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Lear, Hendricks fi le papers
for re-election bids this fall

Cape May Convention Hall built 
with undersized air conditioners

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — Mayor 
Chuck Lear and Deputy 
Mayor Patricia Hendricks 
submitted signed petitions 
from voters to seek re-
election to City Clerk Erin 
Burke on July 24 on the 
steps of City Hall.

Lear and Hendricks are 
running as a team and have 
selected their campaign 
slogan as “Working with 
You and for You.”

“We’ve had a lot to do the 
last three and half years 
and we want to see those 
projects through,” Lear 
said.

The projects include the 
restoration of the Franklin 
Street School for use as a 
branch library and con-
struction of a new public 
safety building.

“We’re in the middle of 
the COVID crisis and we 
want to make sure that the 
residents and businesses 
are represented well,” Lear 
said.

Hendricks said the city 
has advisory committees 
that invested time and a 
level of expertise that the 
city would not otherwise 
be able to afford. 

“We had the challenge 
of working through the 18 
months of the master plan 
as members of the Plan-
ning Board and we feel that 

we are committed to the 
principles of sustainability 
and resiliency,” she said. 
“We hold those dear and 
want to keep those going 
forward.”

“We are working for the 
people and with them and 
we want to continue that 
onto another four years,” 
Hendricks continued. 

Lear, a life-long resi-

dent of Cape May, gradu-
ated from area schools and 
spent 37 years in the city’s 
police department. Hen-
dricks, a real estate agent, 
has lived in Cape May since 
1985, is the past president 
of the Cape May County 
Board of Realtors and is a 
former schoolteacher.

Their campaign website 
is votelearhendricks.com.

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The air 
conditioning system in Con-
vention Hall is too small 
for the building, a problem 
that has existed since its 
construction. The system 
has been receiving frequent 
repairs.

Councilwoman Stacy 
Sheehan said July 22 dur-
ing a City Council meeting 
that the city has been receiv-
ing “tons of bills” for the 
air conditioning system in 
Convention Hall. 

“I think as a council we 
have to start looking at how 
much are we putting out 
month after month and may-
be we should just bite the 
bullet and buy a new unit,” 
she said.

City Manager Jerry In-
derwies said a report from 
the engineering fi rm of Mott 
MacDonald estimated a cost 
of $500,000 to replace the 
system with an appropriate 
unit.

“Because the one installed 
is too small and obviously 
has fl aws,” he said. “It’s just 
something to consider for 
next year’s capital budget.”

Sheehan asked how much 
the city has spent on the 
air conditioning system in 
the past year. She said she 
believed at least $100,000 
was spent on repairs to the 
system.

Inderwies said he could 
supply a report. He said 
the system recently expe-
rienced glycol leaks, which 
can be hazardous.

“The only real solution is 
to replace it with the correct 
units,” Inderwies said.

The air conditioning unit 
was within the specifi cations 
for the building, meeting 
the criteria of what the en-
gineer and architect recom-
mended, but the system was 
not appropriately sized for 
the building, Inderwies said.

Councilman Zack Mull-
ock said the city has spent 
$35,000 this year on the air 
conditioning system and 
more than $50,000 was ex-
pended last year. 

The city spent $21,000 
repairing Convention Hall’s 
heating and air conditioning 
systems in 2016 and $49,288 
in 2017.

Unconfi rmed reports stat-
ed the air conditioning units 
on the roof were not coated 
when installed, affecting the 
aluminum coils.  

At a May 5 meeting, coun-
cil approved a resolution for 
settlement and dismissal of 
Convention Hall litigation 
against Kimmel Bogrette, 
the architectural fi rm that 
designed the building, fi led 

by the prior administration, 
according to city solicitor 
Frank Corrado.

“The building was not 
FEMA (Federal Emergency 
Management Agency) com-
pliant as it was constructed. 
It was a little bit too low and 
the problem was that the 
city was afraid that FEMA 
would require the building 
to be raised or demolished 
and rebuilt,” he said at that 
time.

Corrado said the litiga-
tion has been taking place 
since 2016 with the city’s 
expenses to date of $448,000 
in legal bills.

He said had the city liti-
gated the case and lost and 
FEMA required raising the 
building, the city would 
have been on the hook for 
millions of dollars. He said 
the only remaining issue in 
the litigation was whether 
the city was paying too high 
a fl ood insurance premium 
during the years that the 
building had no assurance 
from FEMA that it would 
be treated as a compliant 
building.

Council awarded a con-
tract last week to Multi-
Temp Mechanical of West-
ville for heating and air 
conditioning maintenance 
services for city buildings. 
Multi-Temp Mechanical 
was the lowest of fi ve bid-
ders. The city formerly had 
a maintenance contract 
with Falasca Mechanical of 
Vineland.
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In this staged photo, Mayor Chuck Lear and Deputy Mayor 
Patricia Hendricks, right, turn in their petitions to run for re-
election in the fall to City Clerk Erin Burke. 

DISPENSER STAND
• $120 • 

Heavy Duty Construction

ASK ABOUT OUR DISINFECTANT SERVICES 
AGAINST THE HUMAN CORONA VIRUS

Megan McKenney Krieg
609.898.7625 • Info@capecleanse.com

WWW.C APECLEANSE.COM

ALL ITEMS IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE 
FOR FREE DELIVERY IN CAPE MAY COUNTY

CAPE CLEANSE
HAND SANITIZER

• $54 per Gallon • 
80% alcohol ad recommended by the CDC

AUTOMATIC DISPENSER
• $100 • 

Dispenser includes Batteries, 
Automatic Touch Free Wall Mount

Holds 40.5 ounces

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

SERVING TAKE OUT 
starting at 3pm. Pickup at 4pm

MENU AT OYSTERBAYRESTAURANT.COM 
OR FACEBOOK

OPEN DAILY 
OUTDOOR DINING 

Call for reservations: 609-884-2111

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111
www.OysterBayRestaurant.com

starting at 3pm. Pickup at 4pmstarting at 3pm. Pickup at 4pm

TIDES : July 29-Aug. 5, 2020
DATE HIGH LOW

A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.              
29  3:52 4:38 9:50 10:48
30 5:00 5:37 10:50 11:50
31 6:02 6:33 11:47 
1 6:59 7:24 12:46 12:42
2 7:50 8:11 1:37 1:32
3 8:37 8:55 2:24 2:20
4 9:21 9:36 3:08 3:05
5 10:03 10:16 3:49 3:48

MOON PHASES
Full moon, Aug. 3 • last quarter, Aug. 11

BILL HORGAN 
Painting Co.

       Est. 1969

Cape May, NJ 08204
609-884-4970

 Interior • Exterior • Power Wash
WE PAINT THE TOWN


