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Three firms compete to be city engineer

Cape May City Council interviews representatives from each

By CHRISTOPHER 50UTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - On Wednesday
cvening, Cape May City Council was
expected to choose one of three lirms
to serve as the city engincer after
interviewing representatives from
zach

City council listened to presenta-
tions by Fralinger Engineering, Mott
Asgspciates LLC, and SchaefTer Nassar

Near $24 mil

budget passes
in Lower Twp.

By CHRISTOFHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wara

LOWER TOWMSHIF - Lawer
Towmship Council passed the town-
ship's nearly $24 mullion budget after
making an amendment to reduce the
tax rate by two-tenths of a cent.

Council voted 5-0to adopt the budg-
af with a 1.6-cent tax rate increase to
help pay for 523 9225860.16 in
appropriations for 2009, The differ-
ence betwoen what was proposed and
the amended amount was made by
cutting §93,715.02 in spending,
including: $51,.500 in police salarles
and wages, 33,300 in Sccial Security
payvments, 532875 for debt service,
and #2540 to the reserve for uncol-
lected faxes,

Mayor Mike Beck said there would
be more savings in the 2000 budget
through cutting two police serpeant
positions and an administrative posi-
tion in public works, but contracts
passed 10 December 2008 left this
council withowt a 1ot of options, The
cirrent council was seated at the fivst
meeting in January. Beck said coun-
cil was taking action now in order to
face anticipated budget problems in
the future.

"We're not waiting to get wet. We're
putting wp the umbrella now,™ e
said

During public comment, resident
Joe Winters said he would like to soo

Please see Budget, page A2

Lower still debates Ponderlodge

By CHRISTOPHER 500UTH

Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWNSHIP
Township residents are

Fuen if Stockion takes over, the state has

to follow through with their plans, Right

now 65 fust an overgroan golf course,”
—Councilman Wayne Mazurek

pen with the former Ponderlodge

Very
much concerned what will hap-

Hesident Joe Winters asked
why the public seems to be in the
dark so much of the time over the

- gite.

Mavor Mike Beck said he had
spoken to state Sen. Jeff Van
Direw since he
spoke at  a
couneil  rmesl-
ing two weeks
agn, and Yan
Direw asked the
tovwmship 1o be
patient a little
longer Beck
gaid his under-
slanding is that there is still &

Golf Course, now a wildlife haksi-

tal owned by the stale

Plecese see Ponderlodge, page AT

Schtiduggq. the: three selected from a
field of 12 candidates. Council mem-
bers were given BEFPs from a dozen
engineering Nrms, and after two
wiacks were nsked to narrow their
choices down to five, After the input
of council, the top threes firms were
asked to make a presentaiion,

The firm to be hired Wednesday
evenlng was fo be glven a 14-month
contrect going until June 30, 20008

given an annual contrect. Mayor
Edward Mahaney said thizs was a
mowve away from the typical three-
WEAF Contract.

"Whenever the city had a three-year
contract it had bad experences.” he
said.

Mahaney also explained to each
candidate that the city engincer
would not perform inspections of
planning /zoning board projocts. The

their own engincer who reviews
plans, and the process s more timely
and less expensive, Mahaney said.
The firat firm to give Its presenta-
tion was Fralinger Engincering,
Bridgeton, represented by Albert A.
Fralinger Jr. and four of his associ-
ates. Fralinger said his family has
been operating Fralinger Candy for
125 wears, and has a location on the

Aftar that, the ity englneer would be

planning aind Zomng

wards have

Flagge o0 Engineering, page A2

Cravid Mahan and lennifer BoppiCabe May Star and Wiave

3|st Cape May Jazz Fest

Harmonica player James Cotton

rolls with it Saturday night at tha

Parforming Arts Center at Lower Cape May Regional High

School. The James Cotton Bluas

Band was a headliner at the 25t

Cape May Jazz Fest. Bahind him is guitaristivocalise Skam Allen,
Laft, perowssionist Mayra Casales on drums shares a happy
mament with a Jazz Fest trompeter during Sunday’s jam session
at Carney's. Below, Jazz Festival staff members Jodi Perry and
Diana Mitchell join in the festivities during the same session. For
maore photos see pages A5, Al4, AlS,

With restaurant opening, owner on a roll

Simply Sushi fills empty eatery niche in West Cape May

By JOHN ALVAREZX
Cixpe May Siar and Weee

WEST CAPE MAY - For the
past several years, Cape May
hias been Enown for its unigue
restaurant offerings. Whether

yvou are yen for anything from
a alice of pizza to elegant din-
ning, this area certainly has o
wide varety of cholces for
any distinguished pallet.
Yet, when Jell Nace looked
around town, he noticed one

snshi

j.h

particular item didn’t have a
place of its own. There was no

“Cape May doesn't have any
sushi bars,” MNace said. " The
ane they did have closed,
Everybody

said how thew

Jennifer Kopp/Cope Moy Sor and Wove

Simply Sushi opened in Weast Cape May on Feb, 19, Shown here during a ribbon cutting, from left, are
Manager Amy Hufana, chef and owner Jeff Mace, West Cape May Mayor Pamala Kaithern, Wast Cape
May Commissionar Peter Burke and apprentice chef Dores Bardes,

loved my sushi. 5o 1 figured,
wiy nod?

With this attitude, Nace
opened Simply Sushi on Pel,
1% mt the corner of Perry
Street and Park Boulevard in
West Cape May,

Mace takes pride belng a
native in town, born and bred
here in Cape May, “A sand.
pipor, a5 the tourists like to
call iiz,™ he said with a B

Mace also takes pride in the
fact that he has been eating
sushi since 1977

“I was inteeduced to sushi
through a man named Hans
Tiodt, who had some tuna fish
in a vinegar and onion mari-
nade. e sadd it was called
sushi as he gave me somc and
I happenad to like it T started
to cat it whenever 1 found it

Then around 1938{, Nace,
like most people, held down
several jobs, including being
a commercial fisherman.

“T worked hard,” e said. “1
drove trucks and had other
jobs, But | ostarted owt on oa
boat. I was dealing with fish
all my life”

It was during this time Nace
belrendad a sushi chel who
wanted to learn how to fish
for tuna, a job which Nace

FPleasa see Simply, page 417

WWII vet was a
hometown hero

By CHRISTOFHER SOUTH
Cixpe May Siar and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY - A Lot
of people must have known
the Purgatorio family, With
11 kids, von were bhound to
run inta ane now and
B AT

Cne of them, Francis A.
Purpatoric, was remem-
bered recently by his
stepdaughter of 40 years,
Sandra {Scatt) Vor Colli.

Vion Colln recently pro-
vided the Star and Wave
with a picture of decora-
tions and awards
Purpatorio received while
an Infantryman in World
War 11.

Purgatorio  was  born
Feb. 27, 1923 in West
Cape May, He grew up at
129 Eldredge with his 10
brothers and =sigters. Af
17, Purgatorie joined the
army and was sent fo
Eurppe by way of the
Mediterranean and Italy,
Purpatorio and his unit, the
st Armored  Division,
arrived at Naples on Oct. 28,
1843, They Fought their way
to Cassine and arrived in
Anzio i January 1944, The

unit was trapped on the
beaches of Anzio for 125
days, pinned down by
enemy gunfire, Yon Colln
gnid her stepfather told her
there was shooting seven
days a week, 24 hours a day.

‘When he arvived in
Cape May (after the
war) fre walked down
the streel with his duffle
beg over his shoulder
sireging Tl never leave
Cape May again!”
—Sandra Von Colln,
stepdaughter to
Francis A. Purgatorio

The enemy would often play
lowd music a lot to bother
the Americans. It wasn't
until May the 15t Armored
I¥ivision was able to leave
Anzio and head roward

Please see WWIL pags 411



