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Lawmakers seek flood insurance reform

Continued from Page Al

has safeguards to stop pre-
miums from being jacked
up. It will help people pre-
pare prior to a storm with
accurate maps and flood
prevention investments, it
will strengthen the claims
process so survivors get
what they need to rebuild,
and it will bring much-
needed accountability to

Cape May settles
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Gillin-Schwartz said com-
munication issues including
design materials for phase
four of Lafayette Street Park
and phases three and four for
reconstruction of Pennsylva-
nia Avenue were resolved.

the Write Your Own pro-
gram. We owe so much to
our flooding victims and
are working hard to see
these reforms enacted this
Congress.”

According to FEMA, Risk
Rating 2.0. leverages in-
dustry best practices and
cutting-edge technology to
enable it to deliver rates
that are actuarilly sound,
equitable, easier to under-
stand and better reflect a

property’s flood risk.

Policyholders with lower-
valued homes are paying
more than their share of
the risk while policyholders
with higher-valued homes
are paying less than their
share of the risk, FEMA
stated.

Because Risk Rating 2.0
considers rebuilding costs,
FEMA can equitably dis-
tribute premiums across
all policyholders based on

home value and a prop-
erty’s unique flood risk.
Annual premium increas-
es would not be more than
18 percent per year under
existing statutory limits.
FEMA will continue to
offer premium discounts
for pre-FIRM subsidized
and newly mapped proper-
ties. Policyholders will still
be able to transfer their
discount to a new owner
by assigning their flood in-

surance policy when their
property changes owner-
ship.

“Climate change is here,”
Menendez said. “I have
spent decades calling for
action to cut carbon pol-
lution and slow climate
change. I have three beau-
tiful granddaughters, and
I constantly worry about
what kind of world we are
leaving them. The fires, the
floods, the droughts, the

lost crops — it will all get
worse in the years ahead.
Future generations are de-
pending on us. I don’t know
what will motivate Republi-
cans to join us in this fight.
But let’s be clear. Even if
somehow the entire United
States went completely car-
bon neutral tomorrow, we
would still need to invest in
mitigation to create a more
sustainable flood insurance
program.”

“This settlement agree-
ment allows both parties to
get what they need, and it
demonstrates compromise,”
he said.

Mott MacDonald conceded
it would not be paid for some
work from 2020 amounting
to nearly $30,000, Gillin-
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Schwartz said. The settle-
ment avoids litigation of a
potential contract issue.
Deputy Mayor Stacy Shee-
han asked how the amount
of unpaid bills from Mott
MacDonald was determined.
Gillin-Schwartz said the fig-
ures were reviewed in depth
by the city’s chief financial
officer. The city held the
position that it hired a new
engineer Jan. 1, and Mott
MacDonald’s work needed

to be transitioned to the new
engineer. Gillin-Schwartz
said work from 2020 was
authorized under a prior
administration.

Mayor Zack Mullock said
the city underpaid Mott
MacDonald but spent a “ton
of money” with the firm. He
said he was in favor of the
settlement.

The settlement is much
more than the city is paying
its new engineer this year,

he said. Mullock said he was
not pleased Mott MacDonald
did not share information
with the city’s new engineer,
Vince Orlando of Engineer-
ing Design Associates.

“It’s held up the city, it’s
been a major problem for
the city. I think it’s been
completely unprofessional,
and the amount of money is a
ton of money,” Mullock said.

He said some of the con-
tracts approved with Mott
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MacDonald were granted
during the final meeting of
the previous administration
which put the city in a major
bind.

Gillin-Schwartz said ac-
cording to city records, an
authorization was made for
$154,900 to Mott MacDonald.

The city and Mott Mac-
Donald have been working
for months to reach a settle-
ment, Gillin-Schwartz said.
He said he was receiving a
“laundry list” of items Or-
lando needed.

The enabling resolution
notes the city made pay-
ments to Mott MacDonald
of $23,730 on July 27, 2021,
$1,130 on Aug. 30, 2021,
and $565 on Nov. 3, 2021.
Mullock said the city made
payments because subcon-
tractors were not being paid.

Mott MacDonald produced
concept designs of expand-
ing the seawall from Madi-
son Avenue to Wilmington
Avenue, oversaw creation
of Lafayette Street Park,
performed a preliminary
environmental assessment
of the Allen AME church to
ascertain the presence or ab-
sence of environmental con-
cerns and served as engineer
for Soldiers and Sailors Park.

Mott MacDonald prepared
a master plan of the city’s
water system and oversaw

Make Marriage
e YV Ork —

One of the greatest
adjustments in life occurs
when a man and woman
decide to become
husband and wife. It is
very important to remem-

replacement of Cape May’s
largest water main from its
desalination plant, suggested
an architectural firm for the
public safety building and
handled a number of road
paving and water infrastruc-
ture projects.

In December 2020, then
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