
TIDES : April 8-15, 2020
DATE HIGH LOW

A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.              
 8       8:54         9:21         2:31        2:53 
 9       9:43       10:09         3:24        3:40
10      10:33      10:59         4:17        4:28
11      11:25      11:51         5:11        5:18
12       12:21          6:08        6:12
13     12:47      1:22            7:08        7:11
14     1:48        2:30            8:11        8:15
15     2:54        3:40            9:16        9:23

MOON PHASES
Full moon: April 8, last quarter: April 14
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Cape May, Cape May Point
prohibit short-term rentals

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY– City Man-
ager Jerry Inderwies issued 
an executive order Sunday, 
April 5, prohibiting all sea-
sonal and/or short-term 
rentals in Cape May includ-
ing hotels, motels and guest 
houses.

“In light of the current 
COVID-19 pandemic and to 
further protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the 
citizens, residents and prop-
erty owners of, and visitors 
to the city of Cape May and 
further pursuant to execu-
tive orders 107 and 108 is-
sued by Gov. Murphy and 
administrative order 2020-8 
issued by the state Director 
of Emergency Management, 
it is hereby ordered and 
decreed that all transient, 
seasonal and/or short term 
rental in the city of Cape 
May are hereby prohibited 

effective 8 p.m., on April 
5, 2020 and will remain in 
effect until 12:01 a.m. May 
22, subject to modifi cation 
or extension “in accordance 
with future developments 
and conditions.”

Cape May Point issued an 
executive order on April 6 
prohibiting the same rent-
als as Cape May Point, also 
effective until May 22.

The prohibition includes 
hotels, motels, guest hous-
es and rentals of private 
homes whether by owner 
or owner’s agent. The or-
der notes persons violating 
the order or those aid or 
abet violations of the order 
are subject to arrest and 
prosecution as disorderly 
persons.

Inderwies said Cape May 
continues to have a number 
of second-home owners and 
out-of-towners present in 
the city.

Businesses worry about summer workers

Coast Guard: No new recruits coming in

Your Lower Township Chamber of Commerce

Office is Open!
Please share your information with us - 

Are you open or closed, have reduced hours, special offers, 
special delivery options? Please let us know and we will 

blast all info out to our mailing list.

The Chamber Luncheons are cancelled until further notice.
We will notify you when there are any additional changes.

In the interest of the entire community, we hope all of you 
stay well and remember “Help Us Help You”

and together we will Beat Corona

Chamber Office Hours 
Monday - Friday • 10 am till 4 pm

609-886-5281 • Ltcc@lowertownshipchamber.com

To Our Patients:

Our office is open and ready to meet your 
dermatologic needs.

We will continue to update our hours as 
necessary to meet the needs of our patients.

We ask you all PLEASE do not come into the office if you are feeling 
sick in any way or have traveled outside of the country in the last 4-6 
weeks.  We are doing everything possible to follow the guidelines of 
the CDC and government agencies.

COMING SOON!  TELEDERMATOLOGY!!

We will inform our patients when this technology is available.

Thank you all for your cooperation and support during these 
unprecedented and uncertain times.  We hope you and your families 
stay healthy and safe!  We look forward to resuming our normal office 
schedule as soon as possible.

For up to date information on COVID-19 please visit www.covid19.nj.gov 

105 N. Main Street, Cape May Court House, NJ | 609-465-8788
210 S. Shore Road, Suite 200, Marmora, NJ | 609-938-1329
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A Message for 
Sturdy Savings Bank 

Customers

103 N. Main Street 
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210 

www.sturdyonline.com

609-463-5220
sturdyonline.com
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Our commitment to our customers, 
employees and communities is 

stronger than ever.
All branches are providing drive-up services 

during the following hours:
MONDAY – FRIDAY: 10 A.M. – 5 P.M.

SATURDAY: 9 A.M. – NOON • SUNDAY: CLOSED
WILDWOOD CREST: TEMPORARILY CLOSED (ATM OPEN) 

To safeguard you and our employees, 
branch lobbies remain closed. 

We encourage you to use Sturdy Savings Bank’s 
digital tools for self-service banking and 24/7 

account access. If you haven’t already, visit 
sturdyonline.com to enroll in online banking 

or download the mobile app.    

AS ALWAYS, WE’RE HERE FOR YOU.

“You have my personal commitment 
that we are doing everything we can to 
safeguard the well-being of our valued 
customers and the Sturdy Savings Bank 
Team. With nearly 100 years of service 
to our community, I want to assure 
you that Sturdy Savings Bank remains 
well-capitalized, has strong investments 
and is financially sound.”

– Gerald Reeves, President and CEO, Sturdy Savings Bank

BILL HORGAN 
Painting Co.

       Est. 1969

Cape May, NJ 08204
609-884-4970

 Interior • Exterior • Power Wash
WE PAINT THE TOWN

ca
binet corner

506 Broadway, West Cape May, NJ

Beautiful Kitchens
Since 1980

(609) 884-9583
cabinetcorner@comcast.net

Professional Designers  
James S. Parker

Joanne S. Parker

VISIT OUR COUNTERTOP SHOWROOM

manage the volume of resi-
dents fi ling new claims or 
reopening existing claims. 

He said the state waived 
the waiting period due to a 
time lag in the system. 

“Benefits will be avail-
able as soon as you are ap-
proved,” Testa said. “The 
state has also developed 
a centralized resource for 
workers to fi nd opportuni-
ties with employers serving 

on the front lines of the 
pandemic, thousands of 
jobs are currently avail-
able and can be found on 
the website: https://jobs.
covid19.nj.gov/”

Simonsen said  over 
200,000 state residents 
have recently applied for 
unemployment compensa-
tion. He said the system 
was not meant to handle 
that number of claims and 
he believed the glitches 
would be corrected.

On a question of the 
county considering reopen-
ing in two to three weeks if 
a spike of COVID-19 cases 
do not occur, Testa said the 
danger of having Cape May 
County open would be per-
sons from other counties 
would come here.

He said he wanted to 
make sure much, if not 
all, of the summer tourist 
season could be salvaged. 

New Jersey Campground 
Owners Association Ex-
ecutive Director Joann 
DelVescio said she issued 
an order to campground to 
remain closed for vacations 
or recreational activities. 

She said was receiving 
phone calls from medical 
professionals being moved 

to various parts of the state 
to assist in hospitals and 
seeking campgrounds to 
park their recreational 
vehicles.

DelVescio said she was 
also hearing from medi-
cal personnel who can’t go 
home because they have 
someone in their home with 
a compromised immune 
system and they need a 
place to park their camper. 
Simonsen said he could 
write a letter to the gover-
nor with her request.

A business owner said 
she talked with the agency 
that supplies her with J1 
workers and was informed 
all her foreign workers 
for the season had been 
cancelled. 

A participant said a Rut-
gers University study that 
stated the county would 
need 1,270 to 3,249 hospi-
tal beds to accommodate 
COVID-19 victims but Cape 
May County has only 242 
hospital beds available.

Testa said he hoped the 
study was wrong. He said 
FEMA (Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency) 
was working to open a large 
capacity hospital in Atlan-
tic City.

McClellan said the coun-
ty Office of Emergency 
Management was request-
ing a drive-thru testing site 
at the tech school. He said 
he working through the 
logistics with the county 
Health Department to see 
when it could happen.

Testa answered a ques-
tion of whether someone 
furloughed temporarily, 
such as two weeks, could 
receive unemployment 
compensation from the CO-
VID-19 package. He said if 
a person had a reduction in 
work hours, they would be 
eligible for the compensa-
tion including freelance 
and part-time workers who 
were impacted by the coro-
navirus shutdown.

A business owner said 
potential workers may be 
collecting unemployment 
to the extent they may have 
little incentive to return to 
work in the tourist season.

“Are people just going to 
collect unemployment, are 
they not going to even try 
to take these nominal jobs 
like dipping ice cream and 
water ice?” she asked. “I’m 
very worried about that.”

Cape May County Cham-
ber of Commerce President 
Vicki Clark said no one 
knows when businesses will 
be able to reopen.

“Hopefully, people will 
be ready to go back to work 
and anxious to get our econ-
omy up and running faster 
and better than it was be-
fore,” she said.

The business owner 
questioned, “if somebody 
can just sit at home or go 
to the beach and make what 
they can make if we’re just 
going to pay them $11 an 
hour,” would they go back 
to work. She said she would 
like to hire employees now 
to open May 1. 

Clark said unemploy-
ment benefits would be 
limited and “not go on for-
ever.” 

The business owner said 
normally 2,000 J-1 workers 
come to Cape May County.

“Right now the embas-
sies are closed in all those 
countries, so they are not 
getting their interviews,” 
she said. “First, they have 
to go through their inter-
view and then they buy 
their plane tickets to come 
over here.”

County chamber chair-
man Doug Burke asked that 
considering the population 
here of retired persons 
and the challenge of visi-
tors fl ocking to the county, 
what was the plan to keep 
residents safe and conduct 
testing for the virus. 

McClellan said he hoped 
a testing site would come to 
fruition soon in the county, 
particularly for first re-
sponders.

“One of the things we 
all talk about is we’re al-
ways last,” Simonsen said. 
“We’re the last ones thought 
about down here and also 
we’ve had less cases than 
up north, we’re last on the 
list, we’ve been raising our 
voices about that.”

County Freeholder Jef-
frey Pierson said the coun-
ty was working towards 
a testing site. He said it 
was unknown if the county 
would be able to get sup-
port from Trenton.

Continued from page A1

The Coast Guard is con-
sidering several different 

options for an enhanced 
reconstitution effort after 
this situation subsides. 

Chief Warrant Officer 

Timothy Tamargo said 
graduations have been 
taking place on Fridays 
but without families in at-
tendance. Only personnel 
needed to carry out the cer-
emony are present, he said. 

“All the families and 
friends haven’t been com-
ing since early March,” 
Tamargo said. “We use our 
live-stream to broadcast, so 
the family and friends still 
see their graduate com-
plete boot camp.”

Recruits live and normal-
ly sleep in close quarters in 
bunks in the squad bays.

“We’ve been able to 
employ social distancing 
where training allows,” he 
said. “There are some parts 
of training where you can’t 
do that, but in the general 
sense, we have expanded in 
squad bay setups to accom-
modate that.”

Tamargo said graduation 
dates were accelerated for 
recruit companies cur-
rently in training with an 
expedited training sched-
ule. Some Terminal Per-
formance Objectives that 
must be met in boot camp 
are being accomplished 
but others may be done at 
a future date and location, 
he said.

Items not essential to 
training have been cut out 
in favor of other training 

essentials handled in a 
more concise way, he said.

Within three weeks, 
TRACEN could be empty of 
training groups of recruits 
with all current recruits 
graduated from boot camp, 
according to Tamargo. 
Graduations are now tak-
ing place on Wednesdays.

M-198 Company will 
graduate on April 8, N-198 
on April 15 and O-198 on 
April 22.

Changes at the Coast 
Guard base include:

– The base is currently 
limited to mission essential 
personnel.

– The chaplains are still 
available by phone as need-
ed and emergent appoint-
ments if necessary. 

– The galley is only serv-
ing recruits.  

– The Exchange is open 
to active duty, staff, and 
dependents from 0900-1500 
Monday - Saturday and is 
closed on Sunday. Depen-
dents should limit traffi c 
on base to travel to/from 
the Exchange. Coast Guard 
leadership has made it a 
priority to keep the Cape 
May Exchange stocked and 
staffed.

– The Harborview is 
closed until further notice.

– Gym use is authorized 
for recruit training only.

– All MWR activities 

have been canceled.
– The jetty is closed.
– MWR Cottages will not 

be rented for leisure until 
further notice. 

– The Coast Guard Ball 
and Coast Guard Festival 

have been canceled.
– All playgrounds in 

housing and off base, skate 
park and the on-base tennis 
court are closed.

– On base beach access 
is closed.

Continued from page A1


