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Tensions rise during West Cape reorganization meeting

By JULIA DiGERONIMO
For the Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY — Tensions
arose as the Board of Commis-
sioners reorganized Jan. 8.

The seats on the board remain
the same going into 2025, so the
board followed a regular meeting
structure.

Mayor Carol Sabo, Deputy May-
or George Dick and Commission-

er Giacomo Antonicello reviewed
43 resolutions.

The discontent began when An-
tonicello requested that each reso-
lution be read out by its full title.
That was met with discourse be-
cause solicitor Frank Corrado said
he believed it was unnecessary.

That was the first of many dis-
putes between the board mem-
bers, who disagreed with each
other multiple times during the

meeting.

Dick thanked the town for han-
dling the snowstorm that passed
through southern New Jersey last
week.

“I appreciate the work they did.
They were out there all day yes-
terday and today. Thanks a lot for
the hard work,” Dick said.

New Jersey was under a state of
emergency following a snowstorm
Jan. 6. The National Weather Ser-

vice reported Cape May County
received about S inches of snow.

“There’s so much impact on
what this weather does to the peo-
ple and on the community,” An-
tonicello said. “You guys are do-
ing a great job keeping our roads
clean and safe. ”

The meeting ended with a pub-
lic discussion. More than one
resident expressed dissatisfac-
tion with how the commissioners

conducted themselves during the
meeting.

One complaint was about the
lack of cohesion among the board
and how that can lead to miscom-

munication and unproductive
meetings.
The final resident inquired

about the reinstating of the mayor
and why the public does not get a
formal say on who is elected for
the position.

District 1 legislators
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issue,” McClellan said. “I
think protecting the cli-
mate is something that
we all need to do together
in a nonpartisan way and
fight for our lives.”

While the legislators
actively work to pass en-
vironmental policy, they
want the room to make
decisions on a local level.

“One of the biggest is-
sues is the NJ PACT,”
Simonsen said. “We met
with the commissioner
of DEP last week. An-
twan and I, along with
Sen. Testa, represent the
bayshore communities
as well as the oceanside
communities of Cape May
County.”

Environmental policy is
on McClellan and Simon-
sen’s agenda entering the
new year, but they ques-
tion parts of the Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection’s New Jersey
Protecting Against Cli-
mate Threats (NJPACT)
and Resilient Environ-
mental and Landscapes
(REAL) proposals that
would require elevated
first floors and expanded
flood inundation zones
for new construction and
properties that undergo
significant renovation.

Key components to the
proposed regulations in-
clude adjusting coastal
flood hazard areas to ac-
count for rising sea levels
and storm surge, which
would extend jurisdic-
tional area further inland
and require higher first-
floor elevations or flood-
proofing for buildings
as well as elevated road-
ways.

“This NJPACT is pretty
extreme,” Simonsen said.
“It’s just going to be very
costly for our communi-
ties anywhere near the
water.”

Testa and the assembly-
men believe that the best
way to combat the climate
is direct action made at a
local level.

“We know that climate
change is real,” McClel-
lan said. “We’re not going
to pretend that it’s not,
so allow us to make the
incremental adjustments
that need to be made to
secure not only our way of
life but to secure our en-
vironment and make sure
that it’s good.”

Gubernatorial,
Assembly election

An election is held ev-
ery odd year in the As-
sembly and they will be
running for a fourth term

in November, adding a
campaign and being re-
elected to their list of pri-
orities.

“We’re only two-year
terms,” Simonsen said.
“The first year you’re in
office, you’re trying to
figure everything out,
and the second half of the
term you’re back running
again. This is the third
term we’ll be completing
and we look forward to a
fourth.”

After five years to-
gether, they’re proud of
the relationship they’ve
formed with others in the
chamber and said regard-
less of their party, find
them an integral part of
working for the people.

“The things we’ve done
for the people will carry
over,” Simonsen said.
“The longevity helps us
and now we can get more
done because we have es-
tablished relationships.”

This year also includes
the gubernatorial elec-
tion. Gov. Phil Murphy
is ineligible to run again
after his two consecutive
terms.

There already are more
than a dozen potential
candidates on the Demo-
cratic and Republican
sides.

“This will be our first
term going in with a new
governor,” McClellan
said. “The hope is that the
governor we select will
be south Jersey-focused
because we know how im-
portant South Jersey is,
not only to us but to the
entire state.”

A new governor on the
horizon leaves the legisla-
tors hoping for someone
who will make the region
a priority.

They say southern New
Jersey has been neglect-
ed and not provided what
was needed to fund the
striving tourist region.

“Invest in the fact that
our tourism is the best
tourism, not only in the
state but probably in the
country,” McClellan said.
“Realistically, the things
that Cape May is doing,
with the amount of invest-
ment they don’t receive
from the state, is unchart-
ed.”

Testa is a member of
the Senate Budget Appro-
priations Committee and
sees where the money is
divested.

“The governor and their
budget is going to have to
be intellectually honest,”
he said. “You look at Cape
May County, and it’s the
number two county for
tourism tax dollars, and
so many of those tax dol-

Crest woman, 76, charged
in fatal hittand-run crash

WILDWOOD Cape
May County Prosecutor
Jeffrey H. Sutherland and
Wildwood Police Chief Jo-
seph Murphy announced
the arrest of Marylin Glenn,
76, of Wildwood Crest, in
connection with a fatal hit-
and-run accident Dec. 31.

On Jan. 2, Glenn was
charged with second-de-
gree leaving the scene of
a motor vehicle accident
resulting in death and sec-
ond-degree violation of a
public law intended to pro-
tect public safety.

The charges stem from
an investigation conducted
by the Wildwood Police De-
partment and the Cape May
County Prosecutor’s Office
into the fatal striking of a

pedestrian, identified in
the area of West Hand Av-
enue and Hudson Avenue
in Wildwood.

According to authorities,
the investigation revealed
that Glenn fled the scene of
the accident but contacted
law enforcement shortly af-
terward.

“Leaving the scene of an
accident is not only unlaw-
ful but also undermines the
principles of public safety
and responsibility,” Suther-
land said.

Glenn was initially
lodged at the Cape May
County Jail following her
arrest but has been re-
leased on pre-trial monitor-
ing pending further court
proceedings.
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lars go to Trenton and go
into the general fund. I
see all this money going
to other jurisdictions. ”

They said they are look-
ing for a governor who
gives local legislators the
opportunity and room to
make the decisions they
know will be best for their
district.

“Allow us to be us, and
if we need your help, then
work with us as opposed
to trying to demand and
tell us what we should be
doing,” McClellan said.
“We can lead that charge
with Sen. Testa with south

Jersey in the forefront.”

Testa shared the same
sentiments about priori-
tizing the region.

As co-chairman of the
Manufacturing Caucus,
Testa is invested in New
Jersey’s merchandising
market.

He believes it’s an op-
portunity to open up the
job market and make it
possible for New Jersey
residents to have more
livable wages.

“I’'ve been trying to
highlight manufacturers
in New Jersey and what
the economic multiplier
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installing anew tub and
surrounding or converting it
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is,” he said. “The employ-
ment opportunities are
there for so many people,
and they don’t know man-
ufacturing has so much
growth potential.”

The legislators are ea-
ger to put their best foot
forward with the possibil-
ity of a fourth term on the
horizon.

“The people know us
at this point,” Testa said.
“The way we’ve gotten re-
elected is we continue to
work hard for our legisla-
tive district and represent
everyone. We continue to
put in the work and make
south Jersey a priority.”
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Volunteers in Medicine and
Cape May County Department of Health
+,"i. Present a FREE Day of Medical Care

Un Dia Gratis de Cuido de Salud ¥
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Friday January 24 , 2025
12:00pm to 5:00pm

PO
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Viernes, 24 de Enero 2025
++ 12:00pm a 5:00pm

+

Registration begins at 11am El registro comienza a las 11am
Wildwoods Convention Center
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More Information:

(609) 463-2846
info@vimsj.org

Services available

- Free Medical Exam
+ Free Vision screening
- Free Diabetes, BP and
Cholesterol check .|.+
. Free Vaccinations +
« County Health Resources

« FREE LUNCH

And much, much more!

e welcome but priority will be
en to the uninsured.

Supported by the
ape May County

Centro de Convenciones de
Wildwood
Mas Informacion:
(609) 778-2706
info@vimsj.org

Los Servicios Gratuitos incluyen

Examen Médico
Examen de la Vista

Chequeo de diabetes, presion arterial y

colesterol
Vacunas

Recursos de salud del condado

ALMUERZO GRATIS

o
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1 Y mucho mas!

Todos son bienvenidos pero se dard
prioridad a los no asegurados.

Volunteers

in Medicine

FREE CARE FOR THE UNINSURED



