. John 
Chew at (609) 886-1619, 
ext. 114, to discuss the 
program. 

Old police car takes LEAD in drug fi ght
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

COLD SPRING — It’s 
known as the “LEAD Car,” 
and while it looks like it could 
have been the pace car for 
the Indianapolis 500, it’s on 
a different course.

LEAD stands for Law En-
forcement Against Drugs. 
The car made its fi rst appear-
ance Jan. 23 during a Lower 
Township Board of Educa-
tion meeting. Superintendent 
Jeff Samaniego said an old 
police car was donated by 
the Lower Township Police 
Department and dropped off 
at Eddie’s Auto Body. 

“The idea was to fi x up this 
car to bring drug awareness 
to not only our schools but 
our community,” Samaniego 
said, adding that Offi cer Eric 
Coombs and Offi cer Jen An-
zelone run the school’s LEAD 
program.

Board member Steve Lew-
is, of Eddie’s Auto Body, and 

his wife, Heather, made a 
donation and commitment to 
make the former police car 
very special for the district, 
he said.

“We want to make this car 
stand out. We want to educate 
our kids against drugs and 
we want to send a message to 
the community,” Samaniego 
said. 

Lewis said restoring the 
LEAD car was about a six-
month project. He said part 
of the restoration, besides 
the fl uorescent green paint 
job, was installing new fend-
ers and bumpers. Initially 
the project was just to paint 
the decommissioned police 
car, but the project took on a 
life of its own. Lewis said he 
asked if the car could be left 
at the body shop for a while. 
He said the car was made 
a priority in order to get it 
fi nished on time.

Lewis said the car would 
be presented to the police 
department on a future date.

Jack Fichter/CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
Lower Township police donated this old police cruiser for use 
in the school’s Law Enforcement Against Drugs program.


