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Lower Twp. honors officer for life-saving actions
Cpl. Scheck cited for ‘risking his own life selﬂessly to save the lives of others’

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — A police offi-
cer is always an officer no
matter where they may be,
and Lower Township po-
lice Cpl. Jonathan Scheck
proved that last month
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when he was on vacation.
On Aug. S, Police Chief
Kevin Lewis and Lower
Township Council pre-
sented Scheck with a Dis-
tinguished Service Award
for Lifesaving for render-
ing help following a severe
motor vehicle accident.
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Lewis said Scheck was
on vacation July 16 in Flor-
ida when he jumped into
action after the vehicle
behind his was struck by a
drunken driver.

“Both vehicles caught
fire with the drivers and
passengers still inside,”
Lewis said. “Cpl. Scheck
immediately began ex-
tracting the drivers from
the burning vehicles, risk-
ing his own life selflessly
to save the lives of oth-
ers.”

He said Scheck assisted
responding EMS and fire
personnel in controlling
the scene and ensuring the
safety of others as the ve-
hicles burned.

“Without the brave ac-
tions by Cpl. Scheck, more
lives would have been lost
to this tragedy,” Lewis
said.

Lower Township Mayor
Frank Sippel presented a
proclamation to Scheck on
behalf of council.

“You’re a great asset to
the township,” Sippel said.

Ms. HOLMES &

Ms. L‘/;UJQJJ
APT. 2B !

Written by Kate Hamill
Directed by Roy Steinberg

“Upbeat, funny, (8§
and action-packed!
Thoroughly
entertaining from
start to finish.”

JuIy 17 - August 25 ~ Tues Sun at 8 pm

ICAPE
aﬁMAY

i

The Robert Shackleton Playhouse

SCAN ME
v

405 Lafayette Street, Cape May, NJ

Rk g LErSURE O\°°

'-_-.1..

STAGE www.capemaystage.org 609-770-8311

25% OFF py

SOMERS PO.I.NT ) 609 926 0688
Acmm hoppmg Center

MAYS LANDING * 609-625-2266
Mays. Landing Diner Shopping Center

WOLVERINE @a

' BOOT COMPANY

carbanrtt

4

ARIAT

LA Ai‘ULl J‘

Bu It For Work:

(&) sPENCO’

s

-

Provided

Lower Township Mayor Frank Sippel congratulates Cpl. Jonathan Scheck on Aug. 5 for pulling
people from burning cars following an accident July 16 while vacationing in Florida.

Geography ideal for mosquitoes —
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water seems to rise, those
areas on the salt marsh
age the first to be impact-
e ‘))

A shift in species will
ultimately result in dif-
ferent viruses emerging,
which is why the depart-
ment is constantly moni-
toring species variability.

“People talk about the
variability with rainfall

a lot,” Diem said. “The
highs and lows have
increased and that’s

something that I hear
mentioned at the state cli-
matology level.”

Diem explained that
this past March was re-
corded as the rainiest
since 199S.

Rain becomes a prob-
lem because it turns dry
landscapes into wet ones.

“It’s when things dry
down completely and
they’re barren and then
fill up again,” Diem said.
“That’s perfect mosquito
habitat, and you definitely
see more of that when the
weather’s more variable.”

City Hall to
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claim for damages to the
Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF) was approaching
$200,000.

“What really put us up
high was the solar system
on the roof here. That was
$125,000 portion of the
claim,” he said.

Dietrich said he and
Fashaw reached out to

According to Diem and
Simone, population lev-
els have stayed constant
over the past decade and
do not seem to be chang-
ing rapidly. Both were
unsure about climate
change’s overall effect on
mosquitos but recognized
the effect different tem-
peratures and precipita-
tions have had and will
continue to have.

“The main ones that
we’re focusing on as far
as our virus vectors, and
the ones that we trap
and test, those have been
pretty consistent,” Diem
said. “It’s probably going
to be continually chang-
ing where we’ll always be
packing on a few new spe-
cies here and there.”

The department al-
ters its regimens to con-
trol these spreads and
is tasked with creating
treatment plans.

“In the past year, two
years, there are products
that came on the market
that are labeled as organ-
ic and are used as barrier
sprays,” Diem said. “You

can treat an area with a
repellent effect, so you
don’t have to Kkill every-
thing in the air.”

Both men explained
that their main goal is
to be as least invasive as
possible. Instead of chem-
icals, the barrier sprays
use natural oils.

“The main ingredients
are a kind of mint and
clove,” Diem said. “Mos-
quitoes hate anything with
spearmint. Peppermint is
a big deterrent to mosqui-
toes.”

The department priori-
tizes the county’s safety.
Its strategies not only aim
to maintain virus spread
but to preserve the coun-
ty’s natural landscapes.

“Sometimes mosquito
control gets a bad rap be-
cause we’re very visual,
like you think of trucks,
spraying neighborhoods
and helicopters spraying
over fields,” Simone said.
“We spray ounces, and
sometimes, the typical
flow rate for something
we’re putting out is half an
ounce in an entire acre.”

get lightning arrester

professionals for guid-
ance. New grounding was
installed on the radio tow-
er, Dietrich said.

“We’re going to spend
around $51,500 to do pro-
tective work,” he said.

A contractor will install
lightning rods and ground
wires, which will rim the
roof with connections to
the ground. Utility con-
nections to the building
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will also be grounded, Di-
etrich said.

He said network cables
and wires from the radio
tower will receive “dou-
ble grounding.”

“Lightning is probably
going to strike in this area
a third time, but I think
we’ll be much better pro-
tected within City Hall,”
Dietrich said.

He said the final claims
will be submitted to the
JIF later this month and
expects them to be pro-
cessed in September for
reimbursement.

Council approved an
emergency appropria-
tion of $200,000 for re-
placement or repair of
damaged equipment and
surge protection devices
last month.

Fashaw said the day of
the lightning strike, City
Clerk Erin Burke and
Deputy Clerk Brian Turn-
er cleared everyone out of
City Hall.
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“SOUP & SALAD BAR”

Soup & Salad Bar: Thurs-Sat, 12 PM - 5 PM

Brunch: Sunday 10 AM - 3 PM
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