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Mawhinney, Elliott and Back bring in another net of creatures.

‘Splish
Splasi’

Nature Center
summer camp
lets kids enjoy

natural world

By DAVID NAHAN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — When the
two teenage girls in waders
dragged a seine net from the
shallow part of Cape May
Harbor into the small sliver
of beach, the S- and 6-year-
olds waiting there were ex-
cited to see what they had
caught.

As soon as the girls, in-
terns Kailin Back and Han-
nah Oeschle, laid the net
on the ground, the children
quickly ran over and did the
“scoop and boop,” carefully
picking up the tiny fish and
then dropping them in small
containers.

The children were taking
part in the “Splish Splash”
summer camp last week at
the Nature Center of Cape
May, which was just across
the street at 1600 Delaware
Ave.

The Nature Center holds
weekly camps through Au-
gust, according to Sophia El-
liott, one of the teacher-nat-
uralist interns working there
as recipients of the Randy
Nuessle Memorial Scholar-
ship. There are other teach-
er-naturalists and youth
interns from the Cape May
County 4-H, Elliott said.

“We have a lot of help
around here,” she added
about the Nature Center.
“It’s a lot of fun.”

The camp was the second
of the season. The first was
“I’'m Like a Bird,” exploring
creatures with wings, in-
cluding birds, bats and but-
terflies.

“We do different activi-
ties,” Elliott said. “Today
we’re doing seining. We
come down to the harbor,
take out our seine net and
we usually catch Atlantic sil-

verside, and today we caught
a baby flounder and some
pipe fish,” she said. “It’s just
cool.”

“We call the method the
‘scoop and boop.” The chil-
dren scoop up the animals
(from the net) and can look
at them and put them in lit-
tle buckets of water. They
can learn about the different
types of fish that are in the
local waters here.

“Today we also grabbed
a mussel and we’ll probably
feed it to our octopus when
we get back from the har-
bor,” she said.

Each week’s camp has
a theme. “Splish Splash”
involved “a lot of water ac-
tivities, learning about the
ocean, learning about the
harbor, sea animals and
things like that,” Elliott said.

The camps are 9 a.m. to
noon Monday through Fri-
day. They have camps for a
variety of ages, 5, 6, 7-8 and
9-12. A NJ Audubon family
membership is required to
attend. Cost is $200 a week
for the five-day camps.

This week’s camp is “Jit-
terbug,” learning about
bugs. Coming up are “Among
the Wildflowers” July 15-19;
“Survivor” July 22-26, prac-
ticing skills needed to sur-
vive in the wilderness; “Fly
Me to the Moon” July 29-
Aug. 2, exploring all things
space and sky; “Like a Roll-
ing Stone” Aug. 5-9, digging
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Hannah Oeschle, left, Kailin Back, right, and Sophia Elliott bring in a seine net from Cape May Harbor to show children what
they caught. The children were part of the “Splish Splash” summer camp last week at the Nature Center of Cape May. Below,
holding a tiny crab caught in the net. And if you look closely, you can see the tiny crab is holding a tinier fish. Bottom, Emily

“What a Wonderful World”
Aug. 12-16, celebrating the
diversity of life on planet
Earth.

There also is the Guy
Buckelew Fishing Camp for
ages 9-13 Aug. 21-25 (cost
$300) learning the principles
of preparation, practice and
patience good for angling
and “any aspect of life.”

Elliott said among the
many programs at the Na-
ture Center is a “Harbor
Safari” similar to the day
camps are but for families.

She noted along with the
aquatic lab at the center
they also have terrestrial
animals including snakes,
turtles and a chinchilla. “It’s
really cool,” she said.

During the summer the
Nature Center of Cape May
is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday.

In addition to the camps,

up fossils and seashells; and the center is a hands-on

learning environmental
education campus. It in-
cludes the Trucksess Wel-
come Center, observation
tower, indoor observation
lounge, classrooms, exhibit
aquaria, small gift shop and
themed display gardens, ac-
cording to the New Jersey
Audubon website. There is a
full schedule of natural his-
tory programs for the public
throughout the year and the
diverse habits nearby are
incorporated into its pro-
grams.

For more information go
to njaudubon.org/centers/
nature-center-of-cape-may/

There are amany other
programs to be found on
the website for people of all
ages.

The Nature Center of
Cape May is at 1600 Dela-
ware Ave., right next to the
harbor. Call (609) 427-3045.
Register at njaudubon.org/
summer-camps.

Carriage horse
collapses, dies
working in city

The 18-year-old Percheron
likely suffered a blood clot

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — “Ice,” a
Cape May Carriage Co.
horse, collapsed and died
June 27 on Columbia Av-
enue from an apparent
blood clot or acute cardi-
ac arrhythmia, according
to necropsy report from
the Mid-Atlantic Equine
Center in Hunterdon
County.

The 18-year-old Per-
cheron horse, which was
pulling a carriage at the
time, was believed to be
in good health, according
to Cape May Carriage Co.
owner Chentel Seman-
chik.

Heat was not a factor
since at the time of the
horse’s death, 8 p.m., the
temperature was in the
low 70s, she said.

The horses do not work
during the day but start at
S p.m., a policy she instat-
ed when she purchased
the carriage company.

“Ice” was a former car-
riage horse in New York’s
Central Park, where it

was determined he was
too large for work in the
city at 19 hands tall, she
said.

The necropsy report
stated the gelding was in
“good body condition and
well-muscled” with no
scars or external lesions.
The report said “Ice” ap-
peared to be otherwise
very healthy and showed
no signs of abuse or ne-
glect.

Semanchik said the
necropsy found a very
small area in the horse’s
small intestine that likely
threw a blood clot. She
said draft horses general-
ly live into their mid-30s
to early 40s.

Pulling a carriage is
not a difficult task for a
horse, Semanchik said.

“A horse that size can
pull four times their body
weight without wheels,”
she said. “They are on
pavement, they’re walk-
ing, he was 1,800 pounds,
he was huge.”

Horses are built to

See Horse dies, Page A4

Sportsmen’s Club
gets eviction stay,

to keep clubhouse

NJDEP trying to force group
from land occupied for years

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — An ongo-
ing effort by the state
Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP)
to evict the Sunset Beach
Sportsmen’s Club from
a small portion of land
on the former magnesite
factory property has been
stopped with a stay from
Superior Court Judge
Dean Marcolongo.

The state of New Jer-
sey signed a charter for
the Sunset Beach Sports-
men’s Club in 1949. The
land on which the club-
house is located was given
to the club by the owners
of the former magnesite
factory, Harbison-Walker
Refractories, more than
49 years ago. The state
purchased the magnesite
factory site in 1999 to re-
store the environmentally
damaged land.

The club contends a
lease of the land for the
clubhouse has been in ef-
fect since 1982. DEP con-
tends the lease expired in
1999 and sought removal
of the Sportsmen’s Club
from the property.

On May 7, the DEP’s

motion for summary
judgment was granted for
eviction. The summary
judgment noted a lease
was granted in 1982 but
the defendant no longer
had a legal right to pos-
session of the property
and DEP could apply for
a warrant of removal, but
not before Nov. 11.

There was evidence
presented to the court
that DEP and the Sports-
men’s Club drafted a pro-
posed S-year lease in 1999
but it was never signed,
and no agreement was fi-
nalized. It noted the club
continued to occupy the
land without paying rent
for more than 20 years af-
ter the lease expired.

Attorney Chris Gillin-
Schwartz, representing
the Sportsmen’s Club,
claimed DEP suddenly
reversed course and de-
manded the club leave
the property it had oc-
cupied for decades. De-
position testimony dem-
onstrated the DEP knew
of the club’s activities
on the property before it
purchased it.

Gillin-Schwartz

See Club, Page A4
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HIGH TIDE HAPPY HOUR

EVERY Monday-Friday from 3pm-5pm.
Score Big on weekdays at the Rusty Nail with $4 Pacifico Draft, $8 Shack
Margarita, $8 Fishers Island Lemonade, $8 Dip Trio and $10 Buffalo Chicken Dip!

205 BEACH AVE, CAPE MAY ¢ RUSTYNAILCAPEMAY.COM ¢ WALK-INS WELCOME ’  — .




