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City proposes banning marijuana smoking in public

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — City Coun-
cil introduced an ordinance
prohibiting the smoking of
marijuana in public areas
including the Promenade
and the Washington Street
Mall.

At a March 16 council
meeting, city solicitor Chris
Gillen-Schwartz said the or-
dinance would cover public
streets, sidewalks, public
property, parks and “any-
thing the municipality has
an interest in.”

The ordinance does not
ban smoking marijuana on
private property including
businesses, hotels, a front
lawn, or porch of residence,
he said. Areas where smok-
ing marijuana in Cape May
would be prohibited include
the Promenade, Washing-
ton Street Mall, and any
public street.

“I think this provides the
clearest direction of where
it’s appropriate and where

it’s not appropriate and that
can help our police force
in enforcing this,” Gillin-
Schwartz said.

Fines can be levied on
those smoking marijuana in
public places, no less than
$100 nor more than $250
for a first offense, a fine of
not less than $500 nor more
than $1,000 for a second or
subsequent offense may be
levied.

Gillin-Schwartz said the
fines were in line with other
municipalities in the county
and some discretion is left
to the municipal judge.

Councilman Chris
Bezaire said there was con-
cern among some residents
of the city permitting the
sale of marijuana in retail
or commercial zones. He
said time was of the essence
to prohibit the smoking of
marijuana in public areas
since currently there was
no local law on the books.

He said Cape May has 180
days from the date the state
legalized recreational mari-

juana to dictate whether
the city would allow the
selling or cultivating of
cannabis. Sale of marijuana
and cultivation is currently
not permitted in Cape May,
Bezaire said.

“I think I can safely speak
on behalf of council that we
just don’t feel that’s in our
best interest....” he said.

Mayor Zack Mullock
said the ordinance was in
agreement with Cape May’s
“family values and family
resort.” He said under the
law, persons could do want
they want in their homes
but not on public property.

A proviso in the state
law legalizing recreational
marijuana does not allow
police to alert parents if
their minor children are
caught using marijuana.
Mullock said he disagreed
with that proviso and called
it a disservice to police and
parents.

Gillin-Schwartz said that
provision of the law has re-
ceived comment from many

municipalities and the state
government may consider
amending the law.

Deputy Mayor Stacy
Sheehan said the ordinance
also prohibited the vaping
of marijuana.

During public comment,
City Clerk Erin Burke read
an email from resident
Larry Reed, a member of
the Cape May Elementary
School Board of Education.
He suggested the city pass
a full ban on cannabis sales.

Reed stated the city
should consider the cost of
training police to recognize
and respond to cannabis
use, expenses of court hear-
ings and challenges and
taxing law already busy law
enforcement personnel.

“With cannabis, there
could likely be an influx of
tourists coming due to the
lure of this drug,” he said.
“This would greatly impact
enforcement practices.”

Resident Norman Ledwin
said he worked in health-
care for 48 years and it

Before and after

The Judge Nathaniel Foster House in Villas, circa 1730, has been freshly painted. The house is of First Period heavy timber
frame construction and is being restored for use as a museum by Lower Township. The “before” photo is from March 2016
and the “after” photo was taken Monday, March 29.
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can be proven that mari-
juana was a gateway to hard
drugs.

Police Chief Dekon
Fashaw said the state At-
torney General’s Office
gave police departments a
reference card stating how
police should interact with
the public using marijuana.
Fashaw said the reference
card states the odor of mari-
juana burning or raw does
not establish a reasonable
suspicion to stop or search a
person as a means to detain.

“It might make our ef-
forts a little bit harder when
we are trying to enforce
this smoking ban on mari-
juana,” Fashaw said.

Gillin-Schwartz said the
way he interpreted prob-
able cause, it eliminated

TIDES: March

DATE HIGH
AM. P.M.
31 10:43 11:11
| 11:35
2 12:05 12:33
3 1:05 1:39
4 2:12 2:54
5 3:24 4:09
6 4:34 5:16
7 5:35 6:12

state level violations but if
the city creates a regula-
tion, an officer would have
the ability to “point out that
conduct that’s regulated
locally.”

“It just wouldn’t result in
the violation of a state level
charge,” Gillin-Schwartz.

Fashaw said officers had
concerns about violating
the civil rights of a citizen.
He said someone smoking
marijuana in a public area
was not a breach of the
peace offense, so it was not
a crime.

Police will carry an in-
formation card explaining
the violations. Bezaire said
those who violated the mar-
ijjuana smoking ordinance
would not be detained but
receive a citation.
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MOON PHASES
Last quarter, April 4 * new moon, April 12
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EQUITY PROFESSIONAL THEATER

EAST LYNNE THEATER C0.| A0 S 7 ¥10) | IS

RESTAURANT & BAR

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

BAR OPEN <3

] WEDNESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY
Starting at 4pm A

THURSDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

ERVING DINNE

S MAKE EASTER
RESERVATIONS

V&
Opening at 4pm

615 Lafayette Street ¢ Cape May, NJ ¢ 609-884-2111

Find us on

Faceboc

2dfatee
COLD SPRING
VILLAGE

EXPERIENCE EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY

ENJOY beautiful weather as you

take a quided walk through a

portion of Historic Cold Spring

Village and experience the

mystique of days gone by.

LEARN the history of several Village buildings and the lifestyles
of those who worked and lived in the Village.

VISIT the Country Store where you may purchase a unique
souvenir of the Village.

Tour ends at Cold Spring Brewery with a

Before We Return Live in June,
Check Out Our Virtual Events on YouTube:
www.tinyurl.com/ELTC-YouTube

_——— NOTHING MATTERS

Mon. April 12 — Sun. May 9 at 8:00 PM

Written by Dave Geible, directed by Gayle Stahlhuth, starring
James Rana and Stahlhuth. A poet seeks the advice of Civil
War veteran and journalist Ambrose Bierce (An Occurrence
| at Owl Creek Bridge, The Devil’s Dictionary), who worked
= for William Randolph Hearst, among other publishers.
Afully-staged, Equity, filmed and edited production.
Tickets are free or Pay-What-You-Will (85 min):

www.tinyurl.com/bierce-tix

AUNT HATTIE’S HOUSE

Premiere on Thu. April 22;
watch any time through April 25

Playwright/performer Emma Palzere-Rae as Harriet Beecher-
Stowe, explores what drove her to write Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

Tickets are free; donations welcome:
www.eastlynnetheater.org/aunt-hatties-house.htmi

INFO & UPDATES: eastlynnetheater.org

Supported in part by a grant from NJ Dept. of State, Division of Travel and Tourism

New Jersey

visitnj.org

Cold Spring Brewery

c.1804
New Jersey's First Non-Profit Brewery

733 Seashore Road, Cape May, NJ coldspringbrewery.org
(609) 854-3077

*UV air purifiers installed to reduce airborne germs.

com plimen tary mini f. Ilght tas ting (beer, sarsaparilla, or water)

TOURS AT 11AM

Tours are $12 per person (10.00 children 3~12) - Members receive a $2 discount.

Tours begin at the Seashore Road/Rt.626 Gate House.

TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE

Click on the red BOOK NOW button at hcsv.org to check
availability and reserve your tickets today!

BUY A BRICK PROGRA

"Pave your way into history”

Gift Cards for Purchase
Credit Cards ONLY
NO CASH CURRENTLY

Growlers & Cans
TO GO

with a personalized brick.

Visit hesv.org for more info
Supported in part

A
by a grant from g M

NJ Department of State,  INew Jersey
Division of Travel & Tourism ~ Visitnj.org

All profits support HCSV Foundation, a non-profit living history museum




