WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2018 Capre May Star s Wave A3

School board gets update on Lafayette Street Park

By JOHN ALVAREZ
Special to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The Cape
May City Elementary
School Board of Education
viewed conceptual plans
for the next three phases
of Lafayette Street Park
during a meeting Oc.t 18.

Some of the property
is owned by the school.
Michael Jones, chairman
of the Lafayette Street
Park Advisory Committee,
introduced himself to the
board and the few people in
attendance. He explained
the advisory committee
was created to be placed
in charge of finishing the
project, which was started
by the previous adminis-
tration. Jones explained
how there were four phases
to the project initially es-
tablished.

Phase one of the project
is located where the soc-
cer fields and playgrounds
have been completed.
However, phase two and
phase three, according to
Jones, have evolved from
the original designs and the
city gave the committee the
charge to putting what they
can in the park.

“It was pretty much what
was planned all along,” he
said. “We just have to fit it
all into the space.”

Using an illustrated map,
Jones showed the area of
phase two, which would
involve the school board
land, including a grassy
area, which could be used
for free play or picnics,
as well as a pavilion. The
advisory committee also
suggested a utility field
to be built for the rest of
the complex which was
indicated on the map by a
diamond.

The utility field could
not be used for baseball /
softball practice, but if the
school wanted to have a
satellite softball tourna-
ment site on the grounds,
according to Jones, another
250 feet could be added to
the playing area by simply
removing one of the soccer
goals temporarily. Accord-
ing to Jones, high schools
can do this in about an
hour’s time.

“We (the advisory com-
mittee) have been through
this pretty well,” Jones
said. “We tossed around
the idea of having a base-

ball field. We think the
utility field can be better.
North Wildwood has an
identical field just like this
for an identical situation.
I also know Linwood and
Northfield has this type of
field the same way.”

Phase three of the proj-
ect, according to Jones,
is all on city-owned prop-
erty. This would involve
the construction of free
parking, basketball courts
and tennis and pickleball
courts. He also explained
how when the committee
started the process, they
noticed phase four, which
is a meadow area near the
elementary school, would
be an excellent eco-tourism
spot which the city should
try to develop.

“We think even though
all the natural foliage has
been there all along, this
is where our emphasis for
the area should be,” Jones
said.

However, before the
committee can start on
phase four, phase two and
three need to be complet-
ed first. Jones said about
$750,000 was needed to
finish what is needed for
the phase two area of the
project and it would be
the city’s responsibility to
handle the cost of the phase
three construction.

As for phase four, which
would include the build-
ing of bike paths and
boardwalks, Jones said
the construction would
be contingent according
to how much finances are
gathered.

“It will be an ‘as you
go’ construction,” he said.
“We’ll build as long as
there is money. If the mon-
ey runs out, we will stop
construction until more
is gathered. Construction
like this has been done in
the past and has been very
successful.”

Another topic of the
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school board meeting
was an upcoming “run
through” of a parent/child
unification process, which
will involve the students
and parents of the elemen-
tary school. The exercise,
scheduled on a withheld
date in early November,
will involve practicing
what to do in the event an
emergency situation oc-
curring at the elementary
school forces an evacua-
tion. This will be the third
year the school has been
involved with this type of
student unification process
but it will be the first time
involving parents of the
students.

“In the past we practiced
with 80 recruits from the
Coast Guard,” said Super-
intendent Victoria Zelenak,
“They all had badges so
they knew which role they
were playing. About two
thirds of them played the
role of students. The other
one third played the role of
parents.”

According to Zelenak, a
letter was sent to all the
parents of students ex-
plaining when the exercise
will occur and what will be
involved in the exercise
since there is whole reuni-
fication process involving
text messaging, several
secure locations located
throughout the city and ID
cards.

When the situation is
deemed “safe,” the stu-
dents will then be taken
to one of the several safe
sites. When the students
arrive, parents will receive
a text message as to where
they can go to pick up their
child. The letter also states
for parents in this exercise,
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Michael Jones, chairman of the Lafayette Street Park Advisory Committee, outlines plans for

future development at the park before the Cape May City Elementary Board of Education.

or in an emergency situa-
tion, not to panic and not
try to anticipate which site
to arrive. The best thing
for them to do is to wait
at home for instructions,
she said.

“It is required by the
state to do this,” Zelenak
said, “and it involves so
much planning. But if par-
ents don’t know what to do,
they could get hysterical.
It can become even more
chaotic. They could go to
the school, which is where
they are not supposed to go.
So after speaking with local
police, who have been so
helpful, we decided it was
time to do this.”
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Genny’s Birthday Bash
FUNraiser!

November 10th 6-10 pm
501 Beach @ The Marquis!

$20 admission INCLUDES
Food & Beer!

Live Music, 50/50 Raffle,
Silent & Chinese Auction!

All proceeds benefit

The Genny Lynn Farnan
Scholarship Fund

As a birthday present to Genny please bring a toy donation

13

for Gen’s favorite non-profit,
The Lynch who Stole Christmas from the Grinch.
Tickets can be purchased at the door or in advace at the
N following locations: deSatnick Real Estate & The C-View Inn.

@ the ma I’CIUIS THE LUNCH WITH LYNCH FOUNDATION

#ThumbsUp4Genny

Power of Community;

Interested in Donating?

Call Ashley @
609.408.9258.
The Lunch With Lynch
Foundation is a
501(c)3 non-profit

organization ID#46-125221

Paying it Forward
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FRESH FLORIDA SHRIMP
(21-25 CT,)
$9.75/LB.

MACARONI AND CHEESE
WITH LOBSTER MEAT
$6.95 EACH
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FRIED OYSTER
PLATTER
served with baked mac and cheese
&F stewed tomatoes

BROILED SALMON
PLATTER
served with baked potato
or french fries 3 coleslaw

2BBQ CLAMS
2 CLAMS CASINO
2 OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER
$7.95

Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064

FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com




