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Frequent Flyer? Frequent Flyer? Join our BREAKFAST CLUBJoin our BREAKFAST CLUB

OPEN DAILY • 7:30am – 2:00pm
OPEN DAILY • 7:30am – 2:00pm

CLOSED FOR VACATION • Dec. 30th – Jan. 12th

CUP OF SOUP &
HALF SANDWICH $799

MON. – FRI. LUNCH COMBO

Cape May Airport off Breakwater Road
609-886-1105 • Flightdeckdiner.com

OPEN DAILY • 7:30am – 2:00pm

Firepits,Friends&FabulousBeers!
733 Seashore Road, Cape May, NJ 08204

www.coldspringbrewery.org
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Personalized service means having a 
financial advisor who understands you and 
what you’re trying to achieve, and helps to 
create a unique strategy based on your 
needs and circumstances.

We’re ready when you are. Contact us 
today.

Your goals are as unique as 
you.

Allison K Kruse
Financial Advisor
7 East Shellbay Avenue
Suite B-1
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
609-536-9676

WORK & LEISURE CLOTHES

SOMERS POINT • SOMERS POINT • 609-926-0688 609-926-0688 
Acme / Target Shopping CenterAcme / Target Shopping Center

MAYS LANDING • 609-625-2266 MAYS LANDING • 609-625-2266 
Mays Landing Diner Shopping Center Mays Landing Diner Shopping Center 

www.S O M E R S P O I N T H U B.com

BUCKS
4 BOOTS

BRING IN YOUR OLD 
CLUNKERS & WE 

WILL GIVE YOU 
TOWARDS A NEW PAIR $15
PLUS A FREE PAIR OF SOCKS

USED BOOTS ARE DONATED TO THE AC RESCUE MISSION.
WITH THIS COUPON. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

OFFER EXPIRES 11/17/24
HUB WORK & LEISURE

SOMERS POINT 609-926-0688 • MAYS LANDING 609-625-2266

$10 OFF
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $50 OR MORE
Hub Work & LiesureHub Work & Liesure

EXCLUDES BOOTS. With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases. EXPIRES 11-17-24

$5 OFF 
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $25 OR MORE
Hub Work & LiesureHub Work & Liesure

EXCLUDES BOOTS. With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases. EXPIRES 11-17-24

&& LLEEIISSUURREE CCLLO

outdooroutdoor
CLOTHING & BOOTSCLOTHING & BOOTS

THE AREA’S LARGESTTHE AREA’S LARGEST SELECTION OFSELECTION OF
NEW FALLNEW FALL
APPARELAPPAREL
ARRIVINGARRIVING
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Board to study tree removal for lanterfl y eradication
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The city 
will undertake a cam-
paign of removing tree-
of-heaven, a favorite host 
of spotted lanternflies, to 
quell the population of the 
invasive and destructive 
insects. 

The city has $20,000 in 
grant funds from the state 
Department of Agriculture 
to control the insects.

A subcommittee of the 
city’s Shade Tree Com-
mission will oversee the 
issue. At an Oct. 8 meeting 
of the Shade Tree Commis-

sion, City Manager Paul 
Dietrich suggested the 
commission take the lead 
on controlling spotted lan-
ternflies.

“My suggestion was that 
we look at removing tree-
of-heaven within the city 
limits and we’ll use the 
grant money to pay for 
that,” he said. 

Commission member 
Barbara Preminger sug-
gested an advertisement 
with a photo in the newspa-
per to help residents iden-
tify tree-of-heaven. Dietri-
ch said the tree-of-heaven 
attracts spotted lantern-
flies along with fruit trees 

and grapevines. 
“If you go around town 

and find a tree-of-heaven, I 
guarantee you that’s where 
most of the spotted lan-
ternflies in town are hang-
ing out,” he said.

Shade Tree Commis-
sion Chairman Jay Schatz 
compared tree-of-heaven 
to sumac trees. He said if 
you crush tree-of-heaven 
leaves, they smell like ran-
cid peanut butter. 

Councilman Shaine Mei-
er, City Council’s liaison 
to the Shade Tree Com-
mission, said he concurred 
with Dietrich to create a 

subcommittee to deal with 
tree-of-heaven removal.

Dietrich said tree-of-
heaven must be removed 
by a specific process that 
includes digging up the 
root system, otherwise 
the tree will send up new 
shoots.

Schatz said the commis-
sion would not charge a 
permit fee to a property 
owner who wanted to re-
move tree-of-heaven. Re-
moval by a property own-
er must be coordinated 
through the Shade Tree 
Commission to receive re-
imbursement from the city 

for the expense, Dietrich 
said.

During an Oct. 15 City 
Council meeting, resi-
dent Ros Johnson said her 
neighbor received an esti-
mate of $6,800 to remove 
several trees. 

Mayor Zack Mullock 
compared the tree-of-
heaven to a “very big 
weed.” 

The spotted lanternfly is 
native to Asia but arrived 
in the U.S. in Berks Coun-
ty, Pa., on a shipment in 
2014. The species has been 
advancing ever since. Due 
to the insect’s excellent 

hitchhiking ability, there 
are now 14 states that have 
confirmed populations. 

According to the state 
Department of Agricul-
ture, as it feeds, spotted 
lanternfly excretes honey-
dew (a sugary substance) 
that can attract bees, 
wasps and other insects. 

The honeydew also 
builds up and promotes the 
growth of sooty mold (fun-
gi), which can cover the 
plant, forest understories, 
patio furniture, cars and 
anything else found below 
spotted lanternfly feeding 
locations.

voting no.
“In light of Sandy Allison’s 

comments and the lack of 
other information, I’ll vote 
no at this time,” Busch said.

In other borough news, 
Busch reported the Cape 
May Point Taxpayers As-
sociation had a successful 
Dunes and More Day, with 
80 shrubs, trees and grasses 
planted along Whilldin Av-
enue.

“Public Works has already 
watered it twice this week, 
so they don’t die,” she said. 
“We planted a lot of beach 
grass on the beach side at 
the [Cape May Point] Sci-

ence Center.”
Busch attended the final 

steering committee meeting 
in Cape May on Oct. 8. Rep-
resentatives from Cape May, 
West Cape May, Cape May 
Point and Lower Township 
are preparing a safety action 
plan to prevent fatalities and 
serious injuries on Cape Is-
land’s roads.

“[At] one of our upcom-
ing meetings, there will be a 
presentation for us,” Busch 
said. “Each jurisdiction is 
being asked to adopt a reso-
lution to endorse this plan, as 
it is the first step in securing 
funding to do things to make 
the road safer for everyone.”

Residents wanting fur-
ther information can con-
tact Dale Foster at dfsoter@

gpinet.com, David Kuhn at 
dkuhn@gpinet.com or call 
(908) 236-9001.

Deputy Mayor Anita van 
Heeswyk said she is plan-
ning on meeting with the 
New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(NJDEP), the Army Corps 
of Engineers and a contrac-
tor regarding periodic beach 
replenishment.

“The word I have now 
is that Cape May Point 
doesn’t need any sand,” van 
Heeswyk said. “Hopefully, 
we will see the new [Stock-
ton University] survey that 
the contractor has done. The 
prior survey from last year 
that was used to send out 
for the bid specs showed we 
didn’t need any.”

Van Heeswyk walked the 
beach with the NJDEP rep-
resentative  who handled 
Cape May Point and said the 
borough looked good.

“I’m trying to wrangle 
some sand for another area 
of our beaches outside of our 
project area and hopefully 
they might give us some,” 
van Heeswyk said. 

The annual report of the 
municipal beaches from this 
year to 2014 is available on 
the borough’s website un-
der floodplain management, 
capemaypoint.org. The 
Coastal Research Center at 
Stockton University com-
piles the reports.

Van Heeswyk said she 
would report on the findings 
at the next meeting.

Beach tags
Continued from Page A1

employees have not had to 
date.

Dietrich thanked city 

employees for reviewing 
the plans. The city was 
able to obtain good rates 
because the employees 
take care of their health 

needs, he said. 
McDade said each city 

employee received an in-
dividual benefits letter. 

Mullock said the Ameri-
Health plan had less co-
pays. Including dental and 
vision coverage was attrac-
tive for recruiting and re-
taining employees, he said.

During public com-
ment, Dennis Crowley, 
chairman of the city’s Mu-
nicipal Taxation and Rev-
enue Advisory Committee 
(MTRAC), said call the 
change a smart move. 

“It’s the kind of pro-
cess that MTRAC was de-
signed to encourage,” he 
said.

Crowley said Sea Isle 
City recently dropped the 
state health benefits pro-
gram. 

Dietrich said the city re-
ceived quotes from multi-
ple insurance carriers.

Health plan
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