
‘To protect our beaches’

Opioid series earns staff statewide ‘Responsible Journalism’ award

County business leaders try to rally
opposition to offshore drilling plan

Boutique-hotel
plan goes back
to WCM board 

Roseann Avenue bids 
exceed existing funds

Cape May Star and Wave

OCEAN CITY — Staff 
writers Kristen Kelleher 
and Eric Avedissian won 
fi rst place for their series on 
the opioid epidemic in the 
annual New Jersey Press 
Association Better Newspa-
per Contest for 2017.

The Cape May Star and 
Wave and its sister news-
papers earned 31 NJPA 
awards — including 12 fi rst-
place awards — for report-
ing, editing, photography 
and advertising.

“Editor Craig Schenck 
and I worked with Kristen 
and Eric on the opioid se-
ries that ran in all of our 
newspapers and we were in-
credibly impressed with the 
stories they produced over 
the course of a few months 
early last year,” said David 
Nahan, editor and publisher 
of the Ocean City Sentinel 
and its sister newspapers, 
the Cape May Star and 
Wave, Upper Township 
Sentinel and The Sentinel 
of Somers Point, Linwood 
and Northfi eld.

The opioid series ran in 
all of the newspapers. 

“All of our staff mem-
bers contribute to all of our 
publications,” Nahan said. 
“That is the nature of com-

munity journalism.”
Talking about the winning 

series, he added, “We have 
seen the damage the opioid 
crisis has been having here 
in southern New Jersey and 

our reporters were able to 
personalize the issue with 
in-depth interviews with 
people who have been per-
sonally affected and solid 
reporting about the problem 
and those working to fi ght 
it. I believe this series was 
among the best and most 
important work that our 
newspapers have done in 
recent years.” 

The series won the Re-
sponsible Journalism En-
terprise category, which 
“recognizes enterprise, ini-
tiative and resourcefulness 

by a staff reporter or report-
ers, in uncovering newswor-
thy happenings that are not 
necessarily hard news.”

Staff members won two 
other awards related to the 
series.

Kelleher earned a third 
place in the Feature Writing 
category for her story from 
the series on a mother who 
turned into an educator af-
ter her daughter’s drug use 
and recovery.

Nahan earned a fi rst place 

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

C A P E  M A Y  C O U R T 
HOUSE — The leader of a 
countywide business orga-
nization is highly opposed to 
plans for oil and gas explora-
tion off the coast, and wants 
others to get involved to try 
to stop it.

“Once again, we are fi ght-
ing to protect our beaches, 
ocean waters and backbay 
estuaries from the threat of 
offshore oil exploration and 
expansion along the Atlantic 
coast,” warns an email from 
Cape May County Chamber 
of Commerce President Vicki 
Clark sent to its membership 
as well as to members of the 
Lower Township Chamber of 
Commerce.

The alert notes the fed-
eral Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management (BOEM) an-
nounced Jan. 8 in the Federal 
Register the release of its 
draft proposal for the 2019 
to 2024 Outer Continental 
Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program. This new plan 
includes the entire Atlantic 
Seaboard from Maine to 
Florida, including the waters 
off New Jersey within three 
miles of the beach.

County leaders also have 
organized a rally for 9:30 
a.m. Monday, Feb. 26, at 
the Ocean City Music Pier, 
Moorlyn Terrace and the 
Boardwalk.

Clark said U.S. Rep. Frank 
LoBiondo, who has verbally 
opposed the drilling plan, 
confi rmed he would attend. 
Others planning to be there 
include Cape May County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders 
Director Gerald Thornton 
and Ocean City Mayor Jay 
Gillian.

Clark urged chamber 
members to cut and paste a 
letter in the email she sent 
out or to write their own 
and submit it before March 
9 to regulations.gov under 
BOEM-2017-0074-001 or 
mail to: Ms. Kelly Ham-
merie, Chief, National Oil 
and Gas Leasing Program, 

Development and Coordi-
nation Branch, Leasing Di-
vision, Office of Strategic 
Resources, BOEM (VAM-
LD), 45600 Woodland Rd, 
Mailstop VAM-LD, Sterling, 
Va. 20166. 

The letter reads:
“Dear BOEM,
I am submitting comments 

today opposing the proposed 
2019-2024 Outer Continental 
Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program.

Current estimates of the 
amount of technically re-
coverable oil off the entire 
Atlantic coast from Maine 
to Florida would only last 
the nation approximately 
229 days and the amount 
of technically recoverable 
gas would only last approxi-
mately 562 days. The risks 
of offshore drilling far out-
weigh the benefi ts.

When you drill, you spill. It 
is inevitable. The oil industry 

touts a 99 percent safety 
record but that 1 percent is 
horrifi c for people living in 
the vicinity of a spill when 
it occurs. The federal gov-
ernment predicts at least 
one spill per year for every 
1,000 barrels in the Gulf 
of Mexico over the next 40 
years — a spill of 10,000 
barrels or more every three 
to four years. Oil spills travel 
vast distance and the Gulf 
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WEST CAPE MAY — Two 
men who hope to turn an 
old home into a boutique 
hotel with a restaurant have 
returned to the Planning 
Board with a scaled-back 
version of their proposal.

The borough’s Planning 
Board received its third 
visit from Mark Lukas and 
Edward Celata, who hope 
to turn their historic home 
at 119 Myrtle Ave. into a 
three-story, 17,570-square-
foot boutique hotel to be 
known as “The Ewing.” 
A home at 123 Broadway 
would be demolished to al-
low access from Broadway 
to a rear parking area.

The applicants appeared 
before the board in October 
and the hearing continued 
into December, when the 
plan was altered after in-
put from neighbors. At that 

time, a number of variances 
were needed for the project 
and a vote of the board was 
against approval.

The applicants returned 
Feb. 13 with a revised plan 
with no variances requested 
other than for pre-existing 
conditions, according to the 
attorney for the applicants, 
Dottie Bolinsky. She said 
the hotel would contain 23 
rooms and a restaurant. 

Project architect Pam 
Fine said the existing his-
toric home would remain 
with an addition.

“We tried to take the ex-
isting historic house, fi nd 
what makes it beautiful, 
take those characteristics 
and just continue those in 
the addition to really create 
a seamless, timeless addi-
tion,” she said.

Project engineer/planner 
Vince Orlando said the need 

By JACK FICHTER
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VILLAS — Lower Town-
ship Council rejected bids 
from contractors for road-
way and utility improve-
ments on Roseann Avenue 
after the lowest bid substan-
tially exceeded available 
funds.

Council approved a reso-
lution rejecting two bids at 
their meeting Feb. 5.

In a letter dated Feb. 2 to 
Lower Township Manager 
Jim Ridgway, Mark Sray, 
senior engineer with Mott 
MacDonald, stated two con-
tractors submitted sealed 
bids for the project Jan. 31 
after 12 contractors picked 
up bid packages.

Mathis Construction sub-
mitted a base bid of $7.5 
million. Perna Finnigan Inc. 
submitted a base bid of $8.8 
million. Sray stated both 

bids exceed the amount of 
township funds available for 
the project and he advised 
council to reject both bids. 

A decision to offer another 
bid period for the project 
would be a future decision 
of council.

In 2016, council passed a 
$4.7 million bond to provide 
for drainage and storm wa-
ter improvements and road 
reconstruction on Roseann 
Avenue and the Bayshore 
Estates area. The project 
would include a pump sta-
tion to increase drainage 
flow into Cox Hall Creek. 
Residents on Roseann Av-
enue have been experiencing 
fl ooding problems since at 
least 1985.

Mott MacDonald had esti-
mated a cost of $5.2 million 
to replace a main trunk line 
and install a large pump sta-
tion to create gravity relief 
at all times of storm water.
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Serving Lunch & Dinner from 11:30am
Organic Beef & Chicken • Best Gluten Free Menu • Thin Crust Brick Oven Pizza

Lucky 13 $13 SPECIALS ALL DAY til 5pm
Coldest Beer in Cape May 30 on Tap

$1 Oyster Night Every Wednesday • Raw Bar Specials

OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH, DINNER & LATE NIGHT

Now Offering a Complete Gluten-Free Menu From Appetizers to Desserts
1200 RT. 109 SOUTH CAPE MAY, NJ   •   609-884-BONE (2663)   •   WWW.LUCKYBONESGRILLE.COM
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Cape May’s pristine beaches could be threatened by the Trump administration’s proposal to 
allow oil drilling off the Atlantic coast. The county Chamber of Commerce is urging mem-
bers to protest the plan to the Bureau of Ocean Management.

Opioid series, Page A4

See Boutique, Page A4

‘Once again, we are fighting to protect 
our beaches, ocean waters and backbay 
estuaries from the threat of offshore 
oil exploration and expansion along the 
Atlantic coast.’

– Vicki Clark, president, 
Cape May County Chamber of Commerce

See O� shore, Page A3

INSIDE

State Assembly 
approves bill 
discouraging 

offshore drilling.
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