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based on the municipalities’
ability to pay, with that ability
to pay being determined by
property values.
The resolution says changes
to the funding scheme would
have a profound negative
impact on students, teachers,
curriculum, special education
and class size. It says Lower
Township would not be able
to replace the lost revenue,
with an additional estimated

Chief
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is a challenging task that
requires cooperation at the
state, county and local level.
He said current leadership
at the county level has been
a catalyst for the area’s successful outcome during the
last three major storms,
which included a snow blizzard in 2010, Hurricane Irene
in 2011 and Hurricane Sandy
last year.
“We’re fortunate to have an
excellent county coordinator, Martin Pagliughi, and his
deputy coordinator, Arthur
Treon. Our county engineer
Dale Foster is extremely
helpful and very responsive
to our needs,” Smith said.
What makes the job especially difficult is the county’s
vulnerable location along the
shoreline, having water on
three sides and only three
highways to use for coastal evacuation routes. Cape
May County was listed as the
sixth most difficult place in
the nation to evacuate during a hurricane, according to
a list compiled by Floridabased engineering firm Post,
Buckley, Schuh & Jernigan,
Inc. (PBS&J). Since that list

cost of $5.5 million (as determined by a feasibility study
commissioned by Cape May)
to the residents of Lower
Township. Mayor Mike Beck
said he believes the actual
burden put on township taxpayers would be much higher, perhaps as much as $10
million.
The resolution also stated
concern that the quality of
education would be impacted.
“I’m concerned about the
impact on curriculum,” Pitts

said.
“Everyone pays on the same
formula,” resident Ed Butler
said. “It’s the responsibility of
people to pay for education.”
Pitts said there would
always be “inequity” because
taxes are determined by property value. She said residents
within one municipality pay
different tax amounts based
on their assessment.
Resident Fred Long said he
seconded comments made by
resident John Sporansky, say-

ing Lower Cape May Regional
is a quality educational facility.
“I had five grandchildren
graduate from Lower Cape
May Regional, all of them
have gone to college. Three
work in the city of Cape May,”
Long said.
Pitts said there are 70
regional school districts in
New Jersey, and conflicts
regarding funding formulas only arise where there
is a wealthy community that

wishes to lower its tax burden.
Resident George Dougherty
asked if the township could
survive without the current
funding from Cape May.
“I realize you weren’t here,
but we had a long discussion
on this at our last meeting,”
Beck said. “I said if they hit
the school, they will hit the
town, and if they hit the town
they will hit Cape May.”
Beck said he expected the
issue to move to the county

superintendent of schools. He
said the township couldn’t
afford to lose any funding.
“In the end we all have to
live together but we can’t
afford to lose the fight. If
you give kids a second rate
education you are basically handicapping them. And
(Cape May) will be hurting
themselves. See if they don’t
fall,” Beck said.

was published in 2010, Cape
May County residents have
been evacuated twice – during Hurricanes Irene and
Sandy. However, during each
storm, Smith said Cape May
County’s Office of Emergency
Management and local teams
were extremely organized
and successful in evacuating
citizens safely and efficiently.
“Both of those storms
occurred during the summer. Cape May city alone
goes from about 4,000 in the
offseason to 35,000 or more
daily in the summer, so the
logistics of getting that many
people moved takes a lot of
teamwork,” he said.
He said there are about 50
volunteers who serve on the
city’s emergency management team.
“They consist of members
who work shelters, personnel
who work in communications,
public relations and able-bodied men who just go out to do
what needs to be done,” he
said.
Smith said the West Cape
May Volunteer Fire Company
is the only emergency shelter
on the island, but because it is
in such a low lying area it is
susceptible to flooding, people

were encouraged to leave and
stay at shelters on the mainland, such as the Woodbine
Developmental Center, during Irene and Sandy.
Prior to and during an
emergency such as a major
storm, emergency management works closely with the
local fire and police departments, beach patrol, water
and sewer department and
public works to make preparations for such an event. He
said public works is especially important during a storm,
making sure roads and the
city’s drainage systems are
clear. According to Smith, the
departments typically prep
for about two to three days
before a major storm like
Irene or Sandy boarding up
windows, clearing the promenade and beachfront, making sure necessary equipment
is up and running and other
vital tasks.
At a local level, each of
the four municipalities that
encompass Cape Island work
together and are in constant
communication with one
another during a catastrophic
event. He said communication technology has advanced
astoundingly since he became

involved with emergency
management, which has made
warning the public much simpler during these events.
“The way we used to be
able to notify the public in
the past was by having a team
of men and women sitting by
the phones, who maintained
a phone list for all of the different areas in Cape May. So,
if we had to evacuate, they
would go through a series of
phone calls notifying people
in the lowest lying areas
first,” Smith said. “Now, we
have the Reverse-911 system,
which is much more efficient.”
He said the modern technology such as cell phones
allow on-the-go access to
social media and the county
website, which is updated frequently during an emergency,
also keeps citizens informed.
During his two decades with
the city’s emergency management team, Sandy and
Irene were the first countywide evacuations Smith was
involved in. However, he had
organized multiple Cape May
evacuations prior to those
storms.
“Prior to around 1990, when
we had the beach replenish-

ment project, we frequently
had flooding along the beachfront and the eastern portion of Cape May,” he said.
“We did evacuations there on
numerous occasions. Mostly,
we would be moving cars out
of low lying areas and relocating people for short-term
evacuations. Locals would
typically move in with friends
on parts of the island that
weren’t flooded.”
Smith said there is always
room for improvement when
dealing with catastrophic
events, which is why the
Emergency Operation Plans
are updated every year
and completely overhauled
every three years. He said
local emergency management teams have quarterly
meetings with the Cape May
County Office of Emergency
Management while there
is also the Emergency
Preparedness Conference in
the spring open to the public.
He said it’s not only important for local and county
officials to be prepared,
but everyone living in the
area. Smith noted those who
require special services during an emergency because of
a disability or medical issue

should call the city or the
County Office of Emergency
Management at (609) 4636570 to fill out the proper
form and be put on the call
list, Smith said even though
Cape May County has been
fortunate overall during the
last three storms, citizens
should never take a weather emergency or evacuation
lightly.
“The data that’s been put
forth about the water level
rising is now being seen as
true. We’re seeing a lot more
flooding than in the past due
to things like the ice melt,
rise in water temperature and
basically, climate change,”
he said. “The data has been
out there for a while, but I
think people are finally beginning to realize the climate
change is having an immediate impact on our lives.”
For more information about
the Cape May County OEM
and tips for how to prepare for
an emergency, visit the county website at www.capemaycountygov.net and click on
“Emergency Management.”

BEST OF

Cape May

SEE YOU
THERE!

BEAD COLLECTION

WHEN YOU’RE AWAY FROM HOME,
READ CAPE MAY HEADLINES ONLINE AT
WWW.STARANDWAVE.COM
™

STEAK & SEAFOOD

JULY 19th THRU JULY 25th
RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242
Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

RESTAURANT and BAR

OPEN EVERYDAY • SERVING DINNER from 5PM
Check out our Fabulous New Bar!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri from 4 to 6:30PM

FITS AL L BEAD BRACELETS

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

**Red 2 PG13 11:30, 2:20, 5:00, 7:40, 10:10
**The Conjuring R 11:20, 2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 10:05
**Turbo PG 1:40, 7:10
**3D Turbo PG 11:10, 4:40, 9:30
Despicable Me 2 PG 10:50, 1:30, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20
**3D Pacific Rim PG13 1:20, 7:00
**2D Pacific Rim PG13 10:30, 4:10, (9:50 Fri-Weds)
**3D The Wolverine NR Premier Thurs. 10:00 pm
**Grown Ups 2 PG13 11:40, 2:30, 5:10, 7:50, 10:20
The Lone Ranger PG13 6:40, 9:45
Monsters University PG 10:40, 1:10, 4:00
The Heat R 11:00, 1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00
** No Passes

HARBOR 5 THEATRE
** Advance Tickets Available at
www.franktheatres.com
271 96th Street • Stone Harbor, NJ 08247
24 Hour Movie Times 609-368-7731

SINCE 1972

407 Washington Street Mall • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-0334 • henryscm.com

Open Daily 10 - 5 - Friday and Saturday until 7

Turbo PG 2:15, 4:15, 7:05, (9:05-7/25 only)
Wolverine PG13 10:00 pm 7/25 only
Red 2 PG13 2:00, 4:00, 6:50, 9:15
The Heat PG13 4:30, 9:20
Pacific Rim PG13 1:55, 6:45
Grown Ups 2 PG13 2:10, 4:10, 6:55, 9:10
Despicable Me 2 G 2:20, 4:25, 7:00 9:00
** No Passes

TIDES
JULY 2013
Eastern Standard Time

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

High
Low
A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.
2:46 3:43 8:55 9:56
3:56 4:46 9:57 11:01
5:06 5:48 11:00
6:11 6:46 12:03 12:01
7:12 7:41 1:00 1:00
8:09 8:34 1:54 1:57
9:03 9:25 2:46 2:52
9:55 10:16 3:36 3:46
10:47 11:05 4:25 4:40
Moon Phases
New Moon, July 8
First Quarter, July 15
Full Moon, July 22
Last Quarter, July 29
Apogee, July 6
Perigee, July 21

[ ] Rainy Days Only

Support
The Effort...

Restore the Shore

™

C O L L E C T I O N
Local Headquarters for

Washington Inn
LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

Coldest Beer
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews
Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty
Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois
Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN
PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu

BeST GLUTeN FRee
MeNU AT THe SHORe

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA
Lucky 13
$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM
SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo,
Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits
WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs
THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter
Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

Serving
Dinner Daily
from 5pm

THE WINE BAR

Five for Friday

5

5 G R E AT S P E C I A L S F O R $ 5 E A C H

$

sliders
glasses of wine
appetizers specials

801 WASHINGTON STREET • 609-884-5697 • www.WashingtonInn.com

