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Grande Center Shopping Mall • Rio Grande, New Jersey
609-889-2000 • www.riostation.com

*8 a.m. - 9 p.m.   After 9 $6

$2-2-2  2 Eggs, 2 Pancakes, 2 Bacon*
Omelettes & Frittatas

Specialty Pancakes & Benedicts
Morning Mimosas & Marys

Everyday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Only a DoorDash.com away!

BEST 
BREAKFAST!

BEST 
BREAKFAST!

Join the Rio Team. Come in & apply today!

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111
www.OysterBayRestaurant.com

BAR OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY 

Starting at 4pm

SERVING
DINNER

THURSDAY THROUGH SUNDAY 
Starting at 5pm

BILL HORGAN 
Painting Co.

       Est. 1969

Cape May, NJ 08204
609-884-4970

 Interior • Exterior • Power Wash
WE PAINT THE TOWN

Prohibit

Cape May expected to adopt its fl at-tax budget
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — City 
Council is expected to hold 
a public hearing and vote 
on the 2021 municipal bud-
get — which features no 
tax increase — during its 
meeting April 20.

At an April 6 council 
meet ing ,  Counci lman 
Chris Bezaire suggested 
the meeting be moved to a 
larger venue, Convention 
Hall, to allow more mem-
bers of the public to attend 
under current COVID re-
strictions. He noted Con-
vention Hall was scheduled 
to reopen April 19.

City Manager Michael 

Voll said it was the call of 
council to move the meet-
ing to Convention Hall. 
He said with no increase 
in the tax rate, he did not 
anticipate a large audience 
for the meeting.

Bezaire questioned if 
council wanted to continue 
to wear masks at meetings. 
He said several council 
members have been vac-
cinated. 

City solicitor Chris Gil-
lin-Schwartz said council 
should continue to wear 
masks. 

Deputy Mayor Stacy 
Sheehan questioned new 
hires for the city in 2021, 
which included a part-
time assistant for the plan-

ning and zoning boards 
and Historic Preservation 
Commission, a full-time 
mechanic, a full-time la-
borer for streets and roads, 
a full-time police officer 
and a part-time accounts 
payable clerk for the fi-
nance offi ce.

Voll said it was at the 
discretion of council to 
remove any new positions.

“I believe we need each 
and every one of them. The 
mayor swore in a police 
offi cer this morning as a 
replacement and we are 
also looking to hire another 
police offi cer — it’s in the 
budget to make it safe for 
the four squads to balance 
it out to have enough patrol 

offi cers,” he said.
Sheehan said a number 

of city employees’ salaries 
are increasing. Mayor Zack 
Mullock said if council 
members have any ques-
tions on salaries or sti-
pends, they should forward 
them to the city manager 
before April 20.

Gillin-Schwartz said the 
city’s annual salary ordi-
nance would be introduced 
the same night as the bud-
get hearing. 

In other business, Voll 
said the city has too little 
space to store records and 
public works equipment. 
He said the city-owned 
building next to Conven-
tion Hall is fi lled with re-

cords and could be put to 
better use.

The city issued a request 
for proposals to construct a 
steel building at the public 
works yard. Mullock said 
such as building has been 
requested for many years 
by city departments. He 
said equipment is being 
stored outside that should 
be under cover.

Council approved a reso-
lution for stained glass res-
toration at the city-owned 
Allen AME Church from 
J&R Lamb Studios. Roof 
repairs are under way on 
the church.

Mullock said the city has 
an $80,000 grant that must 
be spent by June. 

Sheehan questioned if 
Cape May MAC would be 
providing trolley service 
to the city this summer that 
was previously a service 
of the Atlantic City Jitney 
Association. Bezaire said 
a request for proposals 
would need to be offered 
by the city.

“Obviously any time we 
can help out a local organi-
zation like MAC, if we are 
going to be spending the 
money as a city, we’d like to 
help out our local organiza-
tions rather than someone 
from out of town,” he said.

Bezaire said it is unlikely 
trolley service would start 
before late June or early 
July.

passing any marijuana 
legislation for fi ve years. 

“The suggestion of the 
League of Municipalities 
and what we see most 
other towns at least local-
ly doing is the enactment 
of an ordinance early on 
to completely opt out of 
retail sales of marijuana 

because you can always 
make the ordinance less 
restrictive over the next 
fi ve years, you can’t make 
it more restrictive,” he 
said.

Deputy Mayor Anita 
vanHeeswyk said she con-
curred with Amenhauser. 
She noted the borough had 
two businesses grandfa-
thered in under the zon-

ing law. 
Mayor Robert Moffat 

and Commissioner Cath-
erine Busch said they 
were in favor of passing 
an ordinance to ban mari-
juana sales in the bor-
ough. Amenhauser said he 
would draft an ordinance.

Resident Sandy Allison 
asked if the ordinance 
would prevent persons 

from smoking marijuana 
in public areas such as 
the beach, Lake Lily, and 
the circle park. Busch 
said a separate ordinance 
would be needed to ad-
dress smoking marijuana 
in public places.

Amenhauser said he 
would check current 
borough ordinances for 
restrictions on smoking 
tobacco products in the 
public places. 

“We could amend them 
to include marijuana as 
well,” he said. “If they 
are not yet in place, we 
can certainly address en-

acting an ordinance to do 
just that.”

In other business, Busch 
said a clean-up of the bor-
ough’s beaches is sched-
uled for April 24. Volun-
teers are asked to report 
behind Borough Hall at 
8:30 a.m. The clean-up 
will be organized and lead 
by former commissioner 
Robert Mullock and his 
family.

Busch said the Yale Av-
enue water main replace-
ment project is progress-
ing. She said due to the 
Point’s high-water table, 
much dewatering is taking 
place on the project.

Some sediment is go-
ing into Lake Lily from 
the street and when the 
contractor installs well 
points to pump out water, 
Busch said. 

“It is being monitored 
daily by the borough engi-
neer’s offi ce staff and the 
public works manager,” 
she said,

Moffatt said beach tags 
are for sale on the bor-
ough’s website. A kiosk 

will be set up in the drive-
way behind Borough Hall 
in May for the sale of sea-
sonal tags, he said.

Borough Administra-
tor Ed Grant said traffi c 
calming measures to slow 
down vehicles on the bor-
ough’s streets using items 
such as speed bumps and 
islands would not be in-
stalled this summer. 

Grant said he attended 
a Zoom meeting last week 
with West Cape May and 
Cape May discussing its 
shared services agree-
ment for municipal court. 
He said Cape May was 
seeking to streamline the 
process for the two bor-
oughs.

Borough Commission 
approved a resolution 
requesting permission for 
the dedication by rider 
to accept donations, be-
quests, and gifts for Lake 
Lily stewardship. The 
borough is required to 
obtain permission from 
the director of the Divi-
sion of Local Government 
Services.
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HAVE YOUR CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE DELIVERED 
TO YOUR SUMMER HOME BY CALLING (609) 884-3466.


