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Cape May Point locals concerned over beach replenishment, nesting bird sites

By JANICE BROWN
Cape May Star ond Ware

CAPE MAY POINT - This
monih’s agenda was dominai-
aed by budget issues and lacal
concerns aboul beach replen-
ishment, nesting bird site
pressrvalion,  and  varions
ordinances and resolutions
supporting seasonal malters

Ordinance 35&83-0¢ con-
cerned the vacating of certain
portions of “street ends" in
Towwn that have limited use by
residents and the deeding of
these small zection: 1o the
adjacent home owners for
maintenance, In discussion it
was mentioned that these
areas abul wellands and that
the action had been initiated
by the home owners, who

Lady Mary sinking

Continued from page A2

Downham said, “Less than a
minule, We're traned o pet
GUF EEAr O a8 S00n a5 we
cam,”

Downham learned from
Arias that the Lady Mary b
a crew of seven, and it sunk
around & a.m. Missing were
Tarzon “Bernie" Smith, the
caplain and unele 1o the two
deceasad crewmemhbers,
Frank Heves, Frank Credle
and Frank Ramos. Originally,

agreed to the ardinance.
Commissioner Anita
VanHeesyk commented that
there really were “no other
good aplions" for these areas
and that attorney Alan Gould
hiad been engaged by the bor-
ough a2 Special Counsel to
research  thorouwghly  the
choicea.  Also,  the long-

expecied establishment of

Ezsst Lake Drive as one way
between Lighthouse and Cak
Avenues was intreduced for
public hearing as Ordinance
S65-09.

{rlenn Oriman,
Ford Scott Assaciates, acting
as anditor for the borough,
gave a short summary presen-

EMA, of

tables outlining  revenues,
cxpenses and appropriations
by department for the bor-
ough of Cape May Point, com-
paring <osls amd operating
surpluses over several years,
He remarked that the per-
centage of tax collections
within the borough was 98-
100 in the past two years, one
of the few local towns o do so,
Commissioner Joe Mietubicz
alded that the frogality of this
budget was “largely due to the
uncertainly of the current
ECOnomic altuation”;
VinHeesvk was also pleased
to state that Cape May Point is
“financially well-placed™ in
comparison to other munici-

mously passed For adoption of
the budget.

Another key topic was 1he
likelihood that the Fish and
Wildlife Commission would
designate Alexander Avenue
beach as a precautionary
zone for bird nesting, and res-
idents were enconraged 1o be
mindful here, eapecially aince
pels are deemed predators
and fines could be levied.

& mayoral Proclamation
was made, in Mayor Carl
Schupp's absence doe 1o med-
ical leave, honoring the Cape
May Kiwanis Club on ils 85th
ANNIVErEATY.

Resolotions 47-09 and 458-(9
were passed opposing reduc-

COMOETTsS, and LORIFISIT,
Municipal Clerk Connic
Mahon was cited for her excel-
lent work in preparing them.
Hesolution 4908 supported
the renaming of the Roate 109
bridge in honor of local yvefer-
ans, as part of the 400th
Anmiversary Celsbration,
Duiring the Public Partion of
the mesting, a gquestion arose
about the status of the
Greneral Store om the town
circle, and it was announced
that a zoming |.'II."IFII'IE will be
held on April 22 at 7 pm. to
address that issue, Many res-
idents voiced distress about a
recent local home robbery
following a vard sale, and the

Alexander Avenue requested
that their beach entrance be
repaired, given ils corrent
shabby ApPearance.
Mielubicz advised them thal a
plan is already in place to
have the Fublic  Works
department and the Army
Corps of Enginsers, coordi-
nating with the poasibility of
nesiing birds, lake action on
these repairs, as well as to
make all the beach entrances
more uniform and attractive.

VanHeesvk adjpournsd the
meeting, commending the
assembled residents for their
valuable input in the meeting
and urging them 1o continoe
taking responsibility for the

Lation az a public hearing on palities, ) tions in federal amd state  imporiance of locking one’s  maintenance and upkeep of

the 2000 municipal budget. After some  discussion, monies  that affect beach doors and cars was rein-  their community.

Ortman provided charls and  Resolution 4509 was unani-  replenishment, coastal storm forced. Several residents of

Smith said. ADCD23CA542001, and the need be. the Lady Mary sank. Fisher hour. A  Coast  Guard
Pena, and later, Downham,  SARSAT computer reported “I know we did everything  said Sector Delawarve Bay  spokesman said the investiga-

testified that the life raft is
construcied with ballast bags
ofn the kottom, which fill with
waler and hinder the rafl
from drifting far from the
sinking sile, Smith said with
the life raft drifting scuth the
crew should have been look-
ing north of where the raft
wirs Lot

Pena testified they were fol-
loawing a track mooth of the
life raft and spotted the sur-

the signal coming from an
EFIRE identified as
ADCD2ICIF42C01.
Kegistered or npol, Smith
questicned why the EPIRB'=s
sigmal was nol picked up until
abouwt two hours after the ship
sunk, as reporied by Arnas,
“The EPIRE tested fine, it
clid what it"s supposed 1o do
Someone didn't do what
they 're sapposed 1o do or we
would have three survivors

"The EPIRE tested fine, it did what it's supposed to do.
Someone didn’t do what they're supposed to do or we
would have three survivors instead of one.”

—Royal Smith Sr., owner of Lady Mary

a Willinm Torres was listed
among  the missing, but
reporiedly missed the voyage
and was replaced by Ramos.
(5ee reloted story, page Al

Pena said she put out a
ristlio call to the newby fish-
ing vezsels saying there wera
tour people in the water, bt
none of the boeats responded
Lo the call

By the time the helicopter
departed to retum o the wir
station, twoe other helicopters
had been dispatched o the
scene; another MH-65C
Dolphin and & MH-60J
Jayhawk helicopter from Alr
Station  Elizabeth City, M.C,
Am FIC-1300 Hercules air-
crew was also  dispatched
from Elzabeth  City. The
Const Guard Cutters
Dependalble  and  Finback
later joined the search

Smith sald the aircrews
crred in searching in the
vicinity af the life ralt.

‘The life raft would have
Been 10 to 12 meles from
where the boat went down,
It'a Just  common  Sense,’

vival suil: several hundred
vards apart. A NOAA
research vessel, the Thomas
Jefferson, located what is

believed (o be the wreck of

the Lady Mary about &0 miles
oft of Cape May, Afler receiy-
ing the 404 MHz EFIRE sig-
nal, the Coast  Goard
zearched an  area 3417
sguare nautical miles over 37
hours trying to locate the
olher crewmembers

Smith questioned the use-
fulmess of guestions and com-
ments abouwt whether the
Lady Mary's EPIRB was reg-
istered or not, since as Pena
testified, it would not have
alfected the responss time.
Smith said he had documen-
tation that the EPIRE was in
fact registered, but during
testimony by Petty Officer
First Class Cullen Eaffferty,
the board learned the number
on the EPIEE and the num-
ber that appeared when the
signal was picked vup by tho
satellite did not match by ane
digit. The EPIRB Smith reg-
istered carrled the mumber

Recycle this newspaper.

instead of one,” Smith said
Pena, once released as a
wilness, texlel reporiers
despite being low on fuel, if
sk had seen other survivors
she would have picked them
up wned lanced on the beach of

we could,” she said.

Fetly Officer First Class
Trista Fisher, stationed at
Sector Delaware Bay, which
i5 based in

reviewed recordings of radio
transmiszions amcd  heard
comments from other fisher-
men, bl dicd nol hear & may-

tion would resume at a time
tn be determined, When the
investigation resumes, the
board expects o hear from

Arias, the

el a4, & - : 3 S
restified she was 1 know we did everything we could.” . o he
in  charge of - Laly My
c.}n;mum-:nlin:-us —Lt. Cdr. Tina P‘EI]H., Attorneys
wil O Scene . - represenl-
commanders Coast Guard helicopter pilot ==~ the
during L eslale of
search and res- Reyes,
cue operalion, J ooor op o

She said her station monitors
and records all VHE and HIY
transmissions, as well as tele-
phone calls inte her station,
She said Air Station Atlantic
City notified her saying they
picked up an EPIREB. She alao
said  the fishing vessel
Eatheyn Marie called the sta-
tion arownd 4:15 pam. report-
ing it heard a mayday call
arcund 5 am, AL 801 am.
Fisher put an urgent marine
broadeast advizsing olher ves-
zels abowt the sinking, but
they heard nething until the
response from the Kathirym
Marie, about 11 hours afler

day call. She said the Coast
Goard's Hescme 21 radin sys-
tem records every time a
radio  microphone  key  is

pushed.
Testimony  resumed  on
Wednesday, but went into

recess afler aboul a half-
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» Bemove back lesies, 1 v, property wowe

Ramos, and the survivor,
Arias, Were presenl  al
Tuesday's proceadings.

Reyes is survived by a wife of
22 years and three children,
apes 6, 16 and 18, Hamos is
survived by a wife and a 5-
year-old child,
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LOWER TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS
GYPSY MOTH CONTROL
PROGRAM NOTICE

Lower township has entered into a cooperative
gypsy moth conrol progran with the New Jersay
Department of Agriculture. Downstown
Agrocrop Service (DEP license #90029) 330
Harding Highway, Vineland New Jersey has
been awarded the contract to apply Bacifus
thuringiensis var kurstaki [FORAY 76B, EPA
Req. #73049-49) using aircraft to areas infested
with gypsy moth larvae.

Aerial application will begin on or after May 4,
2009 through June 4, 2008 or until completion
from 5:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m., and possibly in the evenings from
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the affected areas.

A map indicating the exact areas to be treated is
available for inspeciton at the municipal building.
Residents may contact the Municipal Clerks
Office at 609-886-2005 ext, 112 or 113, 2600
Bayshore Road, Villas, NJ for information
regarding the exact date, application times and
any other information concerning the treatment
program.

Individuals wishing additional information about
pesticides may contact the Mational Pesticide
Information Center at 1-800-858-7378. For
emergencies call the New Jersay Foisin
Information and Education System at 1-800-
222-1222. For pesticide regulation information,
pesticide complaints and health referrals call
the Mew Jersey Peslicide Control Program at
609-984-6507.

Upon request, the pesticide applicator or appli-
cator business shall provide a resident with noti-
fication 12 hours prior to the application, except
the Quarantine and Disease Vector Control only,
when conditions necessitale pesticide applica-
tions sooner that that time. Additoinal informa-
tion about the program is also available onthe
New Jeresy Department of Agriculture's website:
hitpfwww.nj.gov/agricultura/divisions/pi/progd
gypsymoth.htmil,
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NOTICE TO PUBLIC

The Wesl Cape May Volunteer Fire
Company has been providing firemabc services
to the residents and taxpayers of the Borough of
West Cape May since 1821, In 1976 the Fire
Company purchased the property at 732
Broadway with the intention of constructing a
firehouse and social hall. Shortly thereafter, the
opportunity existed for the Borough to apply for
an EDA grant to construct a municipal complex.
The Borough needed to secure Porperty for this
project. The Borough engaged in discussion
with the Fire Company relative to the possible
use of the property it purchased and the Fire
Company agreed to deed the property to the
Borough in order that the grant be pursued.
The grant was ultimately secured and the
municipal complex was constructed the fire-
house. The Fire Company deeded the property
with the understanding that the firehouse would
always ba ufilized and occupied by the Fire
Company, including the parking lot, for the activ-
ities of the Fire Company. The Fire Company
continued to occupy the firehouse and prov ide
fire protection services and undertook many
improvements to the firshouse with monies
securad by the Fire Company through fund-
raising activities and donafions.

The Fire Company was advised by the
Borough goveming body that a written agree-
ment was required by the Borough relative to
the Fire Company's use and occupancy of the
firehouse and providing of fire services to the
Borough. The Fire Company and Borough have
engaged in extensive discussions relative to
these issures but have not been able 1o reach
= ElgFEEITIEI'Il.

The Fire Company has and will continue to
provide fire services to the public. The volun-
teer members are committed 1o providing these
sarvices however the Fire Company is con-
cernad about the issues being discussed with
the Borough and would like to receive the opin-
ions and comments of the public relative to
these issues.

The Fire Company will be holding an open
house at the firehouse on April 25th 8a.m. fo
12 noon and Aprif 26th 12 noon fo 4 p.m.,
2009 wherein the public is invited to discuss
with the Fire Compagny representatives the
issues of concem. Please attend if vou are
able.




