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bined.”

He said an administrative
court decision in 2011 recom-
mended a funding ratio of
67 percent from pupil enroll-
ment and 33 percent prop-
erty valuation. George said
since the court decision was
made, North Haledon has
saved approximately $1 mil-
lion annually, however, he is
still not satisfied and the com-
munity still continues to move
forward with its fight.

“Right now, North Haledon
is responsible for 12 percent
of the students sent to the
regional school. We feel we
should be paying 12 percent
of the cost instead of the 33
percent we’re paying now,”
George said. “We’ve been in
this fight for over 1S years
and this is the closest we’ve
ever been, but it’s still not
completely fair.”

No one, it seems, is com-
pletely happy with the out-
come.

Haledon Mayor Domenick
Stampone said as a result of
the court decision, the tax
burden on his community and

Prospect Park has increased
dramatically. He said the
change to the funding for-
mula was inconsistent with
the current state standard
for regional districts and has
placed a burden on two com-
munities that already strug-
gle to provide education to
their youth.

“For every dollar (North
Haledon) saves, is a dollar
we have to spend,” Stampone
said. “We’ve had to try and
boost our school aid to meet
that shortfall, because we
don’t have the funding.”

Stampone was unable to
provide the precise financial
figures, but said Prospect
Park was impacted the most
by the court decision.

The borough currently
sends 314 of the roughly
925 students at the regional
school, according to super-
intendent, Dr. Richard Ney.
Haledon sends 403 students
while North Haledon sends
107. Patterson also sends
100 students to the regional
school, but on a tuition basis
as part of the choice school
program.

Prior to the court deci-
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sion to change the formula,
Stampone said North Haledon
filed a petition with the
Department of Education to
withdraw from the regional
district. The referendum was
approved by North Haledon
residents, however, in 2004,
the appellate division shot
down the withdrawal pro-
posal on the basis that North
Haledon’s continued partici-
pation in the regional district
was necessary to maintain
the ethnic and racial balance
of Manchester Regional’s
student population. As a
result, he said numerous
North Haledon residents
began sending students to
surrounding private schools
like Eastern Christian High
School and DePaul Catholic
High School on a tuition basis.

“They chose to send fewer
students and then were upset
about having to pay the most
out of the three boroughs,”
Stampone said.

Stampone said once the
recession hit, however, they
began noticing more North
Haledon students coming
back to Manchester Regional.

While George believes it is
unfair for North Haledon to
be paying the highest cost for
the lowest number of students
sent to the school, Stampone
believes the original funding
formula was put in place for
a reason.

“What’s fair is getting
the kids the education they
deserve,” Stampone said. “We
understand North Haledon’s
position, but the formula was
based on equalized property
value and the ability to pay
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24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799
*2D The Wolverine PG13 11:00, 2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15
**3D The Wolverine PG13 10:30, 1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45
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( Lucky 13 )

$13 ALL DAY < UNTIL 5:00PM

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo,
Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSEDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits
WEDNESDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two %lb house-rolled Meatballs
THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter
Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw
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so smaller communities with
less funding would not take
the cost burden and get their
students the same strong edu-
cation as other children.”

George said Attorney Vito
Gagliardi represented North
Haledon in the court case
in which the formula was
changed. Gagliardi is also
attempting to help Cape May
City change the funding for-
mula at the Lower Cape May
Regional School District. He
is also representing Oradell
in its fight to lower the taxes
they pay to the River Dell
Regional School District.

According to school records,
Oradell taxpayers paid
approximately $20,360 per
student in 2012 while River
Edge paid $14,330. Oradell
was sending 653 students
to the school district, while
River Edge sent 1,024 stu-
dents.

Frank Campbell, the attor-
ney representing River
Edge, said Administrative
Law Judge Leslie Celentano
signed a decision on April S
recommending that the fund-
ing formula for the River
Dell Regional School District
be changed. Campbell said
in order for the change to
occur, the recommendation
will need to be approved by
the state Commissioner of
Education, Christopher Cerf.
So far, the recommendation
has not been approved.

If approved, under the pro-
posed tax formula, the aver-
age River Edge homeowner
would pay $540 more in annu-
al school taxes, while Oradell
homeowners would save $622
based on a formula of 80
percent per pupil cost and
20 percent property value.
According to Campbell, the
judge recommended the for-
mula be phased in over a two-
year period.

Campbell said the two com-

employees working.

CORRECTION

In the July 17, 2013 edition of the Cape May Star and
Wave, we incorrectly identified Mayor George “Skip”
Stanger as a member of the board of Crest Savings Bank.
Mayor Stanger is on the board of Capital Bank of New
Jersey out of Vineland and has no such affiliation with
Crest Savings Bank. The Star and Wave regrets the error.

Additionally, quotes attributed to Stanger regarding the
Supreme Court ruling on the Harvey Cedars dune case
should have been attributed to Solicitor Brock Russell.

Furthermore, Stanger indicated that for 37 percent
of the time, during the first six months of the year,
the Department of Public Works had just two full time

The Star and Wave also regrets these errors.

munities are very similar,
however, Oradell has a higher
average property value. He
said because the lots are typi-
cally larger, Oradell’s homes
are worth around $100,000
more on average than proper-
ties in River Edge. According
to the 2010 U.S. Census and
City-Data.com, River Edge
has roughly 11,300 residents
with an average income of
$109,000 and an average
assessed home of $436,000.
There are approximately 8,000
residents in Oradell, with an
average household income
of $147,000, and the aver-
age property is assessed at
$531,722.

“If someone in River Edge
owns a $500,000 and some-
one in Oradell has a $500,000
home, the property owners
would pay the same tax rate,
because legislators based the
formula on equalized prop-
erty value,” Campbell said.
“Many people, especially in
wealthier communities think
taxation on a per pupil basis
is fair, like buying a movie
ticket — everyone is charged
the same rate. It’s not actu-
ally fair when one community
is wealthier than the other
and we’re talking about the
education of children.”

Campbell noted the deci-
sions from 1973 to 1976,
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in “Robinson v. Cahill,” the
New Jersey Supreme Court
held that the state constitu-
tion’s “thorough and effi-
cient” education clause
requires the state to ensure
an equal educational oppor-
tunity for school children.
The court decided that the
state’s revised school finance
system was constitutional, on
its face, because it afford-
ed local districts a means of
overcoming budget shortfalls
and addressed disparities in
per-pupil expenditures.

“Some people look at it as a
progressive way toward fund-
ing schools, but it’s fairer
(compared) to tax based on
property value,” Campbell
said.

Seaside Park, which is also
still in the litigation stages
of its attempt to lower school
taxes, paid $112,000 per stu-
dentin 2012 sent to the Central
Regional School District.
According to Gagliardi, who
also represents Seaside Park,
said this led to a $4.4 million
pay out to send 40 students to
the district.

It was because of Gagliardi’s
involvement in these cases
that Cape May City chose to
hire him hoping to lower its
annual payment to Lower
Cape May Regional School
District. Gagliardi and his
team of experts recently pre-
sented Cape May City Council
with a feasibility study that
includes several potential
options to lower the amount
of school taxes paid to the
regional district.

Cape May is currently
spending almost $80,000 per
pupil sent to the district, near-
ly double what was spent six
years ago. Lower Township,
which has the majority of the
students attending the dis-
trict, pays a text levy of less
than $8,000 per student.

At the July 2 meeting, city
council passed a resolution

Please see Fought, page A3

AART’s
Cape May Taxi
www.capemaytaxi.com

We’re on your side

CALL 898-RIDE
(898-7433)

e sofe and reliable ~ © cirports
* Alllocal communities © local and distance
* clean, comfortable o child safety seats

TIDES
JULY 2013
Eastern Standard Time
High Low
AM. PM. AM. PM.
24 955 10:16 3:36 3:46
25 10:47 11:05 4:25 4:40
26 11:39 11:56 S:13 5:35
27 12:31 6:02 6:31
28 12:47 1:26 6:51 7:30
29 141 2:22 7:42 8:31
30 2:38 3:19 8:35 9:33
31 3:38 4:16 9:28 10:33

Moon Phases
New Moon, July 8
First Quarter, July 15
Full Moon, July 22
Last Quarter, July 29
Apogee, July 6
Perigee, July 21

THE
EBBITT
Roowm

AT THE VIRGINIA

Hand-Crafted Cocktails &
Small Plate Delights On The Porch

Just one of the many delightful experiences at the reimagined Ebbitt Room,
where artisanal cocktails, farm-fresh classic American cuisine and a sophisticated,
yet casual, vibe create the perfect setting for a new Cape May tradition.

_*_

DINING RooM  Open daily from 5:00pm offering our full menu.
Early seating prix-fixe menu available 5:00pm-6:00pm. $35+ per person.

EBBITT LOUNGE Open Daily from 4:00pm. Offering our Small Plates menu from 5:00pm.
Haprpy HOUR Monday - Friday 4:00pm-6:00pm. Offering half priced beer and wines by the glass.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT with Pianist Paul Sottile, Jr. every Thursday - Sunday night 6:30pm-10:30pm.

RESERVATIONS ARE RECOMMENDED. PLEASE cALL 609.884.5700
25 JacksoN STREET, CAPE MAY, NJ 08204. virginiahotel.com




