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By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY – A pit bull 
mix that in March allegedly 
attacked a smaller dog being 
walked by its owner could be 
declared a potentially dan-
gerous dog by the municipal 
court judge.

A trial began June 26 
relating to charges against 
Washington Street resident, 
whose dog was involved in the 
incident at 830 Washington 
Street. 

At the trial in municipal 
court, the judge heard from 
three people, including two 
Cape May City police officers, 
who gave testimony regard-
ing the attack. Cape May 
Prosecutor Marian Ragusa 
said Wisneski’s 12-year old 
pit bull mix named Chino 
is potentially dangerous. 
On March 20 around 10 
p.m., Marie Stone of 829 
Washington was walking 
her Basset Griffon Vendeen 
named Sheryl, which she said 
weighs around 30 pounds and 
is nearly two-years-old. 

Stone testified that as she 
walked toward her home, she 
noticed a shadow up ahead 
and soon realized it was 
another person walking their 
dog. Stone said she suddenly 
heard someone yell, “Grab 
your dog! Grab your dog!” 

She said she did not have 
enough time to pick up Sheryl, 
so she threw herself on top 
of her dog in the flowerbed 
beside her in order to protect 
it. Stone testified that she did 
not see the attacking dog ini-
tially as she was facing the 
opposite way, but soon real-
ized the pit bull was double 
the size of Sheryl. 

Stone said as a result of the 
attack her dog suffered five 
puncture wounds and sever-
al scratches on its rear end. 
Stone said Sheryl did not suf-
fer any major injuries or torn 
muscles, however, the veteri-
nary bill came to $168.50 for 
antibiotics, medication and 
treatment of the wounds. 

Stone said she remained on 
the ground with her dog until 
help arrived to help sepa-
rate the animals. She said a 
number of neighbors came 
out of their homes to assist. 
Police Officer Joseph Walker 
testified that he arrived on 
scene just a few minutes after 
receiving the call because 
of the close proximity to the 
police station. He said when 
he exited his patrol car he 
could describe the scene in a 
word – “chaos.”

“There were just bodies 
surrounding and laying over 
top of the animals trying to 
separate them,” he said. 

Walker said he could see 
the pit bull from the neck 
area to its hindquarters but 
did not see the other dog as 
there were too many people 
surrounding the animals. He 
said he reacted immediately 
and grabbed the dog by its 

collar and pulled it backward. 
He said Chino did not bark or 
growl as he pulled the animal 
away. 

Wisneski said Chino did 
have a leash on while she 
was walking him, but it 
detached during the scuffle. 
Walker testified that Chino 
did not have a leash on when 
he arrived. However, dur-
ing the cross examination 
by Wisneski’s attorney, Dan 
Kurkowski, Walker said the 
leash was readily available 
when the dogs were finally 
separated, so he assumed 
Wisneski did have a leash 
prior to the attack.  

Walker said he directed 
Wisneski and Chino to her 
condominium after the attack. 
He said the dog had blood on 
his snout and mouth, but he 
could not determine whether 
it was blood from the other 
dog or its own. 

Officer Kelly Walters said 
she escorted Stone and her 
dog back to their home. She 
said Stone had a minor lac-
eration to her nose. Stone tes-
tified the wound was due to 
her own dog snapping at her 
during the attack and refused 
hospitalization as it was 
a minor cut. All those who 
testified said Chino did not 
attempt to attack anyone on 
scene and was only a threat to 
the smaller dog. 

Wisneski told the Star and 
Wave her dog has never been 
a threat to people. She said 
the 12-year old pit bull mix is 
a rescue that was once used 
as a “bait dog.” Baiting is the 
act of worrying or tormenting 
a chained or confined animal 
by setting game dogs upon it 
for sport. According to sever-
al reports from organizations 
such as the ASPCA (American 
Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals), abu-
sive dog owners often use pit 
bulls for baiting and fighting 
because of the brute strength 
and tenacity of the breed. 

Ragusa hoped to call 
two other witnesses to the 
stand, Diana Lee and Linda 
Steenrod, regarding a prior 
incident involving Chino, 
which occurred in October 
2012, also on Washington 
Street. The pit bull attacked 
and killed a shepherd puppy 
whose tether was tangled 
around a tree while its own-
ers weren’t home. Reports 
indicate Wisneski tied Chino 
up while she went to assist 
the puppy from being untan-
gled, but the pit bull broke 
free and attacked. Steenrod 
told the Star and Wave follow-
ing the attack that she had not 
been bitten by Chino when 
she came to separate the ani-
mals, but did sustain injury 
to her hand when she tried to 
pry the dog’s mouth open and 
release the shepherd. 

Kurkowski objected to 

the witnesses, as no charg-
es had been filed following 
the October incident, mak-
ing it a prejudicial testimo-
ny. Presiding Judge Louis 
Belasco concurred, but told 
Ragusa she could file a motion 
to have the witnesses put on 
the stand as the trial devel-
ops. Some witnesses were 
unable to attend the start of 
the trial, which led to a con-
tinuance. 

If Chino is declared a poten-
tially dangerous dog, by state 
statute (4:19-24) the owner 
must obtain a potentially dan-
gerous dog license from the 
municipality, with a munici-
pal registration number and 
red identification tag. The 
owner must at his/her own 
expense have the registration 
number tattooed upon the 
dog in a prominent location, 
which is typically the ear. 
The statue requires a poten-
tially dangerous dog to be 
impounded until the owner 
obtains the potentially dan-
gerous dog license, municipal 
registration number and red 
identification tag.

The statute also requires the 
owner to display a sign on his 
or her premises warning that 
a potentially dangerous dog is 
on the premises and may be 
required to maintain liability 
insurance in an amount deter-
mined by the municipal court 
to cover any damage or injury 
caused by the potentially dan-
gerous dog.

The final order of the stat-
ute requires the owner to 
immediately erect and main-
tain an enclosure for the ani-
mal on the property, where 
the potentially dangerous dog 
will be kept and maintained, 
which has sound sides, top 
and bottom to prevent the 
dog from escaping by climb-
ing, jumping or digging and 
within a fence of at least six 
feet in height separated by at 
least three feet from the con-
fined area. The statue says 
all potentially dangerous dogs 
must be confined in the enclo-
sure or, if taken out of the 
enclosure, securely muzzled 
and restrained with a teth-
er approved by the animal 
control officer and having 
a minimum tensile strength 
sufficiently in excess of that 
required to restrict the dog’s 
movements to a radius of no 
more than three feet from the 
owner and under the direct 
supervision of the owner.

Kurkowski said Wisneski 
could not comply with the 
enclosure stipulation because 
she is not a homeowner and 
lives in a condominium. 
Belasco said he would still 
issue the stipulation because 
it was state law. 

No date was set as to when 
the trial would continue. 

Dog attack case not yet resolved

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

Coldest Beer 
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews

Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty

Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois

Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN

PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
BeST GLUTeN FRee 

MeNU AT THe SHORe

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM

Lucky 13

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo, 

Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits

WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta 
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs

THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter 

Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

TIDES
JULY 2013

Eastern Standard Time

              High            Low
         A.M.  P.M.  A.M.  P.M. 
10   10:13  10:17   4:00   3:47
11   10:50  10:51   4:34   4:26
12   11:28  11:26   5:08   5:07
13              12:07   5:43   5:53
14  12:05   12:52   6:21   6:45
15  12:50     1:42   7:06   7:44
16    1:44     2:40   7:57   8:49
17    2:46     3:43   8:55   9:56

Moon Phases
New Moon, July 8

First Quarter, July 15
Full Moon, July 22

Last Quarter, July 29
Apogee, July 6

Perigee, July 21

OPEN EVERYDAY • SERVING DINNER from 5PM
Check out our Fabulous New Bar!

Happy Hour Mon-Fri from 4 to 6:30PM

STEAK & SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT and BAR

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

SEE YOU
THERE!

**3D Pacific Rim  PG13  1:40, 7:20
**2D Pacific Rim  PG13  10:50, 4:30, 10:10
**Grown Ups 2  PG13  11:10, 1:50, 4:20, 7:50, 10:15
**The Lone Ranger  PG13  11:40, 3:30, 6:50, 9:55
The Heat  R  11:30, 2:10, 5:00, 7:40, 10:20
Monsters University  PG  11:00, 1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 9:20
World War Z  PG13  11:50, 2:20, 4:50, 7:30
Man of Steel,  PG13 10:00
**Despicable Me 2  PG  1:10, 6:40
**3D Despicable Me 2 PG  1:10, 6:40
**Despicable Me 2  PG  10:40, 4:00
White House Down  PG13  9:40

JULY 12th THRU JULY 16th

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

HARBOR 5 THEATRE
** Advance Tickets Available at

www.franktheatres.com
271 96th Street • Stone Harbor, NJ 08247  

24 Hour Movie Times 609-368-7731 

Monsters University  G  [2:00] 4:05
The Lone Ranger  PG13  6:20, 9:10
The Heat  R [2:05] 4:20, 6:50, 9:15
Red 2  PG13  Thurs. 7/18 only 7:00pm
Pacific Rim  PG13 [1:45] 4:10, 6:45, 9:20
Grown Ups 2  PG13  [2:10] 4:30,6:55, 9:25
Despicable Me 2  G  [1:55]  4:00, 7:00, 9:00

** No Passes        [ ] Rainy Days Only 

** No Passes
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Above, the Flicka and the Dyrsten are two often-seen commercial fishing boats, docked near Lund’s Fisheries. 
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people know the fisheries are 
well managed,” he said. 

DiDomenico said it’s cru-
cial the commercial fishing 
industry flourish in years to 
come so jobs remain avail-
able for future generations of 

fishermen. In 2009 (the last 
year the data was available), 
there were 2,500 fishermen 
in New Jersey’s commercial 
fleet while the state’s seafood 
processors and wholesalers 
employed 1,500 people. 

“In Cape May County, com-
mercial fishing is one of the 

few businesses that offers 
full-time employment year 
round,” he said. “It’s anin-
dustry that has been in Cape 
May for a very long time and 
has become a tradition among 
many families. There’s fami-
lies that have been a part of it 
for generations.”

Fishing
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cation would have to agree 
to any changes made to the 
funding formula. 

He said (perhaps referring 
to the concerns expressed 
by Beck) in the roughly two 
years he has been working 
to alter the formula, he has 
never been contacted by a 
board of education member 
or Lower Township official, 
nor have they attended any of 
Cape May’s meetings on the 
topic. He said the city would 

rather not go to court, but 
he doesn’t feel city taxpayers 
should continue to pay $6.6 
million annually to send 64 
students to the district. 

“The courts are seeing what 
made sense in the 1970s does 
not make sense this year,” he 
said. “I think in the future, 
common sense will prevail.”

Harry Sundstrom Jr., the 
Cape May representative on 
the regional board of edu-
cation, said he reviewed the 
feasibility study the night 
prior to the July 2 meeting. 

Sundstrom said he was con-
cerned with the number of 
times the study referred to 
sending Cape May students 
to another district, such as 
Middle Township. 

Deputy Mayor William 
Murray reiterated council’s 
preference to keep the stu-
dents at the Lower Cape May 
Regional School. 

“You’re preaching to the 
choir. No one is advocating 
the removal of children from 
Lower Cape May,” he told 
Sundstrom.

801 WASHINGTON STREET • 609-884-5697 • www.WashingtonInn.com

Washington Inn

THE WINE BAR 
Five for Friday

sliders
glasses of wine
appetizers specials

$5
5  G R E AT S P E C I A L S  F O R  $ 5  E A C H

Serving 
Dinner Daily

from 5pm

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

MOVING SALE: Beige
Queen Sofa bed-matching love
seat-almost new-great condition
$700. Full Serta Pedic Mattress
& Box Spring w/frame-perfect
for vacation home, rentals &
apts. $400.  484-318-1552
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sion of the solar electric fields 
was addressed at the meeting. 
Currently fields are located 
on the Lower Cape Regional 
High School property and the 

LTMUA headquarters prop-
erty.

“Are we going to talk to 
the township or school?” said 
Johnson.

“I estimate that we could use 
an additional 175 Kilowatts 
here. I have been told that 
if we apply for less than 250 
kilowatts we will probably be 
successful,” Ecker said. “It is 
just an add on.”

Water

SHOP SMALL, SPEND LOCAL, 
EAT LOCAL, ENJOY LOCAL. 

Support the local businesses that 
support the community.

HAVE SOMETHING 
ON YOUR MIND”

PUT IT IN A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR OF

THE CAPE MAY 
STAR AND WAVE
Fax letters to: 609-

884-2893
Email to: cmstar-

wave@comcast.net
Include your name, 
address, daytime 

phone.

CALL 898-RIDE
(898-7433)

•safe and reliable
• All local communities
•clean, comfortable

•airports 
•local and distance
•child safety seats

AART’s 
Cape May Taxi
www.capemaytaxi.com

We’re on your side

 


