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Lower OKs contracts for full slate of professionals

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — Lower Town-
ship Council held its annu-
al reorganization meeting
Jan. 3, when it approved
contracts with profession-
als ranging from solicitors
to engineering firms.

Council approved a con-
tract for solicitor with the
firm of Stefankiewicz and
Belasco at a cost of $40,000
for attendance at meet-
ings. Other services are to
be billed at $190 per hour,
$220 per hour if two or
more attorneys simultane-
ously are required to col-

laborate for a total price
not to exceed $150,000 for
the year.

Mayor Frank Sippel
thanked the law firm for
its work in 2023 which in-
cluded the preparation of
424 resolutions and 24 or-
dinances that were passed
by council.

The firm of Blaney Dono-
hue and Weinberg was ap-
proved as labor attorney
for a cost of $150 per hour,
not to exceed $40,000 for
the year. The firm was also
appointed as the municipal
prosecutor at a cost not to
exceed $45,000. An addi-
tional charge of $10,000

will be levied as Lower
Township has become the
court for Wildwood Crest.

Seth Fuscellaro was ap-
pointed as municipal pub-
lic defender for a salary of
$16,500 plus an additional
$13,500 for work associ-
ated with Wildwood Crest.

Council approved a con-
tract with DeBlasio and
Associates as municipal
engineers at a cost not to
exceed $450,000.

The firm of Ford Scott
and Associates was ap-
pointed as municipal audi-
tor at a fee not to exceed
$42,000.
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The Chicken Bone
Beach Historical Foun-
dation, Inc. (CBB), is a
non-profit  organization
formed and titled in hom-
age to the historical seg-
regation of African Amer-
icans on Atlantic City’s
world-famous  beaches.
Use of the beach was lim-
ited to the area surround-
ing Missouri Avenue. Vis-
it chickenbonebeach.org
for more information.

René is an award-win-
ning New Jersey contem-
porary figurative painter
and mural artist. Her
use of vibrant colors and
painterly  brushstrokes
in oils and mixed me-
dia often celebrates the
feminine figure to create
narrative and engaging
works, from original can-
vases to large-scale mu-
rals.

René has exhibited na-
tionally and internation-
ally with works held in
private and public collec-
tions. Visit chanellerene.
com for more informa-
tion.

Cape May MAC is a
multifaceted not-for-
profit organization com-
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of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

An ordinance to fine-tune
language in the borough’s
shade tree ordinance states
an approved removal of a
tree may be undertaken by
someone who has an own-
ership interest in the prop-
erty, including an LLC.

Sabo said some home-
owners do not want to hire
a contractor but instead
remove a tree themselves,
which is permissible if
they comply with the rest
of the ordinance. She said
a homeowner or contractor
is required to sign a tree
removal permit for private
property.

For tree removal in the
borough right of way, an
adjacent homeowner may
sign the application, she
said. Adjacent homeown-
ers are responsible for
trees in the right of way.

Violation of the ordi-
nance is subject to a mu-
nicipal court citation.

Sabo said a stop work or-
der may be issued by the
borough’s code enforce-
ment office to preserve
root structure of a tree.

In other business, Com-
missioner Giacomo “Jack”
Antonicello questioned
Dick being appointed to
oversee the Office of Emer-
gency Management. An-
tonicello oversees the De-

Courtesy of Center for Community Arts
Shown here, circa 1955, waitresses and other workers had
Sundays off and would often take time to enjoy the beach.

mitted to promoting the
preservation, interpreta-
tion and cultural enrich-
ment of the Cape May
region for its residents
and visitors. Membership

is open to all. Visit cape-
maymac.org or call (609)
884-5404 for informa-
tion about its year-round
schedule of tours, festi-
vals and events.

partment of Public Affairs
and Public Safety, while
Dick oversees the Depart-
ment of Public Works and
Public Property.

Antonicello said he be-
lieved the Office of Emer-
gency Management would
fall under his Department
of Public Affairs and Pub-
lic Safety.

Sabo said Public Works
is an integral part of emer-
gency management. She
said Borough Commission
decided who would super-
vise emergency manage-
ment.

Dick said Greg Basile,
who heads the Department
of Public Works, is also the
borough’s emergency man-
agement director. Dick
said it made sense that he
oversees emergency man-
agement since he oversees
the Department of Public
Works.

“I graduated from the po-
lice and fire academy, was
involved in OEM (Office
of Emergency Manage-
ment) for many years dur-
ing many instances, during
9/11, many tragedies and
many storms,” Antonicello
said.

He said emergency man-
agement should fall under
police and fire.

Sabo said the previous
deputy mayor oversaw
emergency management.

Borough Commission ap-

TIDES: Jan. 10-17, 2024

DATE HIGH Low
AM. P.M. AM. P.M.
10 6:42 7:08 1:03
I 7:30 7:55 12:44 1:48
12 8:18 8:44 1:36 2:35
13 9:07 9:35 2:28 3:23
14 9:56 10:28 3:21 4:11
15 10:47  11:23 4:18 5:01
16 I1:41 5:17 5:52
17 12:22 12:39 6:21 6:45

MOON PHASES
New moon, Jan. || ¢ first quarter, Jan. |18
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proved contracts during
the reorganization for Ani-
mal Control of South Jer-
sey; auditor Leon Costello
of Ford, Scott and Asso-
ciates; the firm of Barry,
Corrado and Grassi as so-
licitor; Heyers, Gruel and
Associates as affordable

housing administrative
agents;

Jeffrey  Surenian as
Council on Affordable
Housing counsel; Kyle
Weinberg as municipal
prosecutor; Michael So-

rensen as public defender;
Anthony Chadwel of Rem-
ington Vernick as borough
engineer and Planning/
Zoning Board engineer;
and Richard King as Plan-
ning/Zoning Board solici-
tor.

Wave was approved as the
official newspaper for legal
advertising.

Council approved debt
service payments for 2024
which total $4.5 million, a
total of $3.6 million princi-
pal and $939,739 in inter-
est.

A payment of $169,651 to
the county was approved
for the township’s debt
service for the joint Public
Safety Building. Also ap-
proved was $125,000 for
dispatch services from the
county for Lower Town-
ship.

Shore Veterinarian Ani-
mal Control Services was
approved for an annual
contract with an annual
cost of $62,000 plus $75 for
each emergency call after
S p.m. and Sundays.

Council approved a
$22,500 contract with

Lower Township Fire Dis-
trict 3 to provide additional
fire services to Diamond
Beach.

A $7,960 contribution
to Volunteers in Medicine
(VIM) of Cape May County
was approved by council.
According to VIM, 500 lo-
cal persons consider the
organization as their pri-
mary care doctor.

Marcus Karavan was ap-
pointed as tax appeal at-
torney for 2024 at a rate of
$125 per hour not to exceed
$10,000.

Council awarded a
$65,000 contract to S. Vi-
tale Pyrotecnico Fireworks
Inc. to supply fireworks
and a barge for the July 3
Independence Day event.

The township approved
assigning two full time
school resource police of-
ficers to the Lower Cape

May Regional School Dis-
trict. The township will pay
S50% of each officer’s sal-
ary which totals $78,298.
The officers must have
three years of law enforce-
ment experience and are
required to complete a
40-hour basic course for
school resource officers.

Council tabled a resolu-
tion awarding a $1.2 mil-
lion contract for improve-
ments to Diamond Beach
Park from Command Com-
pany Inc., of Egg Harbor
City.

The proposed work in-
cluded fencing, a shade
structure, picnic table, a
single-use restroom build-
ing, exercise and play-
ground equipment, an as-
phalt surface, pickleball

courts, sidewalks, a drink-
ing fountain, lighting and a
bicycle repair station.
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Stop in. we’d love to meet you.

Open

TARP SALE

Huge Assortment

WE SPECIALIZE IN

DRYWALL DELIVERY

7-STORY BOOM
DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

416 STATE HWY. 47 S., GREEN CREEK
= 009-889-9090

MON. - FRI. 7:30AM - 5PM
CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

CAPE @LUMBER

——— WILDWOOD LOCATION HAS FULL LINE OF ———

TOOLS - HARDWARE - LUMBER - DRYWALL
WOLF PVC DECKING, TRIM BOARD & RAILING

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED!
TAMKO DIMENSIONAL

$105.00 per Sq. Ft.

SHINGLES

HEAVY DUTY 6ft High x 8ft Wide

STOCKADE FENCING

WOLF PVC DECKING

3% SALES TAXWILDWOOD

IN STOCK

101 ROBERTS AVE. WILDWOOD
609-522-8395

MON. - FRI. 7:30AM - 5PM
SAT. 8AM — 4PM - CLOSED SUNDAY
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ANGELICHEALTH

We're by your side

use

Wednesday, January 17, 2024
1pmto 6 pm

If you’re caring for a loved one with dementia, experiencing memory loss,
struggling with a chronic condition, overwhelming grief,
or mental health issues Angelic Health can help.

Learn how our special care programs can help you or your loved ones.

eRefreshments

eMemory Care ePalliative Care eMental Health & Grief Counseling

oGift Card Drawing

eMusic Therapy Presentation

Angelic Health

North Main Family Practice
108 Mechanic Street
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

Call 856-812-3299



