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Flood

            High           Low
        A.M.  P.M.  A.M.  P.M. 
14    7:37   8:01  12:59   1:50
15    8:28   8:54    1:50   2:44
16    9:21   9:50    2:43   3:38
17  10:16  10:50    3:39   4:35
18  11:14  11:53    4:38   5:33
19            12:15    5:42   6:32
20   1:00     1:18   6:49    7:31
21   2:06     2:21   7:56    8:29

Moon Phases
Last Quarter, Nov. 6
New Moon, Nov. 13

First Quarter, Nov. 20
Full Moon, Nov. 28
Apogee, Nov. 1,28
Perigee, Nov. 14

TIDES
NOVEMBER 2012

Eastern Standard Time

Special to the Cape May Star and Wave
Above, Lower Township Mayor Mike Beck, center, accepts a certificate 
of recognition from Freeholder Director Gerald Thornton, right, 
as Freeholder Susan Sheppard looks on. Below is the certificate 
honoring Beck for being chosen Citizen of the Year by The Lower 
Township Chamber of Commerce.
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ance policy application for 
review. He said FEMA had 
questions about the applica-
tion on two occasions and 
that continued through to 
September. MacLeod said 
they have been following 
progress closely.

“We have continually stayed 
in touch with our risk manage-
ment person to keep inquiring 
about progress being made 
with our application,” he said.

When Hendricks asked if 
pilings for Convention Hall 
were set too low, MacLeod 
said he was unaware of any 
problems with the pilings and 
did not know if that would 
lead to being denied flood 
insurance. MacLeod said 
it could, however, have an 
impact on the insurance pre-
mium. 

MacLeod said it was unfor-
tunate the city still hadn’t 

received an answer about 
the policy prior to Hurricane 
Sandy’s arrival. He said once 
coverage was obtained, there 
would be a 30-day period 
before it would take effect. 

“I guess in a sense, we’re 
self-insured, unfortunately, if 
something were to occur,” he 
said. 

MacLeod said at one point, 
FEMA told the city they 
did not receive an applica-
tion for Convention Hall. He 
said the application ended 
up on a desk “somewhere in 
Montana.”

Hendricks asked if it would 
have been wise to inform tax-
payers of the lack of insur-
ance on Convention Hall and 
also singled out Mayor Ed 
Mahaney during his com-
ments.

“I think this is unfortunate 
for you, Mr. Mayor, that peo-
ple genuinely believe this was 
being covered up until after 

the election,” Hendricks said.
Mahaney said he was 

unaware that there was no 
flood insurance for the facil-
ity until the storm arrived. 
Under the city’s form of gov-
ernment, an administrative 
duty such as this is handled 
by the city manager and not 
council.

Resident Kevin Soler, who 
was the owner of an insurance 
agency, asked what the eleva-
tion of Convention Hall was 
on the certificate. MacLeod 
said the building was at 15 
feet and two inches but there 
was also a sump pump at an 
elevation of eight to 10 feet. 

Soler said there was no 
excuse for the city not to have 
coverage considering the 
building was opened in May. 

“It’s absurd to have this 
kind of risk on the commu-
nity,” Soler said.

Patricia Hendricks asked 
MacLeod if the facility had 

a certificate of occupancy, 
which he said was a tempo-
rary certificate of occupancy 
(TCO). She said everyone 
on council should have been 
aware of the situation regard-
ing the lack of coverage on 
the new facility.

“Shame on you, shame on 
you for not knowing or you or 
you or you,” she said as she 
pointed at each member of 
council. “Sometimes you have 
to ask questions, sometimes 
you get questions where you 
don’t like the answers.”

She said if the city wanted 
residents to follow the regula-
tions and codes of Cape May, 
the city should have to follow 
them as well.

The city is holding a special 
meeting today at 1 p.m. in 
the City Hall auditorium to 
discuss Convention Hall flood 
insurance. 
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make the attempt. He said 
he was well aware Lower 
Township’s larger voter pop-
ulation would easily outweigh 
Cape May’s effort to change 
the formula. 

Gagliardi said if Cape May 
tried to withdraw from the 
regional school district, it 
would not need the coopera-
tion of other towns in the dis-
trict, namely Lower Township 
and West Cape May. If Cape 
May tried to dissolve the 
regional school district, it 
would require a majority of 
the municipalities and dis-
tricts to cooperate. 

He believed if the city with-

drew from the regional dis-
trict and sent students on a 
send-receive basis the taxpay-
ers would pay the actual per 
student cost, which is about 
$10,000 per year, per student, 
as opposed to $80,000. 

“You would be sending stu-
dents to the same building 
with the same teachers and 
classmates,” he said. 

Gagliardi said there was no 
state law mechanism to give 
the city that particular option. 
He said if the city takes every 
avenue and all the options 
fail, Cape May could still 
approach the Commissioner 
of Education and ask for 
relief as a result of a Supreme 
Court decision. He said the 
city would need to prove 

there is a disparity in funding 
and that there is some sort 
of constitutional impediment 
creating the problem. 

Councilman William 
Murray agreed with Gagliardi 
and said the chances of the 
state legislature changing the 
current funding formula were 
slim to none. Gagliardi said 
his firm and staff are the only 
law group in the state cur-
rently taking on these cases.

“If we can’t help you, you 
can’t be helped,” he said. 

West Cape May Mayor Pam 
Kaithern sat in on the Cape 
May City Council meeting on 
Nov. 7, but did not provide 
input. Kaithern said she felt is 
was the time to simply observe 
and listen to Gagliardi’s rec-

ommendations and council’s 
reaction. Gagliardi has said 
Cape May City and West Cape 
May should work together in 
order to be successful. 

At the Nov. 7 West Cape 
May Board of Commissioners 
meeting, Kaithern said 
Borough Solicitor Frank 
Corrado would contact 
Gagliardi and speak more 
in depth about the situation. 
Deputy Mayor Peter Burke 
said he felt West Cape May 
should carefully consider its 
options before getting too 
involved, as he did not want 
to “throw money at something 
that isn’t going anywhere.”
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believes was untrue. 
“But it’s over, we won, we 

turned the page. I’m quite 
confident that at the end of 
this trail people will say it 
was an important election and 
we helped this town,” he said. 
“Most people believe there 
are times I am wrong, but 
most people realize what I do 
is based on an honest belief it 
is right for the township.”

Beck said he was only sorry 
there was no candidates’ 
debate during this campaign. 
He said he thinks candidates 
should speak publicly before 

a crowded auditorium, TV 
camera, and microphones and 
answer questions. He said 
instead they had to survive 
what he called “a barrage of 
twisted ad mailers, telephone 
calls and push polls. 

“But we live to fight another 
day. It’s time to start getting 
people in there where we can 
work with all five (council) 
people,” he said. 

Norris Clark had to go to 
Washington D.C. on business 
the day after the election. He 
said it was a nerve-wracking 
experience waiting for the 
election results.  

“It was a long day. I stood 

in front of the Erma Fire Hall 
in the morning and in front of 
the Assembly of God in the 
afternoon,” he said. 

Clark said Frank Simonsen, 
father of mayoral candidate 
Erik Simonsen was there as 
well, and they got to know 
each other over the four hours 
they were there. 

Clark said his day started 
with voting and getting his 
parents to the polls. That 
was followed by 12 hours of 
standing outside the polls. He 
and Beck each said there was 
a strong presence of union 
members brought in to help 
with the campaign. 

Clark estimates the oppo-
sition spent a minimum 
of $100,000 to defeat the 
Independents, but he thinks it 
will be closer to $200,000. 

“I never believed they 
would be spending that hard,” 
Clark said.

Clark said the Republican 
campaign suggested the 

Independents would spend 
more in tax dollars. He said 
the last one suggested they 
would raise the gas tax. 

“They said I would take 
away meals on wheels and 
that I had been in three par-
ties in last 10 years, and that 
I would do anything to get 
elected,” he said.

Clark said the opposition 
tried to make the Fishing 
Creek School restoration proj-
ect seem like a boondoggle or 
a pet project for his campaign. 
Clark said the Fishing Creek 
School was always a public 
project, and the Friends of 
the Historic Fishing Creek 
School was formed to reduce 
the load on the township. 

“This issue was misrepre-
sented on at least three lev-
els. One, the mayor cannot 
earmark money for a project, 
two, the building belongs to 
the township, and three, the 
township is responsible for 
maintaining it, such as when 
they put the roof replace-
ment out to bid,” Clark said. 

“The school was the town-
ship’s responsibility before 
the mayor was in place.

He said Simonsen was part 
of the committee for the res-
toration project and Lare 
donated to the project.  

Clark described the pro-
posed fishing pier as “a con-
versation the mayor initiat-
ed.” He said it grew out of a 
state initiative aimed at pro-
viding beach access to citi-
zens. He said it paired up well 
with the Bayshore Heritage 
Byway, but during campaign 
season it was presented as 
a multimillion dollar boon-
doggle.

Clark said he realized from 
the campaign that a lot of 
people who didn’t know him 
made the race very close.

“I’m just happy to have 
the opportunity to serve the 
township I live in. I taught 
American Government at the 
community college and I’ve 
always been interested in 
government and wanted to be 
in it,” Clark said. 

Clark said as an Independent 
he would support any good 
idea regardless if it came 
from a Republican, Democrat 
or Independent. He said the 
party spirit goes astray when 
it says members can support 
its ideas only. 

In general, however, Clark 
said the team would follow 
Beck’s lead in continuing 
good fiscal policies and look-
ing at every opportunity to 
save money.

Clark also encourages the 
people who supported the 
Independents, and those who 
didn’t support them, to come 
to Township Hall, attend 
meetings, and hold them 
responsible for what they said 
they would do. 

“It’s the citizens’ responsi-
bility to come up with good 
ideas, discuss them with their 
neighbors, and then come to 
council and discuss them with 
us,” he said. “I would like to 
see more people get engaged 

with us in conversation we 
are going to have.”

Clark said he would work 
to promote economic devel-
opment in the township, try 
to keep taxes low, and pro-
vide jobs for young people. 
He the township needs to be 
promoted to the outside world 
to make sure it gets its share 
of the tourism dollar.

He said there needs to be 
a discussion on how bad the 
drug issue is, and he would 
like to see more volunteerism 
in education.

“I wish all the money spent 
by our opponents for the 
campaign was donated to 
Lower Township Elementary 
Schools for education. That 
would have shown love for 
the township,” Clark said. 

“The first thing that showed 
up were the union carpenters. 
I had a good feel for what was 
going on,” Neville said. 

He said he spent the rest 
of the day 15 feet from Walt 
Craig and didn’t speak to him. 
He said he stuck with his 
home base on the other side.

“I held my own in a couple 
districts, Neville said, “but 
the hometown of Town Bank/
Cape May Beach came in 
really, really strong for us.”

“I think the people knew 
me, and character counts. 
They knew what I was all 
about and responded well. 
They know I’m here for the 
community and have their 
best interests at heart, I plan 
on doing a good job for Ward 
2 and Lower Township,” he 
said.

Neville said the money 
spent by the opposition didn’t 
replace the work they did con-
necting with the constituents. 
He said it also didn’t help that 
he had his wife campaigning 
next to him. 

Neville said on Wednesday, 
the first thing he did was 
go out and pick up all his 
campaign signs so they didn’t 
end up blown around by the 
wind. He said all his signs 
were on supporters’ lawns 
and he made sure they all 
disappeared the day after the 
election.

He said the next day he went 
to town hall to start work-
ing on the Rosanne Avenue 
drainage problem.

Please see Three, page A3
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CALL 898-RIDE
(898-7433)

• safe and reliable
• All local communities
•clean, comfortable

•airports 
•local and distance
•child safety seats

AART’s 
Cape May Taxi
www.capemaytaxi.com

We’re on your side

 

Serving Dinner from 5 pm
Friday & Saturday

Martini Menu•Fresh Seafood•Tasty Steaks

STEAK & SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT and BAR

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

FIBER ARTS YARN SHOP
315 Ocean Street • Cape May, NJ
609-898-8080 • www.Yarnsrus.Net

Register for Weekend Knitting Retreat
November 30 - December 2nd

Friday Fashion Show, Saturday Workshops,
www.yarnsrus.net for more details

Stocked floor to ceiling with Novelty,
Organic, Wools & Blended Yarns.

All your Knitting Needs + Free Instruction

Knitting Groups Sun & Mon. @ 1pm
Knitting Doctor Tues. & Wed. @ 1pm

CLASSES Thur. Fri. & Sat. @ 10am & 1pm

NOV. 16 THRU NOV. 20

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

**TWILIGHT BREAKING DAWN PART 2 PG-13 11:30,
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

**TWILIGHT BREAKING DAWN PART 2 PG-13 12:00,
2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00

**SKYFALL PG-13 12:20, 3:20, 6:40, 9:40
WRECK IT RALPH 3D PG 9:35
WRECK IT RALPH 2D PG 11:40, 2:10, 4:40, 7:10
FLIGHT R 12:40, 3:40, 6:50, 9:45
ARGO R 12:30, 4:00, 6:55, 9:50
SINISTER R 11:50, 2:20, 4:45, 7:20, 9:55
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 4 R 2:40, 9:55
TAKEN 2 PG-13 12:10, 4:50, 7:35

** No Passes

**LIFE OF PI 2D PG 12:10, 6:30
**LIFE OF PI 3D PG 3:30, 9:15
**RISE OF THE GUARDIANS 2D PG 11:50, 4:55, 9:35
**RISE OF THE GUARDIANS 3D PG 2:20, 7:15
**SILVER LINING PLAYBOOK R 11:35, 2:10, 4:45, 7:20,

9:55
**TWILIGHT BREAKING DAWN PART 2 PG-13 11:30,

2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30
**TWILIGHT BREAKING DAWN PART 2 PG-13 12:00,

2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00
**SKYFALL PG-13 12:20, 3:20, 6:40, 9:40
WRECK IT RALPH 3D PG 9:40
WRECK IT RALPH 2D PG 11:40, 2:15, 4:40, 7:10
FLIGHT R 12:30, 3:40, 6:50, 9:45

NOV. 21 THRU NOV. 22

** No Passes

OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH, DINNER & LATE NIGHT

"Few restaurants wear the Shore's casual new
spirit as well as Lucky Bones Backwater Grille"

- Craig LaBan, Philadelphia Inquirer 2006

“Best Lunch” & “Best Family Dining”
- New Jersey Monthly

Featuring Coldest Beer in Cape May!
Craft & Seasonal Beers from around the world

Cape May Brewing Company Honey Porter

Brick Oven Pizza • Burgers • Seafood • Ribs
Wings • Chicken • Nachos • Soups • Salads

Now Offering a Complete Gluten Free Menu
From Appetizers to Desserts


