
169th YEAR NO. 36 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2023CAPE MAY, N.J. Serving America’s National Historic Landmark City $1.00

Shucked 
Oysters  21
Horseradish, 

Mignonette

Calamari  15
Lemon Aioli, 

Marinara

Tavern Mac & 
Cheese  12

Buttered Crumb 
Topping

House Made 

Soup of the Day  

10

New England 

Clam Chowder 

 10

Caesar Salad  15

Romaine, Caesar Dressing, Parmesan, 

Croutons

Cape May Lettuces  19

Radish, Red Onion, Tomato, Sherry 

Vinaigrette

Butter Lettuce   23

Grilled Shrimp, Fregola, Orange, 

Cucumber, Pancetta

Tuna Niçoise   23

Beach Plum Farm Eggs & Radish, Pole 

Beans, Kalamata Olive, Confit Potato, 

Extra Virgin Olive Oil, Napa Cabbage

Add Grilled Salmon 11 Chilled Shrimp 8 

or Grilled Chicken 6 

Fish & Chips ..........................................................................................  23

Beer Battered Haddock with Tavern Fries & Tartar Sauce

Mussels ...................................................................................................  18

Tomato, Prosecco, Leek, Cultured Butter

Steak Frite .............................................................................................  25

Sunflower Gremolata, Lemon Aioli, Tavern Fries or Salad

Cape Fish Roll  ......................................................................................  15

Crispy Fried Haddock, Tartar Sauce, Shredded Cabbage, Toasted Brioche Bun, 

Tavern Fries or Salad

Chicken BLT ..........................................................................................  18

Grilled Chicken Breast, Crispy Bacon, Butter Lettuce, Tomatoes, Herb 

Mayonnaise, Rustic Whole Grain Bread, Tavern Fries or Salad

Turkey Avocado & Bacon Sandwich ....................................................17

House Roasted Turkey, Ripe Avocado, Fresh Tomato, Bacon, Mayonnaise, 

Multigrain Bread, Tavern Fries or Salad

Pulled Pork Sandwich  .........................................................................  16

Cheddar Cheese, Cole Slaw, Tavern Fries or Salad

The Tavern Burger ................................................................................  17

Lettuce, Tomato, Onion, Mayonnaise, Choice of Cheese, Tavern Fries or Salad

OU R BU R GERS A R E HOUSE - GR OUN D,                                                                                                    

H A N D -PR ESSED & SERV ED W I TH F R ENCH F R I ES.

Executive Chef  CH R IS GA R R ISON

AB OUT OUR FA RM

The Blue Pig Tavern is proud to source fresh ingredients from Beach Plum Farm, our 62-acre farm 
based in West Cape May. Established in 2008, Beach Plum Farm grows over 100 kinds of fruits and 

vegetables as well as chickens, eggs, and Berkshire Hogs.  To learn more about Beach Plum Farm, 
visit BeachPlumFarmCapeMay.com.

Deviled 
Eggs  13

Beach Plum Farm 
Bacon, Dill

Tallow Tots  14
Black Garlic, Gruyere, 

Scallion

Watermelon  15
Goat Cheese, Mint, 

Jalapeño,  Balsamic
Reduction, Tomato

* *  *

SERV ED F R OM MON DAY -  F R I DAY: 11:0 0A M-2:0 0PM
SAT U R DAY & SU N DAY: 11:0 0A M- 3:0 0PM 

* *  *
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LOCATED AT 
CONGRESS HALL 

IN CAPE MAY
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AVAILABLE DAILY!
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MTRAC studying city
shared services deals 

Ocean Wind 1
work to begin
without delay
Ørsted sets back commissioning
to 2026 but project commencing

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The city 
provides emergency med-
ical services, municipal 
court and construction of-
fice services to its neigh-
boring communities on 
Cape Island, but are those 
deals equitable?

The city’s Municipal 
Taxation and Revenue 
Advisory Committee 
(MTRAC) has been exam-
ining Cape May’s shared 
service and mutual aid 
agreements with West 

Cape May, Cape May 
Point and Lower Town-
ship to determine wheth-
er the city is getting a fair 
financial return. 

At an Aug. 10 meet-
ing, MTRAC member 
Martin Van Walsum said 
City Council asked the 
committee to review the 
agreements and make 
recommendations. He 
said every police and fire 
department in the county 
agrees to help other de-
partments through mu-

By DAVID NAHAN
Cape May Star and Wave

OCEAN CITY — Ørsted 
announced on its web site 
that it is pushing back the 
Ocean Wind 1 commission-
ing until 2026, but com-
pany officials say onshore 
work is set to start in the 
next few weeks in Ocean 
City and offshore work at 
some point in 2024.

The Danish company be-
hind the project to put up to 
98 massive wind turbines 
15 miles off the coast of At-
lantic and Cape May coun-
ties reported last week that 
supplier delays and higher 
interest rates are factors 
expected to push back the 
full operation of the wind 
farm.

The project, which is 
expected to produce 1,100 
megawatts of electricity, 
was originally scheduled 
to begin supplying energy 
late in 2024 but had been 
pushed back before to 
2025.

Despite the delay, resi-
dents of Ocean City should 
see work beginning soon.

“Ocean Wind 1 will con-
duct site investigation work 
within Ocean City’s right of 
way on 35th Street, from 
Central Avenue to West 
Avenue, and in the county’s 
public right of way along 

Bay Avenue to Roosevelt 
Boulevard beginning Sept. 
12,” an Ørsted spokesper-
son said Friday.

“Site investigation activi-
ties in Ocean City’s right of 
way  are expected to con-
clude by Oct. 2 with the 
county’s right of way con-
cluding approximately two 
weeks later,” the spokes-
person added. “The work 
will confirm the locations 
of existing underground 
utilities while collecting 
soil and groundwater sam-
ples. This type of work is 
common practice for many 
types of gas, water and 
sewer utility projects that 
install mains beneath the 
road surface.”

Overall, this project is 

Taxation, revenue board turns its sights on beach tag fees
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The city’s Mu-
nicipal Taxation and Revenue 
Advisory Committee (MTRAC) 
is asking whether beach tags are 
too cheap and if senior citizens 
should be getting a discount.

At an Aug. 10 meeting, MTRAC 
Chairman Dennis Crowley said 
35 towns in the state have raised 
their beach tag fees but Cape 
May has not. He said 28 of 41 mu-
nicipalities that sell beach tags 
offer reduced rates for senior 
citizens by adjusting the fees to 

compensate for the revenue.
“We need to take these fees and 

give them the same treatment we 
do everything else in terms of 
inflationary escalation, because 
part of our mission is to get mu-
nicipal expenditures into utili-
ties,” Crowley said. “As we do 
that, as we push more of the mu-
nicipal services into the utilities 
budgets, those utilities budgets 
need an increase in revenue.”

Some towns, such as 
Manasquan, have $90 to $100 
fees for seasonal tags, he said. 

Noting a small surplus in the 
beach utility, MTRAC member 

Martin Van Walsum said there 
is no driving need to raise beach 
tag fees. 

Crowley countered that there 
is a need to raise the fees since 
City Council is putting more 
municipal funds into the beach 
utility budget. Councilwoman 
Maureen McDade said capital 
improvements for the beach are 
being attributed to the beach 
utility.

“If we increase the cost of the 
beach tags, then people will just 
find ways to work around the 
cost of beach tags,” Van Walsum 
said. “There were two offers yes-

terday on Facebook pages to re-
sell their beach tags. I personally 
think that the beach tags fees are 
incredibly low for the value that 
you’re given.”

Those who do not have the 
means to afford beach tags 
should be accommodated, Van 
Walsum said.

McDade said another town 
may charge $100 for a seasonal 
beach tag but offer free parking. 
She noted the city offers a $100 
commercial tag for hotels and 
guest houses. Crowley said some 
local hotels bought as many as 
100 commercial tags for their 

guests.
Van Walsum said nowhere on 

the city’s website is it stated that 
beach tags are not transferable. 
He suggested a flier be included 
with beach tags at the time of 
purchase explaining their regu-
lations.

Beach tag sales are not a big 
moneymaker, Van Walsum said, 
noting the beach utility pays life-
guard salaries and buys equip-
ment. He said he did not know 
whether the city had the oppor-
tunity to raise beach tag fees 
without demonstrating a need 
for an increase.

‘We have not slowed down 
or paused any planned 
project activity. Ocean 
Wind 1 remais on schedule 
for operations in 2025, with 
final commissioning in the 
first quarter of 2026.’

–Hina Kazmi, Ocean 
Wind 1 project director

Ocean Wind, Page A2

See MTRAC, Page A4

Jack Fichter/CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
Pilot Mike Macario lands the restored DC3 ‘Yukon Sourdough’ on Sept. 1 at Cape May County Airport during Naval Air 
Station Wildwood Aviation Museum’s annual AirFest event. ‘I like this airplane, its characteristics, the way it flies and just 
being a part of it,’ Macario said. Below, restored vintage airplanes at AirFest.

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

ERMA — The airline industry 
owes a lot to the DC3, a twin piston 
engine aircraft born in the 1930s that 
could carry 20 to 30 passengers from 
coast to coast with a few stops. 

In the 1970s, DC3s were used by 

small commuter airlines and to fight 
forest fires, and became reasonably 
priced airplanes for touring rock 
bands.

Those who arrived early at Naval 
Air Station Wildwood’s AirFest on 
Sept. 1 had the privilege of watching 
the landing of a nearly 80-year-old 
plane, known as the “Yukon Sour-

dough.” The plane was available for 
tours throughout the event, held at 
Cape May County Airport.

Those who climbed aboard noticed 
how steep the walk was to the front of 
the plane, since it sat low in the back 
due to its tail resting on the ground 

Restored DC3
continues life
as show piece
‘Yukon Sourdough’ lands
in Lower Twp. for AirFest

See DC3, Page A8


