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 they could do the reassess-
ment in 2015 for the 2016 tax 
books.

Point’s debt could 

disappear in two years

vanHeeswyk said if the bor-
ough does not borrow any 
money, it could be debt-free 
in a couple of years.

“In a few years, if we don’t 
add debt we will have it paid 
off,” she said. 

According to vanHeeswyk, 
the borough anticipates pay-
ing the last $216,200 owed 
on the fire truck in 2014. She 
said over the next two years 
the borough should be pay-
ing off surveillance equip-
ment, a beach vehicle, the 
Public Works pole barn, some 
Public Works equipment, 
road improvements, portable 
radios for lifeguards and the 
last of the beach nourishment 
contract. 

She said as the local budget 
looks now, the local purpose 
tax would not be going up in 
2014, and the borough would 
have a surplus of $400,000.

Point

41st  Annual Winter/Spring

Antique Show
Mauricetown Fire Hall

Refreshments & Seafood

40 SELECTED DEALERS

9544 Noble Street located in “Historical” Mauricetown, NJ 08329
8 miles south of Millville New Jersey *Off Route 47

Saturday, March 1st, 2014     10 am to 5 pm
Sunday, March 2nd, 2014     11 am to 4 pm

Admission $5.00 
($4.50 with this ad) 
Children 12 and Under Free

For Information Call 
Carl von Rhine 
856-785-1026

All proceeds go to the Mauricetown Fire Co. 
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LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

Coldest Beer 
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews

Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty

Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois

Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN

PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
BeST GLUTeN FRee 

MeNU AT THe SHORe

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM

Lucky 13

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo, 

Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits

WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta 
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs

THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter 

Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw
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said.
Mayor Mike Beck said he 

didn’t realize how easy his 
life was two years ago before 
having to deal with FEMA 
and the school funding issue. 

“But we are not going to 
lose this,” Beck said. 

During the Feb. 18 Cape 
May City Council meeting, Jo 
Tolley of West Perry Street 
said she believed the city 
should not pursue its effort 
to change the school funding 
formula.

She said Cape May County 
is one of the poorest counties 
in the state and the best way 
out of poverty is through a 
quality education.

“Cape May city can’t 
exist as an island. We’re a 
part of this whole bigger 
community,” Tolley said. 
“We’re totally dependent on 
each other and to pull out of 
this education when we’re the 
richer community and over 60 
percent of our residents are 

second family homeowners... 
We’re not a poverty city.”

Tolley said she felt the city’s 
fight was putting needless 
pressure on the school and its 
students.

Bernard Haas of Illinois 
Avenue said he also disagreed 
with Cape May trying to alter 
the formula.  

“I just think it’s so wrong, 
and if it’s all about money, 
there’s more to living here 
than money,” he said. “If 
we’re a richer community we 
really need to pay our fair 
share.”

Deputy Mayor Jack 
Wichterman, who has been 
spearheading the fight to 
change the formula, said he 
didn’t believe paying $6.3 
million annually or one-third 
of the school district’s costs, 
isn’t what he considers to be a 
“fair share,” especially when 
having just one member on 
the school board representing 
the city. 

“We think that’s nonsense,” 
Wichterman said on the 

behalf of council. “If we’re 
going to pay a third of the 
cost, we should at least have 
a third of the members on the 
board.”

He said changing the 
formula is not going to harm 
the school or the quality 
of education the students 
receive. 

“We are not trying to hinder 
the school system one bit. 
This is simply a process that 
we have to go through before 
we finally end up in court,” 
he rebutted. “Hopefully we’re 
going to have some people 
in court with more common 
sense than what we’re trying 
to deal with now.”

Wichterman said because of 
the current funding formula, 
Lower Township has been 
paying much less than Cape 
May. At the same time the 
township is sending the 
majority of the students to 
the school district, and has 
a stronghold on the school 
board. 

“For years they’ve been 

getting a free ride, and we’re 
putting up with it. And I’m 
not going to put up with it. As 
long as I’m going to be on this 
(council), I’m going to fight to 
get it changed,” Wichterman 
said. 

Councilmember Deanna 
Fiocca weighed in on the 
matter and said the school 
district will not receive less 
money, but altering the 
formula will only change 
where the money comes from. 
She said the students and 
school district will not suffer 
because of it. 

“It’s just that Cape May city 
is not going to be paying the 
brunt of it,” she said. “All 
of the elected officials that 
are sitting here, we have a 
fiduciary responsibility to the 
people who elected us. They 
are the people who we are 
supposed to have in our best 
interests, not the people in 
Lower Township.” 

Cain Chamberlin/Cape May Star and Wave

Officer Derrik Murphy sworn
Police Officer Derrik Murphy was administered the Oath of 

Office by City Clerk Louise Cummiskey at the start of the regular 
city council meeting Feb. 18. His wife, Regina, is seen, at right, 
holding the Holy Bible for Murphy’s oath. According to Mayor Ed 
Mahaney, Murphy joined the Cape May Police Department seven 
years ago as a special law enforcement officer. The mayor said 
Murphy has had three other job opportunities over the last three 
years and he has turned them down, with no guarantee the city 
would be able to hire him full time.

“I appreciate that kind of loyalty and I think the other men and 
women in the police department do too,” Mahaney said. 

Mahaney said Murphy, while working a part time security job 
recently in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., helped rescue a man from a 
burning building. A number of Murphy’s fellow officers and first 
responders were in the audience at the meeting to witness the 
event. Capt. Rob Sheehan said Murphy needs to complete his train-
ing at the academy, but will be on patrol duty in no time.

Food
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ness start from. We look at 
this as a great opportunity to 
bring what we do back home 
to highlight.”

The fare at the festival 
will be prepared under the 
instruction of Chef Instructor 
Ruth Lattore of the Atlantic 
Cape Community College 
(ACCC) Culinary Arts 
Program and Rusty Nail’s 
Executive Chef Jim Burton. 
Lattore gave those in atten-
dance at the press conference 
a sneak peek at some of the 
cuisine that will be offered at 
the festival by whipping up 
seafood hors d’oeuvres. There 
will also be professional cook-
ing demonstrations at the fes-
tival featuring celebrity chef 
Mike Colameco and students 
from ACCC who will hold 
culinary workshops.

Eight food stations will have 
different cuisine available. 
Stations include a (fish) taco 
station, soup station, broiled 
and fried flounder and shell 
fish platters, a seafood salad 

station, a raw bar, a station 
devoted to underutilized spe-
cies and a kid’s station with 
hot dogs, chicken tenders and 
fries for those who aren’t big 
on seafood, but just there to 
have a good time. 

The city’s nonprofit co-
sponsor, Cape May Forum, 
will organize the educational 
components of the festival 
with exhibits and presenta-
tions on topics like fisher-
ies, ecotourism, aquaculture, 
nutritional benefits of sea-
food, water safety and sto-
ries from crewmembers and 
captains. Mahaney said there 
will also be fishermen skills 
competitions, which involve 
making fishing nets, shucking 
oysters and clams, and tying 
traditional fishing knots. 

Cape May Forum could 
potentially see some pro-
ceeds from the event, accord-
ing to Mahaney, while the 
city will do its best to break 
even on cost. The mayor said 
he believes this event will be 
successful however and is the 
perfect way to “kick off the 

summer’s high peak mark” at 
the end of June. 

Mark Allen of South Jersey 
Marina, an organizer of the 
popular Harbor Fest, which 
is being held two weeks prior 
to the first Cape May Seafood 
Festival, said the city and 
Cape May Forum should uti-
lize people who have been 
involved in making such large 
Cape May events successful 
to ensure this new event is 
just as prosperous. 

“They should really learn 
from what we’ve done with 
Harbor Fest. We’ve done a 
lot of the same things they’re 
doing like cooking demon-
strations, exhibits, presenta-
tions, all that stuff,” Allen 
said. “They could really pick 
up on what we’ve done and 
use it to better this event.”

As for parking for the sea-
food festival, the city is offer-
ing free trolley service from 
remote parking lots, such as 
the Cape May Elementary 
School. The event will be held 
Saturday, June 28 from 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m., with a rain date 

of Sunday, June 29. Raw and 
cooked seafood will be avail-
able for purchase in the tent-
ed area from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Live music will be featured at 
the festival, including a 7 p.m. 
free beach concert with the 
“Beach Bumz.”

There is no admission 
charge, but there will be sea-
food sold as well as local-
ly brewed beer and wine. 
Mahaney said there will not 
be other vendors as they could 
take away from the primary 
focus on the fishing industry.

The companies contribut-
ing to the inaugural Cape 
May Seafood Festival include 
Atlantic Capes Fisheries, Inc., 
Cold Spring Fish and Supply 
(The Lobster House), Lund’s 
Fisheries, Inc., Lamonica 
Fine Foods (Cape May Foods), 
Dock Street Seafood, Bumble 
Bee, Surfside Foods and Cape 
May Salt Oysters. 

For more information, visit 
www.capemayseafoodfesti-
val.com. 

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY – Cape May 
City Council voted to intro-
duce the $16.6 million 2014 
Cape May budget, along with 
adopting a resolution permit-

ting a 3.5 percent spending 
cap, and establishing a cap 
bank.

According to Municipal 
Auditor Leon Costello, the 
Cost of Living Adjustment 
(COLA) cap is one-half per-
cent for 2014, limiting growth 

in total appropriations to 2.5 
percent. By statute, munici-
palities are allowed increase 
expenditures to 3.5 percent if 
they pass a resolution. 

City Manager Bruce 
MacLeod recommended the 
resolution be passed dur-
ing his budget proposal in 
January saying, “the city 
should create the caps (sic) 
bank just in case the budget 

rules change in the future, 
or there is a specific need to 
exceed the calculated cap.”

This increase in the cap 
allows spending under the 
COLA cap to be $12,318,056. 
Costello said after expendi-
tures, he expects a remaining 
amount of $205,300.

If adopted on March 18, the 
budget of $16,635,198 would 
reflect a local purpose tax 
rate of 32.9 cents, which 
would mean $329 for a home 
assessed at $100,000. This is 
a nearly 2 cent increase from 
2013 when the tax rate was 
31 cents or $310 for a home 
assessed at $100,000. 

Please see Rate, page A7

CM budget includes 1.9-cent tax rate increase 

**Son of God  PG13 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30
**Non-Stop  PG13 11:40, 2:20, 4:45, 7:20, 9:50
**3 Days to Kill  PG13  11:45, 2:25, 5:00, 7:30, 9:55
**2D The Lego Movie  PG 11:30, 1:50, 4:20, 6:40, 9:10

3D The Lego Movie  PG 12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 715
Winter's Tale  PG13 9:40

**2D Pompeii  PG13 11:50, 4:55, (10:00 Fri-Wed)
**3D Pompeii  PG13  2:35, (7:40 Fri-Wed)
**300 Rise of and Empire  R  Thurs Premier  9:00pm

Robocop  PG13  11:35, 4:30, (9:35 Fri-Wed)
About Last Night  R  2:10, (7:00 Fri-Wed)
Monuments Men  PG13 11:25, 2:00, 4:35, 7:10, 9:45

FEBRUARY 28th THRU MARCH 6th

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

** No Passes • $6 Tuesdays, all shows all day

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

OPEN Wednesday – Saturday
BAR MENU 

Wednesday thru Saturday

DINNER SERVED
Friday & Saturday from 5pm

At the Carroll Villa Hotel • 19 Jackson Street, Cape May NJ
609-884-5970 • madbatter.com • carrollvilla.com

NOW OPEN!
DINNER  Wednesday through Sunday from 5pm • Monday & Tuesday 3 – 8pm

BREAKFAST & LUNCH Friday, Saturday & Sunday 8am – 3pm
BREAKFAST Monday through Thursday 8:30am – 11:30am

Gluten-free menus available for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Vegan and vegetarian fare

HAPPY HOUR 3 – 6pm Everyday

LIVE MUSIC WEDNESDAY – SUNDAY NIGHTS
Wednesday, Feb. 26 - Geno White • Thursday, Feb. 27 - Andrew Reeves

Friday, Feb. 28 – Barry Tischler • Saturday, March 1 – “The Squares”
Sunday, March 2 - Open Mic with MQ Murphy

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWNSHIP – 
Municipal Auditor Leon 
Costello said the township tax 
rate will increase by 6.2 cents 
per $100 of assessed value, 
but the net increase in taxes 
will be zero. 

Costello said there would 
be no tax increase in the 2014 
municipal budget introduced 
by Lower Township Council, 
Monday. Township Manager 
Mike Voll had announced 
there would be no tax rate 
increase at the last township 
council meeting. 

Council voted 5-0 to 
introduce a $25.7 million 
budget for 2014, which will 
have a local tax rate of 53.5 
cents per $100 of assessed 
value.

Costello said the tax rate is 
going up because property 
values went down after the 
recent reassessment. He said 
the township needs to raise 
the same amount of money 
as in 2013, but property 
values are lower, so the tax 
rate must increase for the 
township to collect the same 
amount of revenue. 

According to Costello, Chief 
Financial Officer Lauren 
Reed and her team have been 
working on the budget for the 

past three months. He said 
last Monday’s introduction 
was actually the start of 
the official budget adoption 
process. The township is 
scheduled to have a public 
hearing on the budget on 
April 21. On Monday he said 
council had the ability to pass 
the budget on introduction, 
change it, or take more 
time to consider the budget. 
Council passed the budget 
without immediate comment.

Councilman Thomas 
Conrad later asked whether a 
zero tax rate increase would 
affect the township in the 
future. 

“We’re under the cap, that’s 
great, but what are we going 
to do? If we raise taxes next 
year it could be the straw 
that broke the camel’s back,” 
he said. 

“There is a danger of a zero 
budget too often,” Conrad 
said. “Sometimes you have to 
do it because of the economy. 
My problem is starting with 
a zero your constituents 
expect council to cut taxes 
to do something else. If you 
(continually) cut you are 
harming yourself in the 
future due to the 2 percent 
cap.”

Conrad said the township

Please see Zero, page A7

Township budget: 
6.2 x 100 = zero


