Cape May Point Beach Patrol Lt. Kristen Moorby said
the intention was to have
competitors using the USLA
standard 10’6” board in the
paddleboard event. However,
some teams showed up with
so-called “longboards,” measuring 12 feet or more. Moorby said the longer boards give
the competitor an advantage.
“They are faster because
they are more hydrodynamic.
They are actually narrower
and faster,” she said.
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Falling to Ruane: Guarding beaches falls to family with a history
dren.
Lexi Sullivan, 23, Tim
Haines, 19, Sam Haines, 16,
Brian Ruane, 18, and Sean
Ruane, 16, all graduated from
Cape May’s junior lifeguard
program and now serve on
the beach patrol. Tim and
Sam’s younger brother, Ryan,
11, is currently enrolled in
the junior lifeguard program
and plans to serve on the
beach patrol when he comes
of age.
Tim said nearly every
morning in the summer, the
Ruane clan can be seen riding
their bikes into Cape May and
out to the beachfront for their
morning beach workout and

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave
CAPE MAY – If ever caught
in a life-threatening situation on a Cape May beach,
rest assured because there
is likely a member of the
Ruane family to come to your
rescue.
Presently there are five
Ruane family members serving on the Cape May Beach
Patrol, a tradition that has
been in the family for more
than 40 years. Every summer,
Jack Ruane welcomes practically his entire family to his
home on Tranquility Drive,
including his six grandchil-
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roll call at headquarters. He
said there is no better job in
the world than one that allows
you to keep people safe and
work on your sun tan at the
same time. Lifeguarding has
always symbolized a strong
bond between him and the
rest of his family.
“We’re coworkers, roommates, best friends, cousins
– we’re stuck together, but
it’s cool,” he said. “It’s the
best job in the world – I mean,
you get to stay on the beach
all day.”
“I get to see my cousins
everyday, the job forces you
Please see Ruane, page A2
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