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Cape May committee considering extending Promenade

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The city
is likely to receive a grant
from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA) in the range of
$70,000 to $80,000 for an
initial design to extend the
Promenade from Madison
Avenue to Wilmington
Avenue, according to Scott
Maslow, chairman of Cape
May’s Promenade and
Seawall Advisory Com-
mittee.

The beachfront in that
area currently is a mix of
low dunes and rocks.

During a meeting July
26, he said he expected an
answer on the grant by the
end of month. Committee
member Jim Testa said he
expected objections from

residents on the east side
of town if the Promenade
were extended beyond
Pittsburgh Avenue. He
said Pittsburgh Avenue
marks the end of the com-
mercial zone.

Testa said he does not
believe east-side residents
would object to a new sea-
wall in that area without a
promenade. Maslow said
there was no suggestion
of placing any commercial
properties on an extension
of Promenade.

He said restrooms may
be required somewhere in
the new stretch of Prom-
enade.

Committee members
Mike Jones asked Testa
if he believed there would
be objection to a walkway
atop a new seawall such as
seen from Jefferson Street

to Madison Avenue.

Testa said he feared
commercial activities
would be extended to the
new portion of Promenade.

He said he considered
a walkway atop the new
section of seawall would
be an “intrusive activity.”

The committee also dis-
cussed a suggestion of
widening the Promenade
to better accommodate
bicycles from the arcade to
Convention Hall to Madi-
son Avenue. Maslow said
the estimated cost of the
widening is $367,000.

The Promenade would
be expanded by 10 feet
with two S-foot-wide bike
lanes from the arcade to
Convention Hall, he said.
Concrete already is on
the site.

Maslow said benches

Drone delivers supplies offshore
in test flight from ferry terminal

NORTH CAPE MAY —The
Defense Logistics Agency
Troop Support and the New
Jersey Institute of Technol-
ogy Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems Test Site successfully
conducted two unmanned
aircraft systems research
flights, hosted by the Dela-
ware River and Bay Author-
ity at the Cape May-Lewes
Ferry terminal.

On July 24-25, the research
flights consisted of two 1-mile
flights to learn about the
potential use of unmanned
aircraft systems (UAS) to
deliver materials to areas
that may be inaccessible by
normal delivery methods,
such as a combat environ-

ment or during disaster-relief
efforts, and to generate UAS
flight data for research and
analysis by the New Jersey
Institute of Technology Un-
manned Aircraft Systems
Test Site.

The UAS initially trans-
ported a case of First Strike
Rations and a case of bottled
water from the terminal to a
delivery point at the New Jer-
sey Aquaculture Innovation
Center to evaluate its land-
to-land capabilities. The next
day, it transported the same
load from the ferry terminal
to the U.S. Coast Guard’s fast
response cutter Lawrence
Lawson off the coast of Cape
May to evaluate its land-to-
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sea-to-land capabilities.

“Today’s research flight
demonstrates our efforts to
learn about the potential use
of UAS to deliver materials
to areas applicable in sup-
porting warfighters in austere
environments and on ships,
in addition to continental
United States disaster relief,”
said Nick McGinty, defense
logistics agency troop sup-
port subsistence industrial
base planning chief. “We
are incredibly proud of the
DLA [Troop Support] team,
today’s flight crew, our part-
ners at NJIT, American Aero-
space Technologies Inc.,
which is the contractor of the
drone, and DRBA for hosting
the event.”

This demonstration is the
first step in evaluating using
potential UAS capabilities to
support potential DLA Troop
Support Subsistence humani-
tarian assistance and disaster
relief missions in the future.

DLA Troop Support is re-
sponsible for five supply
chains that provide the na-
tion’s military and govern-
ment partners with food and
feeding equipment; clothing
and textile items; construc-
tion and equipment material,
medical material and phar-
maceuticals; and industrial
hardware consumable repair
parts.
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would be removed from
that section of Promenade
to gain width. The Prom-
enade would gain 3 inches
of height.

He said a bike lane
would be continued from
the end of Convention Hall
to Madison Avenue. The
Promenade would be wid-
ened by about 1 foot in that
section and include two
4-foot bike lanes, Maslow
said.

“The dunes have grown
into the Promenade, so
you’re having at least
about a foot of the Prom-
enade that’s being covered
by the dune,” he said.

Maslow suggested the
committee prepare a pre-
sentation for City Council
at a work session. He said
he hopes the project could
be included in the city

budget and be completed
by next summer.

“That’s really the virtue
of all this in a crowded
area, where we’re trying
to accommodate people,
being in many instances
more bike-friendly and
have a huge, dense amount
of people moving,” Testa
said.

Jones suggested a mem-
ber of the Bicycle and
Pedestrian Advisory Com-
mittee accompany the
Promenade and Seawall
Committee to the presen-
tation to council.

Maslow said he met with
environmental consultant
Joseph Lomax on the topic
of Cape May being allowed
by the state Department of
Environmental Protection
(DEP) to undertake its own
dune maintenance. Lomax

was able to set up dune
maintenance programs for
Avalon and Stone Harbor.

Lomax suggested the
committee set up a public
meeting on dune main-
tenance, according to
Maslow.

The dunes have unre-
stricted growth that blocks
a view of the ocean from
the Promenade and homes
across Beach Avenue,
Maslow said. He said some
trees are taking over the
dunes.

“Everybody is on board
that we need some sort
of maintenance,” Maslow
said.

Prior to any mainte-
nance permit being issued
by the DEP, mapping of
the current vegetation on
dunes must be completed,
he said.

Chuck Lear/City of Cape May

Life Rolls On, with a little help from friends

Volunteers with Life Rolls On helped those with spinal cord injuries or mobility issues to
surf Aug. 4 in Wildwood as part of They Will Surf Again, with local sponsorship from the
DeSatnick Foundation. Above, first-time volunteers at the event raise their hands. Below,

volunteers assist surfers.

Robert Newkirk/Special to the CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE

P.O. Box 2427, Cape May, N.J.08204.
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Cape May Stage's missio

Tony Award Nominated

Sally Mayes is
Vivian Vance

Professional Equity Theatre
The Robert Shackleton

405 Lafayette St. Cape May
is to produce compelling impactful theatre that engag
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diences to enrich their lives.
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After Party
Provided by The
Washington Inn

Luxury Housing
Provided by
Cape Resorts

 last night of filming

"1 Love Lucy" and America's
favorite sidekick - Ethel
Mertz, played by Vivian ;

Vance - hasa lotto get off

her chest. Thisnew play

gives a glimpse into the

hmd the scenes drama of

/e Lucy" as well as

SHOP SMALL,
SPEND LOCAL,
EAT LOCAL,
ENJOY LOCAL.
Support the local
businesses that
support the
community.

609-770-83ll

capemaystage.org
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AUGUST 19, 2019
AN EVENING WITH
SALLY MAYES



