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Public gets a look inside Convention Hall

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - About 75
members  of  the public
showed up last Thursday
evening to get a glimpse of
what the new Conwvention
Hall could look like inside.

Architect Martin Kimmiel
parficipated in the hifth pub-
lic prosentation on the design
ol a mew Convention Hall, this
time showing what the hall
would ook like if set up for a
trade show, musical perform-
ance, ar bandguet,

Kimmel started with slides
showing an airlock vestibule
1“'11“% inta a prefunction
area. The preflunctlon area
would have doors to the oot-
door deck area and two
acocesses to the main hall
The area leatures soft, lounge
type furniture and 8 two-

story glass wall providing a
vigw of the beach.

“I feel this will be a signa-
ture place for the communi-
ty,” Kimmel said.

The main hall would have a

“Early in the design process 4,
the view of the beach was not
considered imporant, but it
has become important...and

an assetr.”

— Architect Marun Kimimel

peak seating capacity of 1,258
seats, which would include
placing some seating on a flat
area In the front, with the
main scating area on tele-
scaplc risers. The seats would
frce a high arched window on

the back of the buillding
which  allows for  an
ocaan/besch view,

“"Early in the design process

the view af the beach was not
considered important, but it
has become
important...and
asset,”
Kimmel =aid.
Kimmel
showed & pre-
liminary render-
ing of n first
floar  catering
kitchen, which
weotild hawve
refrigeration,
water, electrical
outlets, but would not be a
cooking kitchen. Dhuring the
ublic portion, resident Jack
Vichterman said a non-cook-
ing kitchen would not serve
the peeds of the Kiwanis dur-
ing their annual July 4 pan-

‘No promise’ says Mahaney

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wore

CAPE MIAY - At last week's
council  meeting,  which
included a fifth presentation
from the Convention Hall

roject  architect,  Mayor
dward Mahaney said he and
the other council members
anly promised o deliver an
apon and transparent process
—not a new Convention Hall.

“There was no promise by
the city council a now facility
woilld be bailt,” Mahaney
told the 75 people who attend-
ed the Mnal presentation
before the Nov. 4 election. 1
want to be clear, the promise
by city council was to provide
an open and transparent
process.”

O Election Day, Cape May
woters will decide whether or
nat to fund the $10.5 million

Battle lines drawn
in national race

By JENNIFER KOFP
Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWNSHIP -
Growing up in Tennessece,
Meal McPheaters couldn't tal-
erate the racial prejudice he
found prevalent in the state.
Ten years ago, McPheetors
moved to Cape May assuming
thiz was a good place to
escape it

An artist and former presi-
dent of the Cape May County
Art League, McPheoeters lives
onn Route 9 next to Utsch's
Marina under the Cape May
Bridge, Two years later,
McFPheeters saw the lettors
FEEEK spray painted on the
side of the bridge.

“T was  stuaned,” =aid
McPheoters. “1 called the
Lower Township authorities
and they wore great. Came
and cleaned It up Hght away.
Bart that was not the only time
EKK was painted on the
bridge. I've also seen Erma
Militia patnred on the bridge
which is unnerving.”

And it didn't stop there,

A few days ago McPheeters
placed an Obama/Blden sign
o his lawn. His neighbor has
a couple as well.

Tuesday mornin
MePheetars woke up to (i
hundreds of leaflets strewn
throughout the area under
the bridge including the land
adjacent to his house,

1 opened my front door and
saw these white pleces of
paper laying on the ground. 1
assumed it was trash that had
blowm out of a truck or some-
thing like that,” McPheeters
contimuad,

He was wrong.

“The first onc I picked up
aald ‘Obama=igher Taxes"'
said McPheeters, "The sec-
ond one read “Obama Sucks.”
When I read the third one, 1
got very upset, It said ‘Don't
Vote for the Nigper™.™

Alfter getting  dressed,
McPheeters pathered them
up and called the Lower
Township FPolice
Departmeant.

“As 1 was picking them ap 1
noticed a few cars pass IE)'
Afterwards T left to run a few
errands and arrived back
home just as rhnflnllw pulled

up. It was then | noticed my
Obama/Biden =ign was
gone."”

Please see Battle, Page A2

CM Point discusses environment

By JANICE E. BROWMN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY POINT - Amid
the national distress aboul
global economic conditions,
presidential election politics,
and the fortunes of local
sporls teams, several issoes
continue to be of concern for
the borough of Cape May
Point and s residents.
Dominating Thursday might's
meeting were such topics as
beach nse and replenishment,
the welfare of endangered

species, polential flooding,
and the work being coordi-
nated with the Army Corps of
Coastal Engineers.

Mayor Carl Schopp called
the meeting to order and
opened public hearings on
gseveral ordinances, some of
whith were (o bring the bor-
ough's code inte compliance
with ¢ounly amd stale man-
dates; these passed unani-
mously with little public com-
ment. Connie Mahon,
MMunicipal Clerk, was present
to articulate and clarify thesa

Ballot issue on WCM
liquor license explained

By CHRISTOPHER S0UTH
Cape May Star and Wore

WEST CAPE MAY - Only
about 20 residents and others
showed up to hear the latest
explanation of the Nguor
license  guestions uEr for
approval on the Nov. 4 ballot,

West Caﬁlc May has been
soliciting Input for over a
i.rcm' on the guestion of offer-
ng two lguor licenzes in the
borough. Based on its popula-
tion, West Cape May gualifies
to offer one consumption
license and one distribwtion
license. The board of com-
mlssloners announced their
imtention in the beginning of
the process to offer the oon-
sumption license to a rostau-
rant. Currently mo restaurant
in West Cape May has a
Hguor lHeense, but customers
are allowed to carry in their

own wine or beer, as the case
may be.

The other licensse would be
for a retail store selling alco-
holic baverages, The commils-
sioners envisioned a wine
shop, although local wineres
are permitted to sell the wine
they manulscture withowt a
liguor license.

he ballot guestions would
remd:

“Shall the retail sale of all
kinds of alcoholic heverages,
for consumption  on the
licensed ﬁl'lrcmiscs by the
glass or other open recepta-
cle pursuant to Chapter One
af the Title Intoxicating
Liguors of the BRevised
Statutes (3.33:1-1 et, Seq.), be
pchll'lmlttcd in this municipali-

The commissioners indicat

Pleose see WCM, Page ALD

amel other maters. The only
ordinance of note was S53-08
regarding minor changes for
kite-flying and the presence
of dogs on the recrestional
beaches, as well as methods
for cleaning the besches, This

ardinance prompted
Commissioner  Anila  Yan
Heesyk to comment that

aceording o the guidelines,
“we've pretty much been
doing everything right,” in
these areas.

Commissionser Joe
Mietubicz alerted residents
on some health matters (o
shot=, antibiotic abuse) and
the upcoming fire extinguish-
ey inspections.

Under new business Mayor

Schupp imtroduced a
Proclamation  designating
October as  Community

Flanning Month, as part of
the national inmtiative, and it
wis unanimously adopled by
the Board. He also announced
that on Satorday, Okl 25,
2HE at 1lam. a new fire
enpginge will be welcomed 1o
town, with a parade and
luncheon o which all are
imvited.

Four new reselutions wers
adopted on key topica, such
a5 authorization o sell vari-
ous surplus items by on-line
auclion; another appoinisd
Commissioner Nietubicz to
serve a5 [ood Flain Manager
for a four-year term. The last
resplution regarded the bor-
ough's being brought into
complianee with  federal
cmergency managemeant
standards, which is timely,
given flooding concerns in

Please see Point, Page A10

project. If the bond referen-
dum passes, the city will pro-
ceed with grant applications
and & bidding precess that
should bagin in early 209,

Mahaney said when he and
the present councll “inherit-
ad” the project and besides
the open process they prom-
ized two town hall mectings
to soliclt public input on the
project.

“Tonight will be the fiflth
meoting,”  he  said  last
Thiiraday.

Mahaney said there was no
promize of “down 1o the

» jections on operat-
ﬁ%ﬂgﬁmf the Nov, 4
vote, nor would there be any
decizsions made about what
kind of cne sources would
ke used, but he said the city
has given all the information
that was expected.

“Mow it's up to the voters to
approve the project based on
the preliminary design,”
Mahaney sald.

The Nov., 4 ballot will con-

Please see Promise, Poge A1Q

cake brreaklast. Mayar
Edward Mahaney  said
accommodations  could be
made, and suggested making
the Kiwaniz use of the
kitchen on July 4 a condition
af the lease lor the Nest Moor
restaurant.
“Does  that

gatisly  the

nead?” Mahaney asked.

“It sure does,” Wichterman
gafd.

Eimmel alse indicated the
4100 square feet of retall
space on the Beach Avenue
side, which he said would be

Flease see Inside, Page A2

Innoges courtesy of Kimimsl Bogredie

Artist rendering showing a view of the main hall of the proposed
meew Comention Hall as set up for a banguet.
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This rendering shows the prefunction area with its high arched win-
dows and a majestic view of the Atlantic Ocean, The proposal for
the mevew Comention Hall will be an the Moy, 4 bBallet,

New food pantry in Villas

[.ocal food
cupboards in
dire need of
NEwW resources

By CHRISTOPHER S0OUTH
Cape May Star and Wore

LOWER TOWNSHIF - A
new fopd pantry available to
Lower Township residents
hasz apened at Saint Barnabas
By the Bay in Villas.

Diiane Pannelli | the contact
person for the food pantry,
aald she has lived in the town-
ship all her life and she and
her husband know how hard
it can be to make cnds meet,
egpecially when some jobs
stop for the winter.

“It's a blessing to be able to
help people in much worse
situations,” she sald.

Some of that help is now
being provided by the 51,
Barnabas by the Bay Food
Panitry, located at 13 West
Bates Awve., Villas. The food
panlry opened Sept, 15, and
operates on Mondays anly,
from 10 am. o 11 am.

“Right now we are open an
hour to see how things go
umntil the word gets out there,"
Panmelli said,

According to  Pannelli,
doseph Ciomincione, sopernin-
tendent of the Lower
Township Elementary Schonl
District, approached the
United Way and said there
waz a need for help with food
for some of his shudenis’ fam-
ilies. He spoke to Suzanne
NMardi of Undted Way and she
contacted Pastor Debra
Bulleck at Saimt Barnabas,
Bullock then brought up the
icles al a vestry mesting.

“We were excited about the

prospect of doing something

1 help our neighbors,’”
Pannelli said.
They made fliers  amcd

ShopRite donated paper gro-
cery bags, They asked people
to fill the bkags with food
donation:, or if there was a
need, bring the bag to the
food pantry and they would
fill it for wou.

Fannelli said most of their
donations have come from
parishioners, bol a few local
churches have called them
and offered their support.
They have also received a few
manelary donations, even one
from a Pennsylvania woman
who read about the food
paniry in a local daily news-
paper,

Pannelli =aid the biggest
response in lerms of mesd
came when the flisrs went out

Pleass see Food, Page A1D

Jennifar Kopp/Cope May Stor ond Wave
Queen and King (x2) of the bean!

The highlight of the annual Lima Bean Festival is always the crowning of the queen and king and
this year was no exception, But the big news this year is the king gets a second term, Above,
West Cape May Mayor Pam Kathern crowns Michael Willingon, 9, of Cape May and Haverford,
Pa. a5 a two-tesm king, Danielle Pennington, 10, of Cape May, said she was "so excited” to be
namied Limg Bean Cueen, Congratulations, both!




