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spiraling out of control.
“I perfected how to live a
lie. My drug use went from
experimental to self medicating,” she said. “I do believe I
am the face of addiction.”
Victoria said the biggest
barrier she faced in getting treatment was herself,
but when she was entered
into Cape May County Drug
Court, she received the help
she needed. Coincidentally,
one of her former counselors
whom she had not seen in
years, Jim Mahoney, was in
the audience. Mahoney, who
is also a recovering alcoholic and addict, has worked in
the addiction field in north
Jersey for many years. He
said recovering addicts, especially between the ages of 18
and 28, need life skills training and some sort of vocational recovery program as
part of their treatment. He
said they need to learn how
to become productive members of society following their
rehab.
“Most of these people just
sat around playing video
games, watching TV and
doing drugs,” he said. “They
need that kind of help finding
a job.”
Mahoney said every county
in the state is eligible for
Chapter 51 funding, which is
state funding for substance
abuse prevention, education
and treatment. Given Cape
May County doesn’t have a
treatment or rehabilitation
center and few drug awareness programs, the county
could use this funding to create assistance for addicts.
Edward Shim, the Cape
May County Drug Court
Prosecutor, said he would
like to see legislation that
would allow those who complete the drug court program
to have their drug related
criminal charges expunged
from their record so it doesn’t

follow them around in the
job market. Shim said when
he was a pharmacist he had
close friends with a son who
became addicted to oxycodone. He said it’s very common
for people to become addicted
to their prescribed drugs, but
couldn’t believe his friend’s
son had become a victim.
“There are two things we
absolutely know about the
drug problem in this county,”
he said. “The first is that we
have one and the second is
that we don’t yet have a solution.”
Mickey, a recovering addict,
said he became engaged with
a rehab program, but Cape
May County is in dire need of
improving its treatment and
awareness of drug addiction.
He suggested the county and
local communities establish
mentoring and prescription
drug awareness programs,
“Scared Straight” programs,
Alcoholic and Narcotics
Anonymous groups, humanized treatment, monthly community meetings like the
county forum and regional
rehab facilities. He also suggested fliers and other advertisements to inform the public
of these programs.
“It’s hard to find the information unless you know
someone who’s done it,”
Mickey said.
He said those who are incarcerated for drugs should also
receive treatment while in
prison to ensure they lead a
better life once released.
“You wouldn’t throw a
diabetic in jail and not give
them insulin, so why throw
an addict in jail and not give
them treatment?” he said.
Sue Anne Agger of the
Learning Recovery Center of
Wildwood said she has had
eight members die of drug
overdoses since she began
working there in countless
individuals end up in prison
for drug related crimes. She
said her children often ask

her why she works with people who could be dangerous.
Agger said that stigma is constantly associated with drug
addicts, but it is not necessarily true in most cases.
“These people are my
neighbors, they are members
of my community and they
just need help,” she said.
Agger brought with her a kit
from the Atlantic City Shared
Needle Exchange, a program
that allows heroin addicts to
exchange used needles for
clean ones at city-run mobile
health clinics. She said this
program stemmed from a law
in the state to prevent the
spread of HIV, AIDS and hepatitis. She said instead of providing addicts the tools they
need to use drugs, the state
and local communities should
offer more treatment options
and educational programs.
“We need a detox center,
halfway houses and education
for children and the public
to prevent use of drugs,” she
said.
Laurie Johnson, Director
of Family Promise in Lower
Township, said people who
enter the program for assistance to their families while
homeless, are required to
take a drug test.
“I can count the number of
times I’ve given people the
admission voucher for the
drug test and you never see
them again,” she said.
Johnson said her own son
became an addict and she was
forced to take him to a detox
and rehab center in Florida.
“There’s no treatment for
people here,” she said.
Johnson also read a letter on
the behalf of her close friend
whose son has also been taken
to Florida for rehab and is
now nearly 70 days clean. She
said her friend knew her son
had been smoking marijuana,
but couldn’t believe when she
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Watching the Cove come and go

Part of the fun of being a year-round resident is watching the Cove change shape after storms. Here, the stone
jetty at the end of Beach Avenue, recently covered with sand, has been partially uncovered by the weather. The
pilings seen in the upper portion of the picture have at times been covered with sand – and at other times, six
feet of piling is exposed.
found out he was addicted to
heroin. Johnson said it’s time
for Cape May County to establish more treatment options
for addicts in the area.
Gabor said these types of
forums would continue in
the county’s effort to address
the growing drug problem.
She said the public will be
informed of future events, as
it has for the last two forums
at the County Administration
Building.
“This is a long-term, ongoing project,” she said. “We
really want to make a difference.”
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NEW!
BAR
S I G N AT U R E E X PA N D A B L E W I R E B A N G L E S

RESTAURANT and BAR
Happy Hour from 4 to 6:30PM
OPEN WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY BAR ONLY!
Comfort Food & Bar Menu
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Serving Full Menu in
Dining Room from 5PM
615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

E X PA N D Y O U R C O L L E C T I O N AT

“We have the Oldest Roots in the County”
Open Monday – Thursday 12-5pm • 11 wines to taste
Open 12-6pm on Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays
WINERY TOURS EVERYDAY AT 3:00PM
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flows going into West Cape
May
through
Canning
House Lane and out through
Wilbraham Park.
“Based on the data showed
from July 2012 thru June
2013, the Canning House
Lane
meter
recorded
1,518,340 gallons of water
when the flow rate was below
40 gpm and 4,476,570 gallons
of water when the flow rate
was between 40 and 100 gpm.
Accordingly, the Canning
House Lane meter that was
replaced would have recorded 5,994,910 gallons less than
the actual volume delivered,”
the Dixon report says.
The report also says the
Wilbraham Park meter would
have recorded 2,048,000 gallons of water when the flow
rate was below 40 gpm and
2,084,406 gallons when the
flow rate was between 40 and
100 gpm. Dixon said based on
that data, the Wilbraham Park
meter would have recorded
4,132,406 gallons less than
the actual volume delivered.
He said his firm found the
borough came out ahead by
nearly 1.9 million gallons.
Deputy Mayor William
Murray said he reviewed the
study and as a former lawyer
and engineer, he concluded
that Dixon’s methodology is
quite sound and has confidence in the report’s findings.
Immediately
following
the conference, Mayor Pam
Kaithern provided the media
with a statement from the
borough, which said West
Cape May is glad that after
almost three years Cape
May has finally responded to
Eden’s analysis of the water
loss dated January 2011.
West Cape May officials had

not yet had the opportunity
to review Dixon Associates’
report, but still gave a preliminary response.
“The fact is that once Cape
May’s meter in Wilbraham
Park was shut down, the water
‘loss’ stopped. Cape May’s
report fails to address this
fact, and provides no alternative explanation for where
their ‘missing’ water went,”
the statement says. “The
report’s results are speculation, not fact. Its conclusions
are a back-extrapolation
about events in 2005-2011,
based on data from 20122013, after Cape May’s defective meter was replaced.”
The statement also says following the borough’s attempt
to resolve the situation more
than a year ago and Cape
May’s refusal to do so, West
Cape May remains willing
to mediate through the state
mediation service.
“So, in the end we are left
with two conflicting accounts
that must be reconciled, and
a financial responsibility that
must be allocated,” the statement says. “The ratepayers
of West Cape May can be rest
assured, this administration
will continue to work diligently toward proper restitution
of funds.”
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IDEA...BUY
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THE CAPE MAY
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Washington Inn
Open Friday, Saturday
& Sunday
Serving Dinner from 5pm

Make your Reservations for Thanksgiving
Dinner from 1 ~ 7pm
Ask about our "THANKSGIVING to GO"
complete turkey dinners for 4 to 18 people

801 WASHINGTON STREET • 609-884-5697 • www.WashingtonInn.com

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

Coldest Beer
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews
Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty
Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois
Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN
PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu

BeST GLUTeN FRee
MeNU AT THe SHORe

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA
Lucky 13
$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM
SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo,
Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits
WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs
THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter
Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

