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Ostara’s Coffee House still brewmg after five years

By JOHN ALVAREZ
Special to the Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY — Os-
tara’s Coffee House opened
in 2018 at 600 Park Blvd.
with a good bit of fanfare for
a starting business.

After all, the sister-in-law
team of Victoria and Anas-
tasia Maniotis were locals
with many friends and fam-
ily members to support their
organic coffee shop.

They also had a suitable
location in a complex filled
with antiques stores and art
galleries, pet care shops and
the occasional restaurant.

The name Ostara’s, which
stands for the Greek goddess
of spring and rebirth, was so
unique that people would
enter the café like sailors an-
swering the sirens’ call just
to ask what the name meant,
but would stay for the coffee.

Add to that the images ap-
pearing on social media sites
of Victoria Ionnis Maniotis’
daughter Ariadne handing
change to customers with
her infectious smile — earn-
ing her the title, “The Baby
Barista,” by everyone who
met her — and the café was
off to a great start.

But that was five years
ago. Since then, there has
been pandemic that caused
the tourist trade to slow
down to a crawl for several
long months.

Articles that had been
written by corporate special-
ists in consumer magazines,
business sections of news-
papers or commerce blog-
gers on their websites spoke
of doom and gloom for new
businesses that had started
in the past few years.

Coffeehouses were sig-
naled out by these experts
because most of them that
have started recently seem
to be here one day and gone
the next. According to their
estimations, experts claim
that only 20 percent of cof-
feeshops survive to make it
to their first five years.

City tries to

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — You may
have seen a dust- or pollen-
covered car parked near
City Hall or Victorian Tow-
ers that doesn’t ever seem to
leave its space.

City Council tabled an or-
dinance to allow the city to
ticket or tow vehicles left in
the same parking space on
a public street for seven or
more days.

Councilwoman Maureen
McDade asked if the ordi-
nance included contractor
vehicles left in one place for
weeks. City solicitor Chris
Gillin-Schwartz said the or-
dinance covered contractors
and other city ordinances
addressed parking of trail-
ers and boats.

Deputy Mayor Lorraine
Baldwin the seven-day park-
ing limit could affect some-
one who left for a week of
vacation.

City Manager Mike Voll
said police and code enforce-
ment would have discretion.

“They’re just not going to
go along and start tagging
and towing,” he said.

Councilman Mike Yea-
ger said his neighbors have
no driveway and have no
choice other than parking
in the street in front of their

house.
Police Chief  Dekon
Fashaw said Victorian

Towers made some chang-
es and many of its residents

“Actually, I read in some
article that it was 28 per-
cent,” Victoria Maniotis
said.

In their first five years,
Ostara’s developed from a
niche organic coffee café to a
community hub where many
of gather to celebrate. On
many days, the family makes
Ostara’s feel like home.

If you ask the average cus-
tomer who comes to the café
with frequent regularity, the
success of Ostara’s was in
the stars. Most patrons ad-
mire the fun and charm that
has been felt there from day
one. But, if Anastacia Mani-
otis was going to be honest,
the style of success the café
has been receiving was not
exactly what she expected.

“I think the success of our
first two years was how we
thought it was going to con-
tinue being,” she said. “But
more people started walking
in. We started to realize we
were becoming very busy,
and it was very nice. It is
unbelievable sometimes just
how successful and popular
we are.”

Victoria Maniotis agreed
and added, “I expecting
us to get better over time.
I didn’t expect us to have
a following like we do. I
didn’t realize how big of
a following Ostara’s had
till this year. Ioannis and
I have our second daugh-
ter this year named Oon-
agh. When I had her, more
people reached out to me
with such kindness. They
are partaking in our per-
sonal lives. We lost a be-
loved family member this
year and people were very
wonderful during that time
reaching out to us in our
grief. It was during mo-
ments like this when I re-
alized so many people are
part of our lives.”

Another reason for Osta-
ra’s success is the fact that
the location is a place fea-
tures the talents of women.
Displayed throughout the

coffee house are original
artwork, jewelry, paintings,
crafts, ﬂowers and a host of
other items created, grown
or developed by women.

“I think it’s the way the
café developed because
Anastasia and I are always
here,” Victoria Maniotis
said. “We have been female
focus. We didn’t intend for
Ostara’s to be that way. We
were promoting female art-
ist and businesses. And we
have the kids in here as well
and I had two girls. There
are also strong men that
are supporting us behind
the scenes. Besides all the
work Ioannis has done for
us maintenance wise, Bruce
Mc Causland of ‘Signs Plus
of Printings in Wildwood’ is
doing all of our print work.
This job is not easy. Thanks
goodness we are not doing
this alone. It’s really become
such a community and nei-
ther one of us truly expected
it.”

It so nice to have such sup-
port,” Anastacia Maniotis
added. “It really is amazing
to me. People just keep com-
ing back. It’s crazy but you
got to enjoy it.”

As for the next five years,
the two just want to be right
where they are to see what
happens.

“I don’t plan on going any-
where,” Victoria Maniotis.
“l want to stay here and
watch my children grow.
I want to watch my family
grow. For the past five years,
it has been such a learning
experience for us. We start-
ed bringing the community
together, we started con-
necting people. And it felt
good. For the next five years,
I hope to be here and contin-
ue to get better and better at
what we are doing.

Ostara’s Coffee House is
located at 600 Park Blvd. in
West Cape May. Hours are
7:30 am. to 2 p.m. Wednes-
days to Sundays and will
expand during the summer
season.

curb long-term parking

were parking on Carpen-
ters Lane for the entire
summer, some using handi-
cap tags.

“There’s no meter revenue
coming in from that and they
are parking there for more
than seven days,” he said.

He said police would run
the license tag on a car to
verify the owner’s address
before taking action. A prob-
lem could occur with second
home wners who may park
a car with an out-of-state
tag in front of their house,
Fashaw said.

Some second homeowners
may leave a car in the city all
year, he said, which could be
identified with some type of
decal issued by the city.

Mayor Zack Mullock said
it was not the aim of coun-
cil to tow cars or garner ex-
tra revenue for the city, it
wished to solve the issue of
cars left in a space for a long
period of time.

McDade suggested resi-
dents leaving a car in front
of their house for longer pe-
riod of time could inform the
city.

Mullock said the ordi-
nance was the result of citi-
zen complaints.

Councilman Shaine Meier
said some whole house rent-
ers may not move their cars
for a week. He suggested an
eight-day time period.

Fashaw said enforcement
would be the result of re-
ceiving a complaint since
officers did not have time to

TIDES: March 29-April 5, 2023

DATE HIGH LOW
AM. P.M. AM. P.M.
29 2:37 3:23 9:14 8:57
30 3:43 4:29 10:17 10:02
31 4:46 5:25 11:13 11:00
| 5:40 6:13 11:59 1151
2 6:26 6:55 12:38
3 7:07 7:33 12:37 1:13
4 7:45 8:09 1:18 1:45
5 8:21 8:43 1:58 2:16

MOON PHASES
First quarter, March 29 ¢ full moon, April 6
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check many parked cars.

Gillin-Schwartz said the
intent of the ordinance was
o “prevent vehicles being
left with no intent to come
back to them.” He suggested
the ordinance highlight the
process of enforcement.

McDade volunteered to
work with Gillin-Schwartz
and Fashaw to recraft the
ordinance.

We're
here for
you.

Complete OB/GYN care
in Cape May Court House
and Rio Grande.

Every woman needs something different from her healthcare, and AtlantiCare’s
OB/GYN care is here to grow with you at every stage. Thinking about having a
baby? We're here. Just need routine and dependable care? We're here for that too.
Even if you run into a more serious health issue, we'll be by your side with the most

comprehensive women'’s healthcare, including the region’s only Level IIl NICU.

AtlantiCare.org/Women | 1-888-569-1000
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John Alvarez/Special to the STAR AND WAVE
The staff at Ostara’s Coffee House includes Victoria Maniotis, Oonagh Maniotis, Ariadne
Maniotis, Anastasia Maniotis, loannis Maniotis and Bruce McCausland.

6415  Black Horse Pike
Ege Harbor Township, NJ

APRIL HOURS:
Saturday & Sunday - 11am - 5pm

Fri. April 7 & Mon. April 10 - 11am - 5pm
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Cape May Court House Rio Grande
106 Court House South Dennis Road 1613 Route 47
Building 200, 2nd Floor Unit G




