
she said. 
Detective Paul Worrell, of 

the county Prosecutor’s Office, 
had good news about crime 
rates. He said instances of 
violence were very low in the 
county and robbery is “even 
rarer.”

Christopher Pike, director 
of impact analysis with Tour-
ism Economics, said his view 
was that the travel economy 
was going to be in “full flight” 
in 2014 due to improving eco-
nomic conditions.

“Household financial condi-
tions have improved to the 

point where consumers are 
starting to spend,” he said.

Pike said there has been a 
$15-trillion-dollar increase 
in household wealth since the 
start of 2012. He said higher-
income households have done 
much better during the recov-
ery from the recession.

“Who travels? It’s the high-
er-income households,” Pike 
said. 

He said employment in the 
county is 70 percent higher 
than in January. 

County Tourism Director 
Diane Wieland offered visitor 
profiles and trends. She said 
tourism increased 2.3 percent 

from 2012 to 2013.
She noted that visitors moved 

about the county during their 
stay, spending dollars beyond 
resort properties. Wieland said 
employment showed a 1.1 per-
cent increase in 2013.

Lodging generates $2.2 bil-
lion in the county, with a total 
of 18,718 hotel and motel room 
stays, down from a peak of 
24,009 in 2003. The county 
has 48,350 second homes, 
representing 47 percent of the 
dwellings, Wieland said.

Last year, rental income was 
about $800 million, she said.

The county has 560 year-
round restaurants and 700 sea-
sonal eateries, she said, adding 
that the food-and-beverage 
industry generates $1.2 billion 
annually. 

She said the county has 47 
campgrounds with 17,199 
campsites.

Wieland said the county De-
partment of Tourism conducts 
an annual survey of visitors 
that asks 25 questions. Of 
those who contacted the county 
Tourism Department for infor-
mation, 67 percent came for a 
visit, she said.

The visitor survey showed 
47 percent of visitors stayed 
one week or longer.

“That really bucks the na-
tional trend of about three and 
half days,” Wieland said.

Some statistics from the 
county tourism survey:  96 per-
cent of visitors said their vaca-
tion met their expectations; 14 
percent indicated they made 
their first trip to the county 
in 2013; 50 percent of visitors 
arrived with one other person, 
30 percent in a party of three 
or four and 10 percent with five 
to six others. 

Only 10 percent heard about 
the county via the Internet, 
with 29 percent being referred 
by friends or family, 10 per-
cent from a travel guide, 3.9 
percent from a print ad and 39 
percent being return visitors.

In answer to the question of 
what were the most important 
factors in choosing this county 
for a vacation, 82 percent an-
swered access to the beach.

Wieland said 69 percent of 
visitors to the county are 55 
or older.

“That’s the answer to why 
there are more couples, be-
cause 55-plus tend not to have 
children traveling with them,” 
she said. 

First District Assemblyman 
Sam Fiocchi told conference 
attendees that he has intro-
duced a tourism bill called the 
County Tourism Grant Fund. 
He said return on the state 
room tax was inequitable, not-
ing Cape May County receives 
about 10 percent, while Essex 
County receives a return of 
about 143 percent. Instead of 
excess room-tax money going 
back into the general treasury, 
more would be returned to the 
county of origin, under the 
legislation.

Fiocchi said he has intro-
duced a bill that would benefit 
seasonal businesses, operating 
30 weeks per year or less. They 
would receive a tax credit to 
offset the cost between the 
state and federal minimum 
wage, which is $1.

“While it provides more dol-
lars for those entry-level work-
ers, it also puts some undue 
burdens on the seasonal busi-
nesses, which in turn I think 
hurts middle-class families,” 
said Fiocchi, noting possible 
price increases for amuse-
ments and dining for visitors. 
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Robbery

At the Carroll Villa Hotel • 19 Jackson Street, Cape May NJ
609-884-5970 • madbatter.com • carrollvilla.com

OPEN FULL TIME!
DINNER from 5pm • BREAKFAST & LUNCH 8am – 3pm

Gluten-free menus available for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Vegan and vegetarian fare

HAPPY HOUR Daily 3 – 6pm featuring Half Price Drinks!
LIVE MUSIC EVERY NIGHT

The Restaurants on Bank Street...
Fabulous Food, Exotic Setting, Great Reviews

Free Parking at Bank Street Commons (one block west)

410 BANK STREET
Cape May

“One of Americaʼs
Top Restaurants”
Zagat 2013

FRESCOS
412 Bank Street, Cape May

Voted “Best Italian
Restaurant in
South Jersey”

Reservations 
609.884.2127 
or 410bankstreet.com

Reservations 609.884.0366 or frescoscapemay.com

Spring is here - Early Dining 3 Course Prix Fixe Menu - $39
Must be seated by 5:45 pm. Everyday except Saturdays and Holidays

Serving Dinner nightly from 5pm.

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

Coldest Beer 
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews

Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty

Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois

Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN

PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
BeST GLUTeN FRee 

MeNU AT THe SHORe

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM

Lucky 13

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo, 

Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits

WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta 
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs

THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter 

Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

Scott Thomas
for HENRY'S

Custom Originals

The
CAPE MAY

Wave
Local Headquarters for

®

S I G N AT U R E  E X PA N D A B L E  W I R E  B A N G L E S

E X PA N D  Y O U R  C O L L E C T I O N  AT

407 Washington Street Mall • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-0334 • henryscm.com

S I N C E  1 9 7 2

All five suspects in the May 8 robbery of Artisans Alcove are seen in this shot taken from security surveil-
lance footage. Police reported that two suspects entered the store and began speaking with the lone 
worker. Three other suspects then entered and distracted the worker as the first two made off with 
$95,000 worth of diamond engagement rings.

reach over the case, the male 
suspect’s feet left the floor, 
Scott said after examining the 
video.

The male suspect was able 
to open another display case 
and remove a tray of men’s 
diamond rings, he said.

“On the way out, he gave 
the other guys the ‘OK,’” Scott 
said. 

The male suspect was car-
rying a folded newspaper that 

Scott theorized may have been 
a gun.

He said the other three sus-
pects left a few minutes after 
the couple departed the store. 
Scott said Raspa immediately 
noticed the rings were missing 
and called police. 

Officers investigated the 
scene for more than six hours, 
dusting for fingerprints and 
examining the video, Scott 
said.

He said he had just cleaned 
the glass top of the jewelry dis-

play case before the suspects 
arrived, so the prints should 
be excellent. 

Scott called the suspects 
“professional shoplifters.” 

Anyone who can identify the 
suspects is asked to call Cape 
May police at (609) 884-9500.

Cape May County Pros-
ecutor Robert Taylor told the 
Star and Wave his agency has 
consulted with the FBI on the 
case.

“They may be involved in a 
multi-state operation,” he said.

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

OPEN DAILY
HAPPY HOUR • 4pm – 6:30pm

Dollar Oysters • Dollar Clams

DINNER from 5pm

Continued from Page A1

Continued from Page A1

Little comment from LTMUA
following vote for dissolution

By BETTY WUND
Special to the Star and Wave

VILLAS — Despite a vote 
by Lower Township Council 
on May 5 to begin the pro-
cess of dissolving the Lower 
Township Municipal Utilities 
Authority, it was business as 
usual at the LTMUA’s meet-
ing May 7. 

Nels Johnson, chairman 
of LTMUA’s board of com-
missioners, asked engineer 
Marc DeBlasio, of Rem-
ington Vernick & Walberg, 
if dissolution would affect 
grant applications to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). 

He answered that he did 
not know.

“I am working on three 
projects right now,” DeBla-
sio said. “One is the applica-
tion for water-main service 
for 2,000 hookups. It is a $7 
million project.” 

The USDA has asked for 
more information and there 
has been a turnover in proj-

ect managers, according to 
DeBlasio. 

The previous USDA proj-
ect manager recommended 
the project be submitted in 
three phases. 

According to DeBlasio, 
that would make it easier to 
get funds as money becomes 
available. 

“We will take his guid-
ance,” DeBlasio said. “A 
decision will be made in the 
next month or two.”

The LTMUA has deter-
mined that the contractor 
satisfied the contract speci-
fications for road restora-
tion in conjunction with the 
water-main trenches regard-
ing the Town Bank project.

The LTMUA has addressed 
what has to be done beyond 
the contract. 

It received three bids for 
restoration, according to 
DeBlasio. 

A construction bid for 
$379,219 was presented.

“A copy of the award letter 
was presented to the MUA 

yesterday. If you decide to 
award the contract, we can 
set up a preconstruction date 
and the contractor can do the 
job right away,” DeBlasio 
said.

In all, 16 minutes was de-
voted to open session at the 
beginning of the meeting. 

After an hour and 10 min-
utes of closed session, the 
meeting was reconvened. 
The board approved a resolu-
tion to produce an employee 
handbook and a supervisory 
personnel, policies and pro-
cedures manual.

The final resolution of the 
meeting was a request by LT-
MUA Commissioner Thomas 
Frisoli for a $1,500 donation 
to Lower Cape May Regional 
High School’s after-prom 
party. The resolution was 
approved. 

In his comments, Frisoli, 
a school district employee, 
said he was aware of the 
shortage of funds for an 
important part of the high 
school experience.


