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Point plans stormwater work to start in February
By RACHEL SHUBIN

Special to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY POINT — 
Commissioner Bob Mullock 
said the borough continues 
to work on the stormwater 
management program on 
the west side of town. 

“There  are  a  large 
number of French drains 
which don’t work in the 
atmosphere with the rain 
we [have been] getting,” 
Mullock said at a Jan. 9 
meeting.

He said there are several 
towns suffering from fl ood-
ing that occurs in nonstorm 
situations.

“The drain construction 
will go down to Yale Av-
enue and nearby adjoining 
streets, going past the fi re-
house,” Mullock said. 

The construction will be-
gin on about Feb. 1 and last 
90 days. The winter start 
date is to preclude going 
into late May, June or July, 
Mullock said. 

“Working during those 
months, we realize the as-
phalt plants are down and 
do not produce asphalt in 
the winter time,” Mullock 
said. “Much of the con-
struction [will] be complet-
ed and then we will connect 
all the drains.”

Some of the French 
drains are 2.5 feet deep, 
which is not very deep dur-
ing a rainstorm, Mullock 
said.

“There will be a rough 
surface and 4-foot-wide 
strip taking care of the 
street sewer,” Mullock 
said. “The lines will be 
covered with material but 
will not be paved before 
the plants open on April 1.”

Mullock said eventually 
the water will be directed 
in its natural fl ow toward 
Lake Lily.

“We also have the cur-
rent project over on Cen-

tral [Avenue] around the 
circle, which is essentially 
completed,” Mullock said. 
“Again, the asphalt plants 
are closed so we don’t have 
a fi nished surface yet; there 
is a rough surface down 
ready to drive on.”

Areas of the street that 
align with driveways will 
be finished when the as-
phalt is down, he said.

In other news, Mullock 
followed up on his previ-
ous report of the borough’s 
water not being of suffi cient 
quality.

“I discussed it with the 
city of Cape May, as they 
supply us with the water,” 
Mullock said. “Our crew 
tested the water, which 
they do weekly, and found 
that there were insuffi cient 
chemicals in the water.”

The water reading was 
0 and the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) requires 
a reading of 0.2. 

“It was reported to the 
DEP and discussed and 
analyzed by the water peo-
ple in Cape May,” Mullock 
said. “Our own staff tested 
it in a number of different 
places in the borough. They 
fl ushed out the water and it 
met the standard today.”

Mullock said he will con-
tinue to address the water 
quality in further discus-
sions with Cape May.

“We are being charged a 
signifi cant amount of water 
and it should be meeting 
standards,” he said. “We 
will fi nd out whether this 
is a systematic problem or 
someone made the same 
mistake as last time.”

Mayor Bob Moffatt said 
the borough will continue to 
try to reach a resolution on 
houses in disrepair around 
the borough. 

“It’s a very unfortunate 
problem because there are 
multiple people involved,” 

Moffatt said. “There are ill 
family members and it is 
all tied up. We’re going to 
reach out to the people we 
have addresses for and see 
where we can go with that 
legally.”

Resident Connie Cam-
panella asked the com-
missioners if there was a 
process to be set in motion 
for adopting legal authority 
over abandoned or vacant 
houses. 

Solicitor Brock Russell 
said it would require an 
ordinance. 

“Some of these proper-
ties are beyond the pale and 
really devalue their neigh-
bors,” Campanella said.

Moffatt said the three 
houses that come to mind 
are all unique cases.

“The goal is more com-
passionate than legal,” 
Moffatt said.

Res ident  Cather ine 
Busch asked Deputy Mayor 
Anita VanHeeswyk about 
the projected timeframe for 
the borough’s new website.

“We were shooting for 
Jan. 1 but I don’t think we 
are too far away,” Van-
Heeswyk said. “It’s going 
to be worth the wait.”

Clerk Elaine Wallace 
said there were a few de-
partments that still need 
descriptions for the web-
site.

FRIDAY,  JANUARY 17th 

thru SUNDAY, JANUARY 19th

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17th 

thru SATURDAY, JANUARY 18th

SCOTTISH SALMON
(Organically Farm Raised)

$10.95 LB.

FRIED OYSTER PLATTER
served with baked macaroni and 

cheese & stewed tomatoes 
$12.95

BROILED OR FRIED
CRAB CAKE PLATTER
served with baked potato or 

french fries & cole slaw
$12.95

Good for Sunday, January 19, 2020 ONLY!

BROILED or FRIED 
SEAFOOD COMBINATION 

FILET OF FISH 
DEVILED CLAM, 

SHRIMP, SCALLOPS 
served with baked potato or french 

fries & cole slaw - $14.95

MACARONI AND CHEESE 
WITH LOBSTER MEAT

$6.95 EACH

Good Only Wednesday, January 15, 2020
at the Take-Out counter

DAY SPA

THE

& HOLISTIC CENTER

Massages • Facials
Baths • Couple’s Packages

Manicures • Pedicures

Make your appointment today…  for the perfect escape
607 Jefferson Street • Cape May, New Jersey

CapeMayDaySpa.com    609.898.1003

For the full list of specials, visit CapeMayDaySpa.com

Relaxing
Winter Escapes

hRelaxingHRelaxingI
Shine Bright
You will be thrilled to add 
some bling to your nails and 
toes.  Explore our collection 
of hand painted nail art, 
done one finger at the time. 
From rhinestones to delicate 
paintings….visit our spa 
gallery and bring on some 
new art to your new year. 
20% OFF all nail art this 
month.

Cozy Escape for Two
80 minutes ~ $360 per couple 
(Value of $400)
Start the New Year off right: quality 
time enjoying side-by-side Swedish 
massages with your favorite 
companion. Your hands will also 
get renewing treatment with a 
warm lavender paraffin wrap. 
Conclude with some chocolates 
and bubbly. This is going to be 
YOUR best year yet!

Enter to win $300 and your 
picture on our spring cover!

Cape May
magazineS P R I N G  2 0 1 9

ENTER AT CAPEMAYMAG.COM

winner

SPRING 
2019

2020 PHOTO
CONTEST

U.S. and Canadian residents only. For rules and eligibility, 
see capemaymag.com/photo-contest-2020

FIBER ARTS
YARN SHOP

315 Ocean Street • Cape May 
609-898-8080 • FiberArtsYarnShop.com

OPEN FRIDAY  
TO MONDAY, 
FROM 10-5

14,000+ Yarns and 
Accessories in stock

RETIREMENT SALE!
30% OFF YARNS

City Council squabbles over annual appointments
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — In a 3-2 
vote, City Council reap-
pointed Patricia Hendricks 
as deputy mayor during the 
city’s annual reorganization 
meeting Jan. 7.

Councilman Shaine Meier 
nominated Hendricks, while 
Councilwoman Stacy Shee-
han nominated Councilman 
Zack Mullock for deputy 
mayor. 

Mayor Chuck Lear, Hen-
dricks and Meier voted for 
Hendricks, while Sheehan 
and Mullock voted for Mull-
ock, who noted council said 
it was taking turns with the 
deputy mayor position.

Frank Corrado was reap-
pointed as city solicitor in 
a 3-2 vote with Lear, Hen-
dricks and Meier casting 
positive votes and Sheehan 
and Mullock casting nega-
tive votes.

A vote for Hendricks to 
serve as a Class III member 
of the city’s Planning Board 
followed the same 3-2 vote 
count as did a vote to reap-
point Mott MacDonald as 
municipal engineer. Mullock 
said the city committed $2.6 
million to the fi rm during the 
past three years. 

“I think it’s time to look 
at the other engineering 
services within the county 
or within the area,” he said. 
“I think we need to bid out 
our projects and shouldn’t 
just give out these projects 
without any bidding.”

Hendricks said Mott Mac-
Donald was appointed mu-
nicipal engineer in 2015. 
Mullock said he would have 

favored discussion of the en-
gineering fi rm choice prior 
to the meeting. 

“If there was a question on 
any of these resolutions, cer-
tainly any council member 
could have sat down with you 
and discussed any issues that 
you had,” Lear said. “Sorry 
that you didn’t take that op-
portunity.”

Neil Young was appointed 
an interim city manager 
in a unanimous vote while 
the city continues to seek a 
full-time manager. Young 
resigned the position effec-
tive the last day of 2019. He 
will receive $1,000 per week, 
according to Corrado.

A resolution for reappoint-
ment of Polistina and Associ-
ates as engineer for inspec-
tion of projects approved 
by the city’s planning and 
zoning boards was passed 
in a 4-1 vote, with Mullock 
casting the lone “no” vote.

A resolution for appointing 
members to various boards 
and commissions of the city 
for 2020 passed in a 3-2 vote, 
with Mullock and Sheehan 
casting dissenting votes.

Mullock said council was 
not looking for any consen-
sus on any committee or 
the Planning Board, Zoning 
Board or Shade Tree Com-
mission. 

“All of those selections 
have been made without 
consensus or consultation of 
council member Sheehan or 
myself,” he said.

Mullock said six seats on 
the Planning Board are open-
ing, of which he and Sheehan 
would not be able to select 
any of the members. He said 
it could have been an op-

portunity for council to fi nd 
consensus, work together 
and try to compromise.

“When I vote ‘no’ it’s not 
for any of the people that 
were selected. Frankly, I’m 
fi ne with them, but working 
together, trying to fi nd some 
compromise is what we have 
to do and that’s not happen-
ing,” Mullock said.

He said two members of 
the Planning Board are real 
estate agents. Hendricks, 
who is a Realtor, said there 
are only two licensed agents 
on the Planning Board. Mull-
ock said he disagreed but 
would not provide names.

Lear asked City Clerk 
Patricia Habora how many 
letters of interest were re-
ceived for the openings on 
the Planning Board. She said 
two letters were received.

Mullock said he had an-
nounced the name of his 
choice for the Planning 
Board. Sheehan asked how 
other members of the Plan-
ning Board were reappointed 
without submitting letters of 
interest. Lear said council 
could set a policy requiring 
those with expiring terms on 
boards to submit a letter of 
interest but no such policy 
is in effect.

Hendricks said she con-
tacted the two persons who 
had written letters of inter-
est and “had an intelligent 
conversation with which to 
make a decision.” Sheehan 
said her “no” vote did not 
refl ect on the persons named 
in the resolution.

Council passed a resolu-
tion regarding the process 
for council appointments to 
advisory committees and 

boards and commissions. 
Lear said he discussed 

with Corrado a provision 
in the resolution regarding 
council discussing appoint-
ments to advisory commit-
tees in closed session. Cor-
rado said after researching 
the topic, he was confi dent 
it would withstand a legal 
challenge.

Hendricks said she wanted 
to see that provision re-
moved pertaining to advisory 
committees. She said her 
preferred method is to con-
tact anyone who submitted 
a letter of interest. Sheehan 
said she wanted to retain the 
provision.

In a 3-2 vote, council 
amended the resolution to 
allow council, if necessary, 
to meet in closed session to 
discuss the appointments to 
boards and commission but 
not advisory committees.  

Mullock said he had hoped 
council would have approved 
the resolution one year ago 
when it was fi rst introduced 
rather than after council ap-
pointed 12 persons to boards 
and committees in the reor-

ganization. 
The resolution passed in a 

unanimous vote. It calls for 
posting openings on boards, 
commissions and advisory 
committees on the city’s 
website and having inter-
ested persons to submit a 
letter to the city clerk. 

Council will be notifi ed by 
the clerk of those interested 
and each council member 
shall review the names and 
qualifi cations of interested 
persons.

Jack Fichter/CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
Cape May Deputy Mayor Patricia Hendricks receives her oath 
of offi ce from City Clerk Patricia Harbora during the city’s an-
nual reorganization meeting Jan. 7.


