
fatal crash took place in 
2017 and 2019 but no fatal 
crashes happened in 2018 
or 2020. Five serious inju-
ries were recorded in 2021.

Steponanko said 39 per-
cent of the crashes took 
place on municipal roads 
with 30 percent occur-
ring on county roads. She 
said 60% of the crashes 
involved striking fixed ob-
jects and parked vehicles 
and hitting the rear end of 
a vehicle which mostly re-
sulted in property damage 
and minor injuries.

The most severe acci-
dents involved pedestrians, 
a bicyclist or someone us-
ing a skateboard or scoot-
er, Steponanko said, repre-
senting about 7 percent of 
crashes.

“We had one fatal pedal-
cyclist, one fatal pedestri-
an and one serious injury 
pedestrian 2017 to 2021,” 
she said. 

The highest percentage 
of crashes was caused by 
drowsy or distracted driv-
ers, by lane departures, 
unlicensed drivers and ag-
gressive driving, Steponan-
ko said. 

The 2020 and 2021 inci-
dent rate was much higher 
than the three years pre-
vious reflecting a spike in 
crashes during the COVID 
pandemic, she said.

Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Safety Advisory Commit-
tee member Jim Moffatt 
asked if data identified the 
most dangerous roads or 
intersections. Steponanko 
said they had hot spots.

City Councilman Mike 
Yeager said there were 
a number of dangerous 
places on Cape Island, and 
he was shocked the crash 
numbers were not higher. 
Crash numbers increased 
in the last two years of the 
data, he said.

Moffatt said Lafayette 
and Washington streets 
were narrow and danger-
ous for bicyclists. 

Cape May Point Borough 
Commissioner Catherine 
Busch said residents re-
ported seeing low speed 
vehicles driven by chil-
dren, but they did not call 
the police. 

“I see a lot of tourists 
oblivious to the dangers 
there,” she said.

Yeager asked if speed 
tables could be installed 
onto Lafayette Street to 
slow down drivers after it 
is paved. Engineer Dale 
Foster, of GPI, said speed 
tables could be installed 
later after a speed survey 
by the county.

Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Safety Advisory Commit-
tee member Bob Morris 
suggested the Atlantic City 
Electric right of way along 
the power lines past the 
public works yard could 
be opened to bicycle traffic 
to get riders off Broadway 
near Duckies Market and 
campgrounds. 

Cape May Councilman 
Shaine Meier said the ar-
eas of emphasis should be 
the main entrances to Cape 
May, Lafayette and Perry 
streets and Broadway.

West Cape May Deputy 
Mayor George Dick asked 

how someone in a camp-
ground on Broadway could 
be moved safely into Cape 
May and the beach. He said 
multiple studies have been 
conducted without any ac-
tion taken. 

He said Broadway and 
Lafayette streets should 
not be used by bicyclists.

“To me, the solution is to 
get them off the road, have 
an alternate route and have 
the time spent figuring that 
out rather than looking at 
data you’re not going to 
change,” Dick said.

Yeager said education 
and signage was essential, 
so the public would know 
what routes to travel. 

Dick said he concurred 
with Morris to use the At-
lantic City Electric or rail-
road right of way as a safe 
route for bicycles.

“I expect that most of our 
problems are magnified by 
new visitors to the area 
who don’t know how to get 
to different places, and I 
know it’s hard for anyone 
to look at roadways and 
signage as if it’s the first 
time they have ever been 
there,” Busch said. 

She said she noticed a 
lot of distracted people, 
looking at maps, trying 
to determine where they 
are going during the sum-
mer months. She said low 
speed vehicles should not 
be driving down the middle 
of Sunset Boulevard.

Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Safety Advisory Commit-
tee member Terry DiUb-
aldi said use of the Atlantic 
City Electric right of was 
suggested in the past but 
“it was shot down.”

Cape May City Manager 
Paul Dietrich said areas of 
emphasis for study could 
be bicyclists and pedestri-
ans, intersections, drowsy 
and distracted drivers and 
lane departures. 

Kuhn said his firm would 
look at data and hot spots 
with a crash history and 
undertake a risk-based 
analysis of potential for 
crashes and countermea-
sures. 

“We’ll also talk about 
non-infrastructure strate-
gies,” he said. “Are there 
educational opportunities, 
enforcement opportuni-
ties?”

The steering committee 
will next meet in June.
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Community solar projects available to local residents
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — City Coun-
cil passed a resolution sup-
porting community solar 
projects, which through 
the state Community Solar 
Energy Program (CSEP) 
allows individuals without 
the ability to install solar on 
their rooftops to access the 
benefits of solar energy in-
cluding significant energy 
savings. 

The program works by 

installing solar panels on 
warehouse roofs throughout 
the state. Those panels send 
electricity to local power 
companies. Once enrolled, 
members receive a 25 per-
cent discount on the solar 
credits allocated on their 
utility bill. 

Cape May City Council’s 
enabling resolution notes 
the state adopted the 2019 
New Jersey Energy Master 
Plan and the state Legisla-
ture passed the Clean En-
ergy Act of 2018, which calls 

for the state to support com-
munity energy planning and 
action with an emphasis on 
encouraging and supporting 
participation by low- and 
moderate-income and envi-
ronmental justice communi-
ties.

The resolution states the 
city will support community 
solar projects that reserve 
a minimum of 51 percent of 
the overall solar generation 
to be reserved for low- and 
moderate-income residents.

Community solar provides 

an alternative for those who 
cannot install solar panels 
on their roofs and for rent-
ers.

The resolution states a 
minimum 15 percent dis-
count on electricity would 
be offered from a commu-
nity solar project for Cape 
May residents who qualify 
as low- and moderate-in-
come. Such a project must 
have flexible terms includ-
ing no additional fees to sub-
scribe or cancel. 

Residents do not need to 
switch their utility to join 
a community solar farm. 
There is a guaranteed sav-

ings on power bills, no roof-
top installations, availability 
for houses and apartments 
and there is no extra cost or 
long-term commitments. 

Cape May, Lower Town-
ship, Cape May Point and 
West Cape May are includ-
ed in the Millville 1 project 
from-Solar Landscape Proj-
ect and Arcadia Power ex-
pected to be operational by 
June. It estimates customers 
would receive a 21 percent 
discount or an average of 
$284 per year.

Visit solarlandscape.com 
and fill in the ZIP code and 
the invite code: CAPEMAY-

CITY. Information is also 
available on the city’s web-
site.

At a March 5 council 
meeting, Deputy City Man-
ager Justin Riggs said the 
city was undertaking its 
Sustainable Jersey recertifi-
cation process.

“We do receive points for 
implementing a community 
solar project,” he said. 

Such projects are first 
available to low- and mod-
erate-income persons and 
the general population later, 
Riggs said. Cape May resi-
dents will receive informa-
tion in the mail.

7-Month CD

sturdyonline.com
609-463-5220

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as of March 11, 2024. 
Offer good for the initial term only. 7-month certificates 
automatically renew at maturity to a 6-month certificate at 
the rate in effect at the time of renewal. 7-month certificates 
are not eligible for IRAs. $1,000 minimum required to open 
and earn APY. A Sturdy Savings Bank checking account is 
required to receive the APY. Fees may reduce earnings. A 
penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.

4.80 APY*
%

CD SPECIAL
Limited Time Offer

Stop in or call one of our 
13 branch locations today!

R

R

TARP SALE
Huge Assortment 

HEAVY DUTY 6ft High x 8ft Wide
STOCKADE FENCING

$69.99

101 ROBERTS AVE. WILDWOOD
609-522-8395

416 STATE HWY. 47 S., GREEN CREEK
609-889-9090

MON. – FRI. 7:30AM – 5PM 
SAT. 8AM – 4PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

MON. – FRI. 7:30AM – 5PM 
CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

WILDWOOD LOCATION HAS FULL LINE OF
TOOLS • HARDWARE • LUMBER • DRYWALL

WOLF PVC DECKING, TRIM BOARD & RAILING

TAMKO DIMENSIONAL 
SHINGLES

$105.00 per Sq. Ft.

WOLF PVC DECKING
IN STOCK

WE SPECIALIZE IN 
DRYWALL DELIVERY
7-STORY BOOM

DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

CAPE LUMBER474747

3% SALES TAX WILDWOOD

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED!

IRT-1948L-A 20870627

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Allison K Kruse
Financial Advisor
7 East Shellbay Avenue, Suite B-1
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
609-536-9676

New job, new retirement 
account options
Changing jobs? Consider these 401(k) options
• Leave the money in your previous 
   employer’s plan
• Move it to your new employer’s plan
• Roll it over to an Individual Retirement 
   Account (IRA)
• Cash out the account subject to early 
   withdrawal penalties

We can talk through your financial goals 
and find the option that works best for you.

Safer routes action plan
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