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Final meeting held about Convention Hall design

By CHRISTOPHER
SOUTH

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - There was no
new design for Convention
Hall presented at what Mayor
Edward Mahaney szald was
the “third and final" town
meating  regarding  the
Convention Hall project.

Those who came oul to the
Cape  May City School,

Tussday, expecting to see a

new fagade resembling the
1917 Canvention Hall
destroyed by a 1962 storm
were disappointed,

“There are a lot of people in
town who are going o be
upset,” resident Jim Wyatt
sald.

Wyatt, a member of the
Convention Hall Commiftes,
said at the previeus town
meating there were those win
spid the architect, Martin
Kimmel of Kimmel Bogrette

was “not getting it." He said
pecple were calling for a
replica of the 1917 design,
Bait Mahaney said that design
had been considered and
rejected,

“First of all, in all honesty,
we took your suggestion very

sariously,” Mahaney said.
“But not everyene in the
room  wanted the 1917
design.”

Mahaney said a survey of
the community did not indi-

cate suppart for a 1917 repli-
ca design, and engineers did
ot suplf-:lrt the design. The
city had engineers review &
1917 replica design and they
advizad the city not to go with
it because of potential prob-
lems in the event of storms.
Mahaney said city council
was now In faver of going
with Design Mo, 5, the design
with arched windows and
entryways presented at the
Aug. 14 meating.

"There were three council
peaple who supported what 1
supported. You're telling me
the enfire city council wanis
what's up there? Wyatt said.

“Vesg, " Mahaney aaid.

The city provided a handout
liating their findings and con-
clusions. thus far, on the
Convention Hall project. It
was  determined the new
Convention Hall should be

Pleasa see Hall, Page Al15

Happy Labor Day!

As the summer season draws wo aclose, 2o doas tha
popular ¥West Cape May Farmer's Marker, Picturad
are some of the many actvities and venues like face
paintig, above left, flowers, wegerables and other
produce, abowve, and dhe oraditicnal |B's Morth
Carolina style Bar-b-q, left. The next big festival n
‘West Cape May will be the Lima Bean Festval in
‘Wilbraham Park on Sanerday, Oce 11,

Photos by Jennifer Kopp

Ocean swimmers should literally ‘watch their backs’

By CHRISTOPHER
SOUTH

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - The Jersecy
Shore 15 a popular vacation
destinaticn mainly becausc
people want to experience
relaxing on the beach or play-
ing in the ocean. But what
many people don't realize is
the ocean can be a dangerous
place, particularly for those
not acguainted with its force
and unE-rcdu:tnl:l]c natures,

The Cape May beaches are
not immune from the force of
acean waves, which ermded
city beaches for years before
the Army Corps of Enginears
began & S{-year beach
restoration project, Now the
beaches are ample. but the
restoration had & downside,

Changes in store

By CHRISTOPHER
SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - Mayor
Edward Mahaney said the
aperation of the Cape May
Tourism Commission  wonld
probably become more for-
malized than it has been in
the past, and apending com-
migsion funds would be more
limited to functions of the
Tourism Commission,

At the last ‘Tourism
Commission meeling, Aug,
11, one of the newer commis-
sion members, Dagmer Chew
questioned the apparent lack
of & formal bucdgst, asking if
the commizsion had a spend-
ing plan or if they were just
“winging it

Do oyon have a budgets™
Chew asked. “If you have a
budget | would love o see it”

Commission member Baob

acc-:rr::lin,¥ te Fire Chief
Jerome Inderwies Jr., who
OVErSCES the city's
Fire/Bescue Department,
which includes the ambu-
lamce service, Inderwies said
he has beon noticing & signif-
fcant number of C-apine
injuries. There have been 17
C-spine injurles identified as
occurring this summer on
Cape May beaches.

A C-spine injury refers to
imjuries occurring to  the
neck, or corvical vertebrae,
which can be “fractured or
displaced if the neck is twist-
ed, compressed, or hyper-
extended. A fracture (break)
ar displacement of the cervi-
cal spine {C-spine} can cut or
press on the spinal cord”
(from aboot.com:first aid).

The leading cause ol C-

Steenrod =aid the commis-
sion's budged s represented
as a line item in the city budg-
el, and perodically the cily's
chief financial officer, Bruce
MacLeod, provides the
Tourism Commission with a
spreadshest ontlining  their
EXPENSES.

Commission member Mary
Stewart, who along with
Seenrd served wilh the pre-
vious administration, said the
largest chunk of their budgel
goes toward the public rela-
tions firm. Sewarl said other
expenses are discussed by
the commission

The Tourism Commission
receives 365,00 per year
from fees attached to cost of a
mercantile license
Additionally, the commizsion
has received prant money (o
augment the money from
mercaniile fees,

On Aug. 11, the Tourism

spineg imjuries is motor vehi-
cle accidents at 53-percent.
About 10-percent of C-spine
injuries are sports related.
According to Inderwics, &
theee or Ffour-Fost wave can
knock a person onto the ocoan
floor with the force of some-
one lifting you over their
head and slamming vou to the
eround.

Captain Buzz Mogek of the
Cape May Beach Patrol said
there are typlcally two ways
people  receive | C-spine
injuries,

e is caunsed when people
are careless or unaware of
the power of ocoan waves,
and they simply turn their
hack on the ocean.

“Sometimes when walking
out of the ocoan a wave
smacks them in back and

Jjerks their head back injuring
the neck,” Mogck said, “bat
more often it happens with
boogie boards,”

Boogie board riders enjov
catching waves and riding
them to the beach, buot the
board can strike the shore-
break where the sand drops
alf rather suddenly, and it is
like runming into s wall
Mogek sand this is particular-
ly a problem at high tide,
when the waves are crashing
into this wall of sand. The
boogie beard rider is thrown
into the sand and a C-sping
irgury can result,

“This happens more with
people who are visiting than
with locals who are aware of
the shore beak,” Mogck said,

The exception is Cape Meay
resident Chad de Satnick. De

for commission

Commission was voted to pay
two bills aothorized by the
previous comnmission: one for
Paramoun!l Air Service for a
banner ad, and another for
Beach Boyvs Buoilders, for
spme brochure racks for the
Welcome Center

Asked the work at the
Welcome Center was  bid,
Stewart =said the commission
did mot have 10 getl bids for
jobs under a certain dollar
amounl, She said the commis-
aion alse doea not solicit bids
when advertizing

“Ewverything we do has to be
approved by the oial <om-
mission," Steenrcd said.

The previons commission
approved the expenditure for
Beach Boy Buoilders, owned
by Lowis “Skip" Loughlin,
who 15 Sleenrod’s entenant
on the Cape May Fire Police,
amdd who previously served
with Steenrod on the Historic

Preservation Commission.

Mahamey =pid he would like
to see that any tradesman
being piven the opportomity
to bid on jobs like this.

“The Towrism Commission
and I would expect all the
crafismen ype business be
given opportunity to provide
bids for services, and o
ensure we get the maximum
guality for the lowesl price,”
Mahaney said.

Councilwoman Terri Swiin,
who 18 now the chairperson
for the Tourism Commission,
said she would like the com-
mission o “do the necessary
kids and have the right per-
son doing the job, 1U%s had
because this is a amall town."”

Swain  said the Tourism
Commizsion could make sure
procedures for hiring  buasi-
neases ia fair and the process

Flease see Change, Poge A12=

Sptnick was 24, and had been
surfing for 1% ar 20 vears,
when he experienced a C-
Spine Injury, Satnick said
he was aware of the break,
Becauze he was on the beach
patrol  wheon  the  beach
resforation progran E‘re,g,:'il'l mn
19493 of 1994, He was surfing
at the north end of the beach,
and he remembers the waves

were really good that day.

“1 rode the wave in further
tham 1 showld have,” de
Satmick said, “1 knew [ was in
a bad spot.”

e Satnick saw the beach toe
his right and he tried to dive
thiough the wave, bt e was
picked up by the wave and

Please see Backs, Page ALS
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400th Anniversary

boat captained by
maoath of the Delawars
15 no evidence Hudson a

guest.

Henry Hudson committee
will likely be 501-c-3

By CHRISTOPHER S0OUTH
Cape May Star and Wawre

Edward Mshaney said he supports
ad with o celebration to commemerate
the 40{th anniversary of Henry
May area, but he said he wanted to know
commitment was made.
he was approached by certain members of
the anniversary committes, who exp
firewnrks for the celebration, Mahaney said a fireworks dis-
pla would cost abouat S17,000.
ing to do that we need to put it in the budget

"l tried to |ml I.Ill: kibash on the Ilrﬂ.'urlu " Deputy Mayor
da Steenrad said, expressing concern for setting off five-
mrksw-:ra town with so many historie, wooden structures,
Steenrod said the committee had talked about setting up a
S01-¢-3 charitable organization 1o take over the planning and
management of the anniversary celebration becawse it was
gested they could draw larger donations and sponsors,
Mahaney advised, however, that a member of the governing
body not be one of the a:gnm; on the application for non-

Steenrod showed council two possible logo designs for the
celebration
York artist. She said New York would be having its own
4000th Anniversary celebration, and she was hoping New
Jimt!f ﬂ;‘iu;ﬂd be on hﬂard_ch s 1.!.'1=]]I:I by 1 Capa Ma ci
ccording to an article prepare OTTEL g May city
manager Fred Coldren in 1992, a Dutch East India Company
Henry Huodson struck a shoal near the
on Aug. 28, 1609, Although there
hig crew set foot on what eventu-
ally became Cape May, anchored on the shoal waiting for the
tide to come in, he is considered Cape May's first overnight

Hudson's voyage to the Cape

cily's obliga-

ected the city to provide

provided at no cost by a Mew




