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attending the district, pays 
less than $8,000 per student. 

“You’re sending just over 
five percent of the students 
and paying 35 percent of the 
cost. Is that fair? I think the 
answer is obvious,” Gagliardi 
said to council. 

At a past council meeting, 
he said Cape May was unlike-
ly to see state legislators help 
change the funding formula. 
The formula was altered in 
the 1970s to be based primar-
ily on property value, lead-
ing to a much higher cost 
per pupil in Cape May and 
West Cape May. Gagliardi, 
an attorney with the Porzio, 
Bromberg and Newman law 
firm, is experienced in chang-
ing regional school funding 
formulas and was hired by 
the city in late 2012. 

In December 2003, the 
regional school board voted 
down a motion for a referen-
dum from Cape May to the 
change the funding formula 
to one based upon 60 per-
cent from property value and 
40 percent on the number of 
students sent to the district. 
Gagliardi said another voter 
referendum in recent months 
aimed at changing the for-
mula was put in front of the 
Lower Cape May Regional 
Board of Education but was 
not seconded. Wichterman 
said Lower Township’s larg-
er voter population would 

have easily outweighed Cape 
May’s effort to change the 
formula anyway. Gagliardi 
said the city should try for a 
court proceeding and ask the 
Commissioner of Education 
to establish a new funding 
formula. By doing so, the city 
would exhaust all administra-
tive remedies. 

Dr. Virgil Johnson, a veter-
an educator of South Jersey, 
spoke about the educational 
component in the 94-page 
feasibility study and said 
four alternative configura-

tions were explored involv-
ing the dissolution of Lower 
Cape May Regional and Cape 
May withdrawing from the 
district. 

The first option in the study 
states the city of Cape May 
could withdraw from Lower 
Cape May Regional and enter 
into a sending-receiving rela-
tionship with the district for 
students in grades 7-12. This 
is a similar agreement to the 
one Cape May Point has with 
the regional school district. 

The second option also sug-

gests the city withdraw from 
Lower Cape May Regional 
but enter into an sending-
receiving relationship with 
another school district, such 
as Middle Township. Johnson 
said Middle Township and 
Lower Cape May Regional 
both have exemplary edu-
cational curriculum, similar 
extracurricular programs 
and are similar in size and 
demographics. Johnson and 
the rest of the team agreed 
sending the students to a dif-
ferent school should be the 
least desired option. 

The team drafted a resolu-
tion for council to consider 
for the next meeting, which 
petitions the county superin-
tendent to review the idea of 
Cape May withdrawing from 
the district and beginning a 
send-receive agreement. 

In the third option, the dis-
solution of Lower Cape May 
Regional would result, by 
operation law, in the expan-
sion of Lower Township 
into a K-12 school district. 
In this scenario, West Cape 
May and Cape May City could 
enter into a sending-receiv-
ing relationship with Lower 
Township for the education of 
their students in grades 7-12, 
such that their students would 
continue to be educated in the 
same schools in which they 
are currently enrolled. 

The final option also involves 
the dissolution of Lower Cape 
May Regional and the expan-

sion of Lower Township into 
a K-12 district. However, this 
option implies Cape May and 
West Cape May enter into a 
sending-receiving agreement 
with another school, such as 
Middle Township. 

James Kirtland, a retired 
CPA who spent 18 years as 
a board of education mem-
ber, explained the financial 
impact of each of the four 
scenarios. He said the figures 
were based on “2012 dollars” 
as he could not predict the 
future tax levy or state aid 
figures. 

He said from the city’s per-
spective, withdrawal from or 
dissolution of the Lower Cape 
May Regional School District 
could save taxpayers as much 
as $5 million annually. This 
would amount to an annual 
savings of around $900 yearly 
based on a residence assessed 
at $500,000. Kirtland said 
additional money could be 
saved by sending students to 
Middle Township but the dif-
ferences between options are 
minor in relation to the over-
all impact and recommended 
the city not send it children to 
another school. 

According to the study, the 
city’s withdrawal from Lower 
Cape May Regional and send-
ing students to the district on 
a send-receive basis would 
result in a proportional nega-
tive financial impact on each 
of the other two constitu-
ent communities of Lower 

Township and West Cape 
May. Kirtland said Lower 
Township would be impacted 
the most, picking up 87 per-
cent of the savings enjoyed 
by Cape May in the event of a 
withdrawal. 

A sending-receiving rela-
tionship with another district 
in the event of a withdrawal 
would put an additional cost 
of approximately $450,000 on 
Lower Township and $50,000 
on West Cape May. 

Under the dissolution sce-
nario where all three munic-
ipalities continue to send 
students grades 7-12 to the 
schools they already attend, 
West Cape May would save 
approximately 40 percent 
($925,000) while Lower 
Township’s tax levy would 
go up by approximately 
$5,550,000 annually. Should 
the Cape May and West Cape 
May send their students else-
where, Lower Township’s 
additional costs increase 
around $750,000. 

Gagliardi said alleviating 
Cape May’s funding formu-
la problem would not occur 
overnight as there are several 
options to consider and a long 
legal process to go through. 

Council will vote upon the 
resolution petitioning the 
executive county superin-
tendent to examine the city’s 
withdraw from the district 
at the July 2 regular council 
meeting at 1 p.m.
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Coldest Beer 
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews

Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty

Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois

Featuring All Natural
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PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
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THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM

Lucky 13

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo, 

Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits

WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta 
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs

THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter 

Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw
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             High            Low
        A.M.  P.M.  A.M.  P.M. 
26  11:09  11:27   4:49    4:58
27             12:05   5:41    5:56
28  12:21   1:03    6:33    6:56
29    1:17   2:02    7:27    7:59
30    2:15   3:01    8:20    9:02
  1    3:14   3:59    9:14  10:05
  2    4:13   4:53  10:06  11:03
  3    5:09   5:43  10:56  11:57

Moon Phases
Last Quarter, June 30

New Moon, July 8
First Quarter, July 15

Full Moon, July 22
Last Quarter, July 29

Apogee, July 6
Perigee, July 21
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U.S. COAST GUARD 
NOTICES TO 

MARINERS ARE 
BROADCAST ON 

VFH CHANNEL 22A.

**White House Down  PG13  10:50, 1:40, 4:40, 7:35, 10:25
**The Heat  R  11:30, 2:10,  5:00, 7:40, 10:15
**2D Monsters University  PG  1:20, 6:50
**3D Monsters University  PG  11:00, 4:10, 9:20
**2D World War Z  PG13  11:10, 4:50, 9:50
**3D World War  PG13 2:20, 7:20
Man Of Steel  PG13  10:30, 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30
**3D Despicable Me 2  PG  1:10, 6:40
**2D Despicable Me 2  PG  11:20, 2:00, 4:40, 7:10, 9:30
**The Lone Ranger  PG13  12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:10

JULY 3rd & JULY 4th

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

** No Passes
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Committee member and 
Cape May Planning Board 
Engineer Craig Hurless said 
the zoning analysis says Cape 
May’s commercially zoned 

businesses and commercial 
districts do contain and per-
mit uses that may be con-
sidered appropriate with this 
concept.

Shared parking is a concept 
that may be applied when 

land uses have different park-
ing demand patterns and are 
able to use the same park-
ing spaces/areas throughout 
the day. The method is most 
effective when these land 
uses have significantly differ-
ent peak parking characteris-
tics that vary by time of day, 
day of the week and/or season 
of the year. 

Hurless said Ventnor had 
only one ordinance related to 
shared parking. He said the 
city official he spoke to indi-
cated that no one had utilized 
the code to avoid obtaining 
a variance. Hurless said the 
number of hotels and motels 
in Ventnor were not as abun-
dant as in Cape May, how-
ever the two municipalities 
are similar in that the com-
mercial zones were opposite 
the residential district and 

have peak seasonal visitation. 
Richard Higbee contacted 

Ventnor’s neighboring com-
munity, Margate, which he 
said had a shared parking 
ordinance that seemed “infor-
mal.” 

“If you ask them if there’s 
a parking problem, their 
answer is yes,” he said. 

Higbee said beachgoers in 
Margate typically park in 
residential areas and walk 
several blocks to the beach-
front, as these areas don’t 
have parking meters. He said 
judging by the reports he has 
read, the shared parking con-
cept is very situational and 
every municipality should be 
looked at differently. 

Mayor Ed Mahaney, who 
is also a committee mem-
ber, said Margate has wider 
streets and lots, as well as 
nicer streetscape than Cape 
May and Ventnor, so the abil-

ity to have shared parking 
is greater. He said Margate 
does not have hotels and 
motels like Ventnor because 
the socioeconomic status is 
higher. Hurless said Margate 
is primarily residential as 
well while Ventnor is more 
commercially developed.

“Margate consists mostly of 
just residents that live there, 
so they have very little visita-
tion and tourism,” Hurless 
said. 

Harley Schuler said he con-
tacted Haddonfield, which 
also has a shared parking 
ordinance. He said it seemed 
to be a trial and error process 
in order to make more suf-
ficient parking in the com-
mercial area. He said the 
municipality tries to create 
incentives and regulations for 
employees to park in other 
locations to make more spac-
es available for customers. 

Higbee said he has heard of 
institutions like colleges and 
hospitals that do the same 
and Cape May could also con-
sider it. Murray said it was 
a possibility because of the 
shuttle service the city offers.

Gus Andy said he is in favor 
of shared parking and the 
committee should focus more 
on Cape May and how shared 
parking would benefit the 
city rather than observing 
other communities. He said 
because of Cape May’s tour-
ism, growing from a popula-
tion of 4,000 in the offseason 
to nearly 50,000 in the sum-
mer, there is a lot of potential 
in such a concept. Murray 
said the committee is focused 
on Cape May, but wanted to 
obtain the background and 
experiences of other munici-
palities that have utilized the 
concept.  Murray said it seems 
as though most communities 
use parking variances rather 
than shared parking.

“It seems places that have 
shared parking ordinances 
aren’t using them anyway,” 
he said. “I think we need 
to discuss the pros and cons 
of both shared parking and 
parking variances.”

The committee agreed to 
discuss shared parking ver-
sus granted variances at the 
next meeting, as well as the 
enforcement of these parking 
models. The Shared Parking 
Advisory Committee meet-
ings are open to the public 
and held at City Hall. The 
next meeting will take place 
on July 12 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

  

Cain Chamberlin/Cape May Star and Wave
Above, Attorney Vito Gagliardi explains a feasibility study on school fund-
ing to Cape May City Council, June 18. 

CALL 898-RIDE
(898-7433)

•safe and reliable
• All local communities
•clean, comfortable

•airports 
•local and distance
•child safety seats

AART’s 
Cape May Taxi
www.capemaytaxi.com

We’re on your side

 

**White House Down  PG13  10:50, 1:40, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20
**The Heat  R  11:30, 2:10, 5:00, 7:40, 10:15
**2D Monsters University  PG  1:20, 6:50
**3D Monsters University  PG  10:40, 4:10, 9:20
**2DWorld War Z  PG13  11:20, 4:50,9:50
**3D World War Z  PG13  2:20, 7:20
2D Man of Steel  PG13  10:30, 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30
3D Man of Steel  PG13  12:00, 3:30,(6:40, 9:45 Fri-Mon)
**3D Despicable Me 2  PG  Premier Tues. Only 7:00, 9:15
This is the End  R  11:00, 2:00, 4:45 (7:15, 10:00 Fri-Mon)
**Despicable Me 2  PG Premier Tues Only 7:30, 9:45
Now You See Me  PG13  11:10, 1:50, 4:20, (7:10, 9:40 Fri-Mon)
**The Lone Ranger  PG13  Premier Tues Only 7:10, 10:20

JUNE 28th THRU JULY 2nd

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

HARBOR 5 THEATRE
** Advance Tickets Available at

www.franktheatres.com
271 96th Street • Stone Harbor, NJ 08247  

24 Hour Movie Times 609-368-7731 
White House Down  PG13  [1:35]  4:15, 6:50, 9:25
World War Z  PG13 [1:50]  4:25, 7:00, 9:20
The Lone Ranger  PG13 Tues Only 7:00
The Heat  PG13 [1:45] 4:40, 6:45,  9:10
Monsters University  G [1:40] 4:35, 6:55, 9:05
This Is The End  R 4:30, (9:30 Fri-Mon)
Man Of Steer  PG13 [1:30] 6:40
Despicable Me 2  G 7:05 Tues. Only

[ ] Rainy Days Only 

** No Passes

OPEN EVERYDAY • SERVING DINNER from 5PM
Check out our Fabulous New Bar!

Happy Hour Mon-Fri from 4 to 6:30PM

STEAK & SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT and BAR

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

SEE YOU
THERE!


