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tions in Cape May County,
US Congressman Frank
LoBiondo was able to secure
$5 million in federal funding
to design overpasses for the
exits 9, 10 and 11.

Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno and
NJDOT Commissioner Jim
Simpson represented Gov.
Chris Christie at the meet-
ing. Guadagno said the proj-
ect is not part of $700 billion
in roadwork in New Jersey,
stretching from Cape May
County to as far as Hoboken.
She said the Cape May County
project was originally esti-
mated to cost $125 million,
but has been pared down to
$110 million through fiscal
responsibility.

She said the groundbreak-
ing was the start of a process
of keeping a small promise to
the Meyer family.

“We have a unique under-
standing here of what is
important in life,” she said.
Guadagno said the adminis-
tration began talking about
the three traffic lights in
Cape May County, where as
there were no other lights on
the 172-mile long GSP. She
said they all came to the same
conclusion.

“It was a no-brainer to do
what is right,” she said. “I'm
happy to bring some sense to
Cape May County.”

Van Drew said the lights
were installed 60 years ago
with the promise they were
only temporary. He said
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after numerous accidents the
promise is finally being kept.

The NJDOT commissioner
said the matter had become a
priority for the governor.

“The governor said to
take care of this, this year,”
Simpson said.

Simpson said this is part
of a commitment to improve
roadway infrastructure in
Cape May and Atlantic coun-
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Above, breaking ground for the $110 million project that will eliminate three dangerous intersections from the
Garden State Parkway in Cape May County are Cape May County Freeholder Director Gerald Thornton, US
Congressman Frank LoBiondo, Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno, NJDOT Commissioner Jim Simpson, Turnpike Authority
Director Ronnie Hakim, Eric Meyer — Middle Township resident whose son died in an accident in 2004 at the
parkway and Stone Harbor Boulevard, and State Sen. Jeff Van Drew, who started advocating for the elimination
of the parkway traffic lights nearly a decade ago.

ties, to include widening the
Great Egg Harbor Bridge.
“We are spending billions
in this region alone, but it
couldn’t come at a bet-
ter time because of (super-
storm) Sandy,” Simpson said.
Simpson said the bridge proj-
ect would also include a bike
lane, so cyclists riding on
Route 9 could cross over the
Great Egg harbor Bridge and
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said the permits are generally
issued for five years, however
they still touched base with
the NJDEP before starting
the project.

The movement of sand on
local beaches is a constant
phenomenon. MacLeod said
a storm last week blew sand
onto Beach Avenue in about
five different locations. The
city had to use heavy equip-
ment to collect the sand off
the street and place it back on
the beach.

Responding to a ques-
tion about dune creation,
MacLeod said the city does
not generally construct
dunes. However, sometimes,

as part of beach replenish-
ment procedures, contractors

hired by the Army Corps of

Engineers and DEP will do
work that involves the dunes.

“But we haven’t done any-
thing recently that would
include significant sand
placement on dunes,” he said.

The placement of snow
fences on beaches can often
lead to dune creation. New
snow fencing at the Cove
Beach area, MacLeod said, is
an effort to keep sand off the
street and off private prop-
erty until the winter winds
wane.

“The goal at the Cove is
in relationship to windblown
sand. The idea is to get a
series of snow fence lines to

help control the windblown
sand and keep it out of street,”
he said.

MacLeod said the wind
tends to blow west to east
this time of year, and a lot
of sand collects in the street
at of Beach Avenue and in
the Cove Restaurant’s park-
ing lot. He said sometime
this week, as part of beach
replenishment program, the
contractor working with the
USACE and DEP would be
removing that sand and plac-
ing it back on the beach.

MacLeod said sometime in
March the snow fence would
be removed from the Cove
Beach.
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then get back on Route 9.
Coincidentally, Simpson
said he witnessed firsthand
the danger of the GSP traf-
fic lights. He said coming
to the county administra-
tion building that morning
the saw a dump truck blow
through a red light at Crest
Haven Boulevard doing S0 or
SS mph. Freeholder Director
Gerald Thornton said the

Skate

project would correct 60
years of bad engineering. He
thanked the congressman for
securing federal funding to
help pay for the project.

“This doesn’t make up for
the loss,” LoBiondo said. “It
was clear in the mid-90s the
traffic lights were a problem,
and were a recipe for disas-
ter.”

He said at that time the
state wouldn’t commit to
removing the traffic lights
without federal funding. He
said they had to meet a long
list of criteria before the proj-
ect was approved. LoBiondo
echoed previous comments
saying the governor backed
the project.

“The Christie administra-
tion said we get it, we’ll get it
done,” LoBiondo said.

The project will replace the
traffic signals at the three at-
grade intersections with full
interchanges. Bridges will be
built over Shell Bay Avenue,
Stone Harbor Boulevard and
Crest Haven Road. Ramps
will provide continued full
access between the parkway
and the local roads at all
three interchanges. Drivers
on the Garden State Parkway
will no longer have to stop to
let local traffic pass, and driv-
ers on the local roads will no
longer have to wait at a busy
intersection to get to the other
side of the parkway.

“Three people have died in
crashes at these traffic lights
just since the preliminary
design for this project began

in 2004,” Simpson said.

According to informa-
tion provided by the state,
the traffic lights have been
in place since before there
was a Garden State Parkway.
They were installed when the
former New Jersey Highway
Department built a bypass
around Cape May Courthouse
in the 1940s. They remained
after the bypass was incorpo-
rated into the Parkway when
the toll road opened in 1954.

The New Jersey Turnpike
Authority, which operates the
Parkway, awarded a construc-
tion contract to the Richard
E. Pierson Construction
Company of Pilesgrove in
December. Pierson was the
lowest of four bidders. The
total cost of the project is
$110 million, about $15 mil-
lion less than originally pro-
jected. The project is being
paid for with $32 million in
federal funding secured by
Congressman LoBiondo and
$78 million from the Turnpike
Authority’s 10-year -capital
program.

Construction is expected to
take about two years.

The first steps will be to
relocate utilities and to con-
struct a temporary diver-
sionary road parallel to the
northbound Parkway. The
diversionary road, which is
expected to be completed
in about three months, will
carry Parkway traffic while
the overpasses are being con-
structed.
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Chait said they are rent-
ing more traditional roller
skates than they are the in-
line skates, also called roller
blades. He said he can only
guess the reason why.

“A lot of blades kids have
their own roller blades,” he
said, “but we certainly have
seen more skate rentals.”

Roller blades also cost twice
as much to rent, $4 rather
than $2 for traditional roller
skates. Chait said the cost
was based on a comparison
of prices with other facilities.
He said the price differen-
tial existed when skating was
held in the old Convention
Hall. Chait said there are also
fewer roller blades available.

The Recreation Department
has also started a toddler
skating program on Friday
morning as a result of the
demand. Chait said parents
were finding it difficult to
teach their younger children
to skate on a crowded skating
rink.

“This gives them a chance
to teach to their small chil-
dren to skate with ample
room. We are also testing it
out to see if it needs a better
time slot,” Chait said.

He said the program is sim-
ilar to the Wee Play Time
the Recreation Department
runs on Thursdays, from 10
to 11:30 a.m.

Cape May Roller Skating at

Christopher South/Cape May Star and Wave
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Above, parents give their daughter a helping hand, teaching her how to
skate at the Cape May Convention Hall roller skating time.

Convention Hall

The schedule for roller skat-
ing for the month of February
is as follows:

Friday, Feb. 8, 4 to 6 p.m;
Saturday, Feb. 9, 1 to 3 p.m.
and 4 to 6 p.m.; Sunday, Feb.
10, 1-3 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 15, 4 to 6 p.m;
Monday, Feb. 18, 1 to 3 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 22, 4 to 6 p.m.;
Saturday, Feb. 23,1 to 3 p.m,;
Sunday, Feb. 24,1 to 3 p.m.

CHECK FOR EXTRA PHOTOS ON FACEBOOK
AT CAPEMAYSTARWAVENEWSPAPER

additional mailing offices.

Cape May StaraWame

(ISSN 519-020), Volume 159 Number 6. Published weekly by Sam-
ple Media, Inc., 112 E. 8th St.,, Ocean City, N.J. 08226. Subscription
price in Cape May County $22; East of the Mississippi $25; West of
the Mississippi $29. Periodicals Postage at Pleasantville, N.J. and

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to the Cape May
Star and Wave, 600 Park Ave., #28, West Cape May, N.J. 08204.
159 Years Old
1854-2012

Toddler Skate Friday, 9 to
11 a.m., on Feb. 8, 15 and 22.

Skating admission $5. Non-
skating admission $2. Skate
rental $2. Blade rental $4. All
children under 12 must be
accompanied by an adult. For
private and birthday party
information call (609) 884-
9526. www.capemayrecre-
ation.org.

TIDES

February 2013
Eastern Standard Time

High Low

AM. PM. AM. P.M.
6 4:08 4:35 10:21 10:25
7 S5:10 S:37 11:21 11:25
8 6:06 6:33 12:15
9 6:58 7:24 12:22 1:0S
10 7:46 8:12 1:14 1:52
11 8:32 8:58 2:05 2:37
12 9:17 9:43 2:53 3:21
13 10:01 10:27 3:41 4:03

Moon Phases
Last Quarter, Feb. 3
New Moon, Feb. 10

First Quarter, Feb. 17
Full Mooon, Feb. 25
Perigee, Feb. 7
Apogee, Feb. 19

RUM RUNNEDRS BALL

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2013

at
Congress Hall, Cape May
6 PMto 9 PM

Hors d’oeuvres Dinner Dancing

1920’s attire encouraged but not required

Tickets $75

Reservations @ 609-465-3535 or cmcmuseum.org

To benefit the Cape May County Historical
&Genealogical Society




