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Cape May Point may increase tax rate to fund 2020 budget
By RACHEL SHUBIN
Special to the Star and Wave
CAPE MAY POINT — Decisions regarding the borough’s budget for 2020 will
determine whether there will
be a tax increase this year.
Chief Financial Officer
Jim Craft said the borough’s
budget currently proposes
raising taxes to cover an
increase in the budget while
keeping the surplus at the
same amount it was last year
after the budget was adopted.
“The assessed value of the
town went up 1.5 percent,”
Craft said in a Jan. 28 meeting.
Increases were seen in
wages, salaries, computer
operation, trash removal,
permit fees and the volunteer
fire department. Recycling
costs decreased and collection of taxes remained the
same, Craft said.
“I just want to be clear —
the borough doesn’t have any
money,” Deputy Mayor Anita VanHeeswyk said. “The
money is taxpayer money.
There are people in town who
continue to say they are concerned [about tax increases].
There are people still living
here now who thought they
were going to move.”

VanHeeswyk said the borough does a great job with a
small budget.
“I’m confident in that we
have been using the surplus
to bring down the tax rate to
keep it even,” VanHeeswyk
said. “We do want to keep our
surplus up for emergencies.”
Commissioner Bob Mullock said the surplus is solid
but the commissioners need
to look and anticipate for the
future.
“I’m not sure what kind
of increase we’d have over
the next few years,” Mullock
said.
The impact of payroll increases due to the rise in
minimum wage were noted
by Mullock. Mayor Bob Moffatt said in 2019, Cape May
Point lost five lifeguards because Cape May pays more.
Capital improvements in
the borough is another major
factor in the budget.
“We are continuing the
payoff of capital ordinances we introduced in prior
years,” Craft said. “Funding
is set aside for future road
projects and other improvements and still keeping the
balance between $300,000
to $400,000 in the capital
improvement fund.”
There is reserve in place

for the potential public
works building, which is
projected to cost $1 million,
Craft said.
“With Yale Avenue we are
looking at $1 million for that
project now,” Borough Administrator Steve O’Connor
said. “If you’re looking at
the schedule we talked about
with Bruce (Graham) in fall
2020, you’re going to need
that whole million for 2020.”
O’Connor said the Yale
Avenue project would begin
in fall 2020 and be completed
in spring 2021.
“All of these projects will
be paid off without a decrease
in the surplus,” Mullock said.
“We will pay it off over a period of time. Overall we will
have projects absorbed in the
year’s capital budget.”
Grants for the lead pipe removal need to be considered,
Mullock said. There are state
funds set aside.
“We were excluded from a
USDA grant for being more
urban,” VanHeeswyk said.
“We are not considered rural
because we have infrastructure.”
Mullock said engineer
Bruce Graham projected $850,000 and there is
$165,000 in grants.
“We do have on the capi-

tal budget, two streets that
are not identified,” Mullock
said. “So if we get those
grants, we’ll use the unspecified street money in
this budget.”
The borough wants the
Yale Avenue project to be
timely, Mullock said.
“Getting that lead out is
priority No. 1 and we don’t
want to go past fall 2020,”
Mullock said. “We met with
the engineer specifically on
that subject.”
VanHeeswyk said she
wanted to make sure the
borough was funded for this
project.
“There is leeway but it is
very aggressive payment on
those ordinances,” Craft said.
The water and sewer budgets increased $14,000 from
2019.
“The water increase is a
result of increases in Cape
May City for doing much
more than desalinization,”
Mullock said. “They basically are increasing every
year, sometimes substantial
amounts.”
The budget likely will
be introduced at the Feb.
13 meeting and adopted in
March.
In other news, VanHeeswyk said the borough is work-

said the cost of purchasing a
drone is $500 to $1,500.
LCMRHS owns two drones
that are not in use, Demers
said.
“That’s our job to collect
data to present to the Army
Corps and DEP in the future,” DeSatnick said.
Rife said the city would
have concrete data when it
meets with the Army Corps.
Inderwies said he wished to
speak with the city’s information technology expert,
Dan Shustack, who also flies
drones.
Lifeguards will be visiting schools this May with a
beach safety message, Rife
said, adding that an entire
seventh-grade class from
Middle Township will visit
lifeguard headquarters.
“I know that we’re going
to have the same amount as
last year, close to approxi-

mately 2,000 children under
our education program,”
Rife said.
He attended a U.S. Lifesaving Association conference in Hawaii in December
that included a seminar from
the state Drowning and Injury Prevention Advisory
Committee.
Rife said Hawaii has an
epidemic of drowning from
snorkeling accidents. He
said from 2008 through 2017,
183 snorkeling deaths have
occurred, of which most are
tourists.
“More Hawaiian visitors
die from snorkeling than
from motor vehicle crashes,
aircraft crashes, falls or
homicides combined,” Rife
said. “So, if you substitute
what we’re going through
of injuries in the surf zone
for what they are going
through snorkeling, you have

a roughly apples-to-apples
comparison of two predominately tourist-driven locales
that could not basically survive without their tourism.”
Safety brochures have
been distributed in Hawaii
to educate the public on
snorkeling deaths. Tourists
are warned not to snorkel at
unguarded beaches, he said.

ing on the five-year update
for the Community Rating
System (CRS), which offers
discounts on flood insurance
rates for residents of municipalities that take steps to
lessen flood hazards.
“There are big changes in
the last five years in the way
they look at things,” VanHeeswyk said. “There were
several problems with elevation certificates that a particular surveyor doesn’t do
right. Another major change
was they are giving more
credit for open space.”
VanHeeswyk explained
elevation certificates used to
count for points as they came
in but four of the certificates
were not accurate due to surveyor error.
“They would give you credit for what was right and take
away for what was wrong,”
VanHeeswyk said. “Now it’s a
percentage. If 90 percent are
right, you don’t get any credit.
We receive a huge amount
of credits for our elevation
certificates.”

Avalon and Sea Isle City
receive greater discounts due
to their open space credits.
“You can only count what
is in the boundary of your
municipality,” VanHeeswyk
said. “It’s the wetlands and
back bays. Our municipal
boundary is here and we’re
dry because of infrastructure
in the wetlands and we can’t
get credit.”
Mullock asked if they could
receive credit for 12 acres of
Lake Lily. VanHeeswyk said
they only count the edges
around the lake and the beach
park.
There is a possibility Cape
May Point could lose five CRS
points, VanHeeswyk said.
“In 2023 there is strong
possibility we could lose five
to 10 more points, which
would put us at no discount,”
VanHeeswyk said. “FEMA
doesn’t want to give discounts. They expect us to do
these things and we’re working as hard as we can on this
with the changes. 2023 is going to be an ugly year.”

P.A. system
Continued from Page A1
The firm’s report suggested widening the Promenade
from the arcade at Jackson
Street to the north end of
Convention Hall at a cost of
about $370,000, which would
not include engineering fees.
DeSatnick said Lower
Cape May Regional High
School science teacher Jeff
Martin and students are taking monthly measurements
of the surf zone and beach
using the Emory Method.
Another LCMRHS science
teacher, Richard Demers, an
FAA-licensed drone pilot,
has applied to join the committee. He said he has been
a member of the CMBP since
1987.
Demers said he could fly a
drone over a section of beach
and create a topographical
map within 10 minutes. He

FIBER ARTS
YARN SHOP

RETIREMENT SALE!
50% OFF YARNS,
BOOKS, NEEDLES
& ACCESSORIES

OPEN FRIDAY
TO MONDAY,
FROM 10-5
315 Ocean Street • Cape May
609-898-8080 • FiberArtsYarnShop.com

HRelaxing h
Winter Escapes

Cozy Escape for Two

THE

DAY SPA
& HOLISTIC CENTER

Massages • Facials
Baths • Couple’s Packages
Manicures • Pedicures

80 minutes ~ $360 per couple
(Value of $400)
Start the New Year off right: quality
time enjoying side-by-side Swedish
massages with your favorite
companion. Your hands will also
get renewing treatment with a
warm lavender paraffin wrap.
Conclude with some chocolates
and bubbly. This is going to be
YOUR best year yet!

I

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7th
thru SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9th

FRESH LOCAL MONK FISH
$7.50 LB.
MACARONI AND CHEESE
WITH LOBSTER MEAT
$6.95 EACH

Shine Bright

You will be thrilled to add
some bling to your nails and
toes. Explore our collection
of hand painted nail art,
done one finger at the time.
From rhinestones to delicate
paintings….visit our spa
gallery and bring on some
new art to your new year.
20% OFF all nail art this
month.

For the full list of specials, visit CapeMayDaySpa.com

Make your appointment today… for the perfect escape
607 Jefferson Street • Cape May, New Jersey
CapeMayDaySpa.com 609.898.1003

TO G O D B E T H E G LO RY

THE HARRIET TUBMAN MUSEUM
~ OPENING SUMMER 2020 ~

at The MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH featuring The Reverend Davis Exhibits
Located on Lafayette Street in Cape May, NJ

Good Only Wednesday, February 5, 2020
at the Take-Out counter

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7th
thru SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8th

FRIED OYSTER PLATTER
served with baked macaroni and
cheese & stewed tomatoes
$12.95
BROILED OR FRIED
STUFFED SHRIMP WITH
CRAB MEAT PLATTER
served with baked potato or
french fries & cole slaw
$12.95

BE A PART OF HISTORY!

Harriet Tubman worked in Cape May, NJ to raise
funds for the Underground Railroad.
YOU CAN HELP FUND
THE HARRIET TUBMAN MUSEUM
featuring The Reverend Davis Slavery Collection and more!
All Donations are Important in Any Amount
and will be Recognized on our Website.
Donors may be Individuals, Families, Businesses, Schools, Churches.

Good for Sunday, February 9, 2020 ONLY!

Reverend
Davis

• $1 - $499 Contributor - Listing on Website
• $500 - $999 Donor - Listing on Donor Plaque in Museum
• $1,000 - $4,999 Founding Member Sponsor
• $5,000 - Museum Room Sponsor
• $10,000 - Museum Grand Gallery Sponsor
• $25,000 - Founding Trustee Sponsor

All $1,000 Donations or More will be Recognized as “Founders of the Museum” with Permanent Listing on Founding Member Plaque.

To Contribute to the Harriet Tubman Museum, please send your
tax deductible donation to PO BOX 2385, Cape May, NJ 08204
All Donations are Tax Deductible through the 501 3C Program.

BROILED or FRIED
SEAFOOD COMBINATION
FILET OF FISH
DEVILED CLAM,
SHRIMP, SCALLOPS
served with baked potato or french
fries & cole slaw - $14.95

