
A2 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2024

202 East Rio Grande Avenue 202 East Rio Grande Avenue .. Wildwood, NJ Wildwood, NJ
www.petalswildwood.com www.petalswildwood.com . . 609-523-9500609-523-9500

ly
on in!

Fly
on in!

Frequent Flyer? Frequent Flyer? 
Join our BREAKFAST CLUBJoin our BREAKFAST CLUB

OPEN DAILY • 7:30am – 2:00pm

Cape May Airport off Breakwater Road

609-886-1105
Flightdeckdiner.com

OPEN DAILY • 7:30am – 2:00pm

For Code Enforcement and More Information:  
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 
Planting or failing to control the spread of invasive species beyond

the boundaries of a resident’s property is a violation of code.
 

BANNED: English Ivy, Japanese stiltgrass, Mulberry weed,
Tree-of-heaven, Porcelain berry, Oriental bittersweet,

Autumn olive/Russian olive/Thorny olive, Chinese privet,
Japanese honeysuckle, Nandina/Heavenly bamboo,

Cogon grass/Japanese blood grass
 

INVASIVE SPECIES:
CITY ORDINANCE

482-2022

Cape May has banned the planting of invasive species
that harm our trees, decrease biodiversity, damage our

infrastructure, and hinder economic development.

60 9-884-9525

For Healthy Landscaping Options: 

www. je r seyyards .o rg

2024 Upcoming Events

To Purchase Tickets, Scan QR,
Visit Our Website or Purchase at the Gate

Generously Sponsored By:

735 SEASHORE ROAD, CAPE MAY, NJ - www.hcsv.org - 609.898.2300

Sept 7th & Sept 8th

NJ’s Largest Living History Museum
An immersive journey back in time.

Civil War
Encampment

Lindsey Givens - Makers Making, LLC

Revolutionary War
Encampment

Sept 14th & Sept 15th

Generously Sponsored By:

Crest Savings Bank
1st Bank of Sea Isle

The 1800s come to life when you visit 27 restored, historic buildings, speak
with interpreters dressed in period clothing and stroll along the shell-lined

pathways under old shade trees. There are Farm Animals, a Bakery,
Country Store, Ice Cream Parlor, Eatery, Restaurant & Brewery on Site.

PRODUCE PLACEPRODUCE PLACEPRODUCE PLACEPRODUCE PLACE
3714 BAYSHORE ROAD AT TOWNBANK ROAD • NORTH CAPE MAY

609-889-9045
OPEN YEAR ROUND • SALE PRICES GOOD NOW THROUGH TUESDAY SEPT. 17th, 3PM

Dietz & Watson
PICKLESPICKLES

32 oz. 32 oz. $4.49$4.49

HERRS • UTZ
LARGE BAGLARGE BAG

POTATO CHIPSPOTATO CHIPS
2/$7.002/$7.00

Special
Special Special

Special
PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR 
ALL LARGE HOAGIE AND 

BREAD ORDERS SO WE CAN 
SERVICE YOUR NEEDS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
FOR ALL YOUR RETAIL &

WHOLESALE NEEDS

Accepting
VISA • M/C

DEBIT CARDS
FAMILY FIRST 

CARDS

HOURS
MON.– SAT.
9AM–5PM
SUNDAY

9AM – 4PM

Domestic Ham..............$3.99 lb
Liverwurst ....................$3.99 lb
Mozzarella Cheese.......$4.99 lb
Peppered Ham .............$4.99 lb
Ham Capicola ...............$4.99 lb
Gourmet Turkey ...........$5.99 lb
Pastrami .......................$5.99 lb

Mangoes ...........................99¢ ea
Red, Green, Black Grapes .. $1.59lb
Vidalia Onions ................2lb/$1.49
Red Onions ....................2lb/$1.99
Spinach..........................$2.99 bag
Yukon Potatoes.............. 5lb/$2.99
Clementines ................... 3lb/$3.99

AMERICANAMERICAN
CHEESECHEESE

SPECIALSPECIAL
SMOKED

TURKEYTURKEY

SPECIALSPECIAL
LAND-O-LAKE

AMERICANAMERICAN
CHEESECHEESE

SPECIALSPECIAL
PRE-SLICED

TURKEYTURKEY HAMHAM
$5.99$5.99 LB.LB.

$4.99 $4.99 LB.LB.

$4.99$4.99 LB.LB.$4.99 LB. $1.99$3.99 LB.

OUR OWN
STORE COOKED$4.99 $4.99 lb.lb.

ORDER ONORDER ON
OUR WEBSITEOUR WEBSITE

Award WinningAward Winning

MUST BUY 2

 8oz. 
Pkg

HAVE YOUR CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE 
DELIVERED TO YOUR WINTER HOME 

BY CALLING (609) 884-3466.

North Cape May man complains of rusty, stinky water
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — North Cape 
May resident Ralph Geno-
vese approached Lower 
Township Council with 
complaints about the qual-
ity of water he is receiving 
at his home from the Lower 
Township Utilities Author-
ity (MUA). He said the wa-
ter has stained his laundry 
orange and brown.

He said at times the wa-
ter reeks of chlorine.

“I don’t know what’s in 
there; it’s killing a house 
plant I’ve had 50 years, a 
dieffenbachia. It’s turning 
it brown,” Genovese said.

He said the water feels 
greasy. 

“It’s getting out of hand,” 
Genovese said. “It goes 
from ruining your blankets 
that are white. Take them 
out and they are orange as 
can be. You can’t get it out, 
you have to throw it out and 
buy new.”

The township should look 

into the matter, he said, 
and residents should not 
have to fear what is coming 
out of their faucets.

Mayor Frank Sippel said 
no other members of the 
public have complained 
about water quality at 
council meetings.

Township Manager Mike 
Laffey said he has had 
complaint calls when lines 
are being flushed in Villas. 
He suggested Genovese at-
tend a meeting of the Low-
er Township MUA Board 

of Commissioners, which is 
held the first Wednesday of 
each month.

Laffey said he would 
contact MUA’s Executive 
Director Stephen Blanken-
ship.

Blackenship told the 
Star and Wave Genovese 
stopped by the MUA meet-
ing later that night.

“That part of our water 
system is like the oldest 
part. That was built by a 
developer prior to the MUA 
being formed, from what I 
understand, and that was 
operated as a private wa-
ter company,” Blackenship 
said. “Then when the MUA 
was formed, sometime af-
ter that, the MUA took over 
that system.”

He said the MUA has 

some issues with deposits 
such as iron collecting in 
water mains. The system 
is flushed twice per year, 
which produces the most 
complaints because it stirs 
up the system.

He said the first phase 
of a 10-year, $32 million 
water main and service 
replacement project is ex-
pected to start at the begin-
ning of next year.

“We have the design al-
most done, and so we’ll be 
going out to bid probably 
by the end of the year and 
hope to start construction 
on the first phase,” Black-
enship said.

In addition, the MUA is 
considering a $6 million fil-
tration system that would 
help with quality issues as 

it relates to iron, he said.
Blackenship said when 

the MUA receives com-
plaints, it typically flush-
es the system to clear it. 
When a fire hydrant is used 
to fight a fire, it can change 
patterns in the water sys-
tem and stir up sediment. 

A system flushing is 
scheduled for the begin-
ning of October, he said. 
MUA tests for pH and chlo-
rine residuals daily, Black-
enship said. 

He said recent testing 
in the homeowner’s area 
showed the chlorine resid-
ual down to .2 or .3, which 
is on the low side since .4 
is permitted. Blackenship 
said the MUA would sam-
ple water from Genovese’s 
house.

On Tuesdays, the route 
goes from Ocean Street to 
Madison Avenue, Beach 
Avenue to Lafayette Street 
and Broad Street.

Wednesday recycling 
pick ups operate from 
Cape May Avenue to La-
fayette Street, Madison 
Avenue to the Yacht Av-
enue, he said.

On Thursdays, the route 
runs from Beach Avenue 
to Cape May Avenue, Mad-
ison Avenue to Pittsburgh 
Avenue.

“Fridays are everything 
up top,” Prusinski said.

He said he considers any 
property holding a mer-
cantile license to be com-
mercial.

Mayor Zack Mullock 
said they probably did not 
want to class homes avail-
able for rent as commer-
cial. 

Prusinski said Cape May 
has many Airbnb rentals 
which he considers single-
family homes.

Looking over the 
spreadsheet, Mullock said 
he saw one business used 
36 32-gallon cans on a re-
cycling day. Councilman 
Shaine Meier said the city 
was receiving complaints 
about that location, which 
was not disclosed.

“When you’re getting 
to 36 cans, whatever they 
may be, that is when that 
business should have re-
cycling pick up,” Mullock 
said.

Prusinski said if the city 
placed a commercial limit 
of 384 gallons of recycling, 
the business in question 
would exceed the limit by 
612 gallons. 

“That one stop alone is 
putting out almost 1,000 
gallons of recycling. That’s 
not counting cardboard, 
that’s just cans,” he said.

Dietrich said the city 
had to draw a line of when 
it was the responsibility of 
the municipality to pick up 
recycling and when it be-
comes a commercial busi-

ness obligation “because 
they collect so much, that 
it’s really not incumbent 
on the city to pick it up.”

The city’s two recycling 
trucks can hold as much as 
10 tons. Two Mondays ago, 
a truck had to be taken to 
the transfer station in Bur-
leigh at midday to dump 
8.14 tons before the route 
was completed, according 
to Prusinski. The day of 
the meeting, Public Works 
picked up 15 tons of recy-
cling, he said.

The city is not charged 
to dump recycling at the 
county Municipal Utili-
ties Authority’s facilities. 
Prusinski said the cost to 
the city was in labor and 
fuel, and potential inju-
ries, McDade added. 

McDade said properties 
where major renovations 
were taking place put out 
large quantities of boxes 
for weeks on end. She sug-
gested the city create a 
process for those under-
taking major construction 
projects to notify the city 
of an expected large quan-
tity of recycling.

Prusinski suggested open-
ing the recycling facility 
on Canning House Lane on 
Wednesdays year-round. 

Mullock said council 
was asking the city solici-
tor to write an ordinance 
amendment for the sug-
gested recycling changes. 

Councilman Shaine Mei-
er and McDade volunteered 
to work with Public Works 
and City Solicitor Chris Gil-
lin-Schwartz to formulate 
an amendment to the city’s 
solid waste code. 

During public comment, 
resident Jules Rauch said 
the Taxpayers Association 
of Cape May has discussed 
recycling. He offered a 
history lesson noting until 
January 2017, commercial 
businesses were required 
to contract with a hauler 
for pickup.

“Beginning on Jan. 1, 
2017, with no discussion 
from City Council with no 
budgets, with no authori-
zation, no resolution, the 
collection of commercial 
businesses was done free,” 
he said. “I think it is im-
perative that you take a 
look at this from a real 

perspective point. The city 
has changed; we’re now 
10 to 12 months a year. In 
the last five to six years 
we have seen a change 
they tell me from 400 to 
800 houses that are now 
being rented. We know 
that many of them are big 
houses.”

Rauch recommended 
businesses pay for con-
tracted recycling from a 
hauler. He said the issue 
was not trash cans but 
dealing with everything 
businesses place on the 
sidewalk for recycling.

“I don’t think it’s fair to 
expect our Public Works 
frankly to be dealing with 
that issue,” he said. 

He said a “monstrous 
container” filled with bot-
tles was too heavy to lift. 
Rauch said he was curi-
ous as to how many Public 
Works employees were in-
jured collecting recycling.

The Joint Insurance 
Fund has recommended 
to all of its members they 
do not participate in trash 
or recycling collection, he 
said.

Mullock said it was ri-
diculous to see 30 cans of 
recycling lined up on the 
sidewalk, something that 
businesses should be pay-
ing to have collected.

Municipal Taxation and 
Revenue Advisory Com-
mittee Chairman Dennis 
Crowley said collecting 
recycling was “sold to the 
city as a way to pay for it-
self.” 

“It was supposed to gen-
erate revenue enough to 
cover all of its costs and 
even make some profit for 
the city, and that simply is 
not happening,” he said. 
“The revenue has never 
been there for recycling. 
There is no market for re-
cycling and the city is now 
incurring a significant an-
nual cost to provide a ser-
vice that frankly doesn’t 
make any sense.”

He noted residents ar-
range for their own trash 
collection. Crowley sug-
gested the city consider 
eliminating the entire con-
cept of recycling pickup 
since it brings in no rev-
enue and costs the city 
money.

Recycling cans line streets
Continued from Page A1


