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mayor and new council mem-
ber to be seated {for the bond
ordinance},” Taolley snid.

Tolley sald the people who
live in Cape May wanted to
have input on Convention
Hall, or st least more than
they had at this point,

“We want to really make
this spen and transparent so
poople understand and trost
right decisions are being
made,” she said,

Several members of the
petition committes were also
members of the petition com-
mittee on & referendum halt-
ing a bond ordinance on the
Washington Street Mall revi-
talizatlon project. In August
2006 woters rejected 8 F6.4
millicn bond ordinance, of
which %3 million was to be
dedicated to the Washington
Street Mall project.

Asked about potential crifi-
cism at the same people being
involved in a previous refer-
endum, Tolley said, “We have
been criticlized before, Tt's
part of being an active citi-
zen,”

At the May 20 city council
meeting, Mahaney urged
council to held off on passing
the bond ordinance, saying
there should be more pablic
impart. He sald otherwlse the
city might end up with anoth-
er relerendum.

Mahaney said he didn't ask
for the referendum, but he
wasn't surprised by it either.

“The citizens of Cape May
have made it very clear dur-
ing the campalgn and from
the election results they don't
have adeguate inclusion in
the planning, design and
agreement for lunding on city
projects,” he said. “During
my campaign people made
that very clear to me, and
that's what related to council
last weok."”

Mahaney sald people were
st hngp?' with the mall proj-
ect and they are similarly not
happy with the process of the
Convention Hall project, e
snid the city needs to deter-
mine the location, uses, and
total cost of the project before
funding the project.
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Ceramany, awards, food, & drink to follow....

"It's that simple,”™ he said.

Mahaney said he is not con-
cerned with delays cansed by
the referendum. He said last
wizchk city manager Lou Coren
agreed with his assessment
the project could not be com-
pleted before the summer of
2010,

“We will lose three sum-
mers - the summer of 08, 09,
and 2010," Mahaney sald.

Coren disputed that claim
saving with the plan to demal-
ish the old structure at the
end of the year or the begin-
ning of 2009, thoy would put
together specilications  in
September or October, and

begin construction in the
carly part of 2004,
“Anticipating 14 to 14

months for construction we
looked to findsh in Aprdl
2000, Corea said.

Asked about the repercus-
sion of potential  delays
cansed by the referendum,
Cores said delaying the
ect a yvear would add akbout
anothar 31 million to the total
cost. He also sald be was not
sure whether the waiver of
the down payment on the
bond ordinance would still be
in effect, of i another would
have to be sought.

“If mot  that's  another
ES00.000 in 2009 budget -
about 25 cents added 1o the
tax rate,” Corea said.

Corea sald the general elec-
tion Mow. 4 is tons far out, so
the city would have to spend
another $25 000 to £30,000 for
a special election,

"The qluﬁstl-:bn iz 'For what
reason?” Corea sad, “We
will probably build now
Convention Hall anyway, and
sooner o later we're going to
have borrow up o $%I2I rdl-
lion. The difference is do it
now when can get walver or

porhaps lose the waiver and
do the same thing in X-mum-
ber of months.”

Corea sald the city needed a
funding source to sward con-
teacts, and the bond ardi-
nance is like a line of credits -
there I needed, bt of vou
don't need it it"s not spent. He
sald the longer the project s
delayed the more revenuc the
city would lose from the new
facility.

“There 1z no win in any of
this. The enly people who lose
are taxpayers,” he said,

Mahaney =aid there was
arill time to complete the
project in the timeframe he
specified, and believed the
city should immediately set
up special, Town meetings o
elicit responses from rosi-
dents and business people,
He said there needed to be
more npul on what the build-
ing would be used for, what
the design should be, and
where it should be located.
Mahaney sald during  his
campaign he didn't think the
beachfront was the best place

for a multimillicn-dollar
Convention Fall.
Mayor Jerry  Inderwics

addressed the notien of boild-
ing Convention Hall in some

other location.
“Glory be to God, where*"
he sald. “Every shore com-

munity has & convention hall
o the besch front.”

Mahaney =nid the residents
and business  community
could agree on a model and
put togather a propasal, findsh
the dosign and obtain fund-
fng.

“Uptil you know and have
foFmally what you are golng
te implement and builld, it
will e difficult to get permits
and funding. We learned that
with the desaliination) plant
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and East Cape May., Mo onc
will give money based on a
concept,” he said. “And the
public expects some ald for
this project.”

He sald what he proposed
can bz accomplished  if
approached In a systematic

wag.
“Preparation i hall the
ﬁamc We can run multi
acets at the same time, par-

mltt]nﬁ design, fundraising,™

he sa

Mahaney said he believed
mast people wanted a new
Convention Hall that would
provide the same services as
the current Convention Hall,
describing It as a multipor-
Fc-sc facility for recreation

residents and tourlsts, for
craft shows, band concerts,
and amall I:eau'r'_u pageants,
for example.

“I don't see Cape May being
a Iarji-: convention city. We
don’t have resources to make
that a profitable enterprise,™
he sald.

Tolley said the petition
commitiee needs to have 159
signatures by June 9 to get &
referandum on the ballot, She
snid shi believes the commit-
fee hag the suppart,

“l don't think there’s any
guestion on that, We were
involved in the Jeanne
Powick (campaignl commit-
tee and talked to & lot of peo-
ple and that seemed be the
concern of the citizens,”™ she
said.

Tolley said the committee is
seeking about 200 signatures
to secure a referendum on the
ballot, which would apparent-
Iy have to be on a spocial
alection,

[nderwies said he hopes the
referandurm deesn't happen.
Hi said it is not guarantesd
the city could get another
waiver for the down payment,
saving the panel was reluc-
tant to grant the waiver in tho
first place because of word-
ing that referred to the build-
ing in one place a% & cOnver-
tiocn hall, in ancther as a per-
formance center, and again as
A community center.

“I told them we just wanted
to use it for the same purpoese
as now,"” Inderwiles said.

Inderwics believes if the
£10.5 million bond ordinance

is struck down by referendum
it would cost the taxpayers
anocther &300.000 for the
down pavment.

Inderwies also repeated his
dental that he was trying fo

ush the project through
wefore he leaves aflice,

"That's baloney," he sad.
“The date to go to Tremton
n'_;'lsl made long before May
157

Inderwies =aid he brooght
up the trip when the budget
was  introduced and the
Department of Community
Affairs only moets on these
lzsues at certain times. He
said if the city couldn't get on
thelr agenda in a timely man-
ner it could be months before
the opportunlty comes up

BiM.

nderwles also lashaed ot at
the: organizers of the referen-
dusrnr

"Doggone it! There's a spe-
clal inferest group that tres
ta =quash ﬂ'-:r:,'thmﬁ v:|t1.r
administration tries to do,”
said.

Inderwies said he iz also a
taxpayer and he is not ila:n-
ning to move from Cape May,
where he said he has led
numearois improvements and
helped maintain a stable tax
rate,

"We have miles of improved
roads, sewer lines, the mall,

Harbor View FPark, an
improved entrance ti
city..look aroond see what

wea've gat in the last six or
sgven vears without a tax
increase,” he said.

Inderwics added that no
project work 15 dome without
first appropriating the
PHOEY.

Tolley said the city didn't
need to ralse the money o
construct & now building until
they knew what they were
going to build, adding it
would be nlee ta bid the con-
tract for the architect. The
city awarded a 3448, 00 con-
tract to  Kimmel-Bogrotte
without going through a bid
Process.

Those Interested in learming
more about the referendom,
o who would like 1o sign, can
call Jo Tolley at GO09-308-
0351
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