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TRACEN company commander pleads guilty

Sentenced to five months and discharged for bad conduct

By CHRISTOFHER S0UTH
Cape May Ster and Wave

CAPE MAY - A US Coast Guard
Training Centor (TRACEM! company
comimander pled gullty to having an
inanmprlalc sexual  relaticnship
with a Ffemale recruit and was loudd
guilty of mistreatment of another,

Perty  Officers  Second Class
Francescoe Thompson entered guilty
pleas on elght counts of a 14-count
indictment with all but one of the
remaining charges being dismissed as
part of a pretrial sgroemaent.

In a Coast Guard court martial held
Tuesday and part of Wednesday,
Thompson admitted he had sexual
relations with & female recruit under
his command between Movember and
December 2HE on two cccasions -
once in a classreom and once in his
affice. Thompson, who has heen in the
Coast Guard simce 1998, further testi-
fied he pursued a relationship with
the X-yvear-old female who was a
member of Class U-130. The Coast
Guard Personnel Manual prohibits

boot camp company commanders,
wha are enlisted persons, from dating
A boot camp graduate for one vear
alter graduation,

Thompson, whoe was represented by
twa 15 Navy attorneys, admitted he
purswzd & relationship with the for-
et Fecrilt saving he had a few rea-
sons why he assumed it was QK.

“Other company commanders at the
Training Center, friends of mine, who
I respect, married former recruits
11m|:1jcr one year from graduation,”™ he
sald.

Thompson =aid it seemed to him
that the command had given its blass-
ing to such relationships,

“That belng said, 1 saw the poasibil-
ir;_-j_c-f a relationship,” Thompzson said.

hompson  indicated the former
recruit, now Officer Candidate Schoal
candidate, bad a number of gualities
that attracted him, saving she was 24,
a college graduate, good-looking and
athletic. He said he had heard “scut-
tlebutt,” meaning idle talk among
Coast Guard members, that such a
relationship was prohibited, bat he

wasn't fully aware of the rule until
January when he was contacted by
Coast Guard Investipative Services,
which handles eriminal investigations
for the Coast Guard.

The investigation began after & lop-
mer classmate of the female involved
with Thompaon was talking to other
Coast Guard members at her new
duty station in Worth Caralina, A
supervisor overheard the conversa-
tion alleging a sexual relationship
between the company commander
and a recrult and if was reparted to
the chain of command. An investiga-
tiom  begam, and according  to
Licutenant Commander  Casecy
Chmielewski, stall judge advocate at
TRACEN, Thompson was immediate-
Iy relieved of his duties as company
commander and reassigned to the
neary LORAN radar statbon.

Chriclewski said the initial investi-
gation was concluded in April, and the
procedures for seotting 11|E:-1 a Special
Court Martial began i May, begin-
ning with & ¢all to convene the court
martial by Captain Cart B, Thomas,

TRACEN commander. Commander
Catherine Weathers [from Coast
Guard Headguarters in Washington,
D.C., was assigned as military judge
for the case, and as is often the case,
two Mavy afforneys were assigned to
defend the Coast Guardsman,

The court martial was delayed for
about four hours Tuesday as lawyers
for both sides interviewed withesses.
Omnce the proceedings began, a pretri-
al agreement had been signed by all
parties including the accused. As part
af the judicial process, Thompsan had
to admit verbally to the judge the rea-
sons Mo his goilr,

Thampson told the judge he had sex-
val intercourse twice with a recruit,
who was named during testimony,
and he said the same dndividual visit-
¢4 his home after graduation.

“[The female)l came to my resi-
dence, then we went to Wawa and got
sandwiches., We came back, watched
B movie, had sex and she left,”
Tharmpson said,

Pleass see Goilty, Page A7
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Hurricane Conference warns residents to do as told

By ERIC AVEDISSTAN
Cope May Star and Wave

CAPE MATY COURT
HOUSE - If there's one thing
you learn from the Cape May
County Hurricana
Preparedness  Conforence,
it's when officials tell you o
evacuate, you do so.

The Hoard of Chosen
Frecholders hosted the con-

ference, which featured
speakers  from  the MNew
Jersey  State  Office  of
Homeland  Seccarity, the
Federal Emergency
Management Agency, the
Mational Oceanie and
Atmospheric  Agency  and

Cape May County Olfice of
Emergency Management.

Hurricane season lasts from
August until the end of fall,
bringing with it forrential
rains, rough surf and tho
potential for a powerful hur-
ricame, Just what Cape May
County and New Jersey will
dio during a direct hit becamic
the sulbject of the conference,
where emergency officials
explained how to keep the
public safe during such a
calamifty.

Officials cited Cape May
County's gengraphical weak-
nosses - it's &  low-lying
peninsula  surrounded by
water on three sides with few
evacuation roimes,

“We spond an inordinate
amount of time making sure
that all of the state emer-

gency responders have the
resources and the training
that they need o that they
can respond anywhers,” said
Richard Cafas, director of
the New Jersey State Office
of Homeland Securlty and
Preparedness.

Cafias said the state's strat-
¢gy focuses on having ade-
quate evacuation plans and
shelters for citizens. He said
develaping plans for evacuat-
ing poople with special necds
began over a year ago, whers
people with special needs are
asked fo register fo author-
tics that they reguire help
evacuating.

“We do have the special
needs registey, We're snill not
at 8 satisfactory nomber

Wooden bikes: Now that’s
really s unique innovation

By JOHN E. ALVAREZ
Ciape May Star and Ware

CAPE MAY - Cape May
offers many sights which
have made more than one
persen say, “Did you sec
that# This past summer, one

such  sight, if you were
attending the 4iMith
Anniversary parade, wero

people riding woeoden bicy-
cles down Beach Awvenue.
Beflore you make an appoint-
miznt with an optometrist, you
weren't seelng things.

The Woody, a wooden bicy-
cle, was the creation of native
resident Max Samuoelson, who
has been with Cape May
Beach Patrol (CMBF) for 13
seasons, and according to
him, was always building
gooly stull ever since he was
really young.

“One year, a buddy of mine,
Ryan Halbruner, and I took
zailing classes in the sum-
mer,” Samuelson said. “One

winter, when we were ten, we
wanted to sail but we couldn®t
dao it. So we busted up a bunch
of Blkes and grabbed some
scrap lumber and made a cart
with wheels, Then we got
some sailboat parts and put a
rast on the cart with a sall,
We would sail our ‘sail-cart’
down Sunset Boulevard at
Cape Mawv Point when the
wind was blowing in the right
direction. But we would only
go hall a mile bacause there
was B power line which was
awlully low,” Samuelson sald
with a laugh.

This adventuraus  spirit
stayed with Samuelson well
into his teens when he first
discovered triathlons and
mountain bike racing.

"1 did my first triathlon
when [ was either 14 or 15, In
college, I really got into rac-
ing mountain bikes. For two
to three sensons, 1 did pretty
well an the east coast circoit.
After college, I moved to

Santa Cruz, Californie and
trained lor the Sea Ofter
Classic, which was a compoeti-
thon near Monterey,
Unfortunately, my work
schedule started taking over
the time I needed for my
training, which never gof to
where | had hoped it would
et Bo [ never got to enter the
race.”

Alter he got back from
California, Samuelsen contin-
wed fo work for the CMBP as
well as starting his own con-
struction  company  called
MC2, which stands for Max's
Carpentry and Construction,

“1 do residential and com-
mercial comatriction,”
Samuelson said, “In my spare
time [ make other stufl, like
furniture &nd footboards,

which are used for row
boats."”
“Ome  night, this past

Diecomber, I was sitting with

Plense see Bikes, Page A2

because registration (s volun-
tary,"” Canas snid.
“Paramount in this is a very
vigorous public awarcnoss
campaign ... Without a public
AWAICMESE CAMpPAign, we are
going to fall.”

He added if the govermor
calls for an evacuation, resi-
dents would have ap to 12
hours to leave, though they
could wvoluntarily leave days
earlier.

Lt. Colonzl Jerome
Hatfield, deputy superintend-
ent of Homeland Security,
sald there are plans for
reversing the southbound
lanes of the Garden State
Parkway to evacuaatc county
residents In the event of a
hurricans.

Hatfield sald corinty
Prosecutor Robert Taylor
worked with saveral state

dopartments and agencics
that would allow for “an
cxpodient evacuation of the
county.”™

“We've been talking about &
reverse lane strafegy to sup-
port Cape May County for
countless yvears. It's a labor
intensive process that wo
have to take in the interest of
the people who reside in tho
county,” Hatfield said,
Hatficld said the first
rESponge  oommunities are
cquipped to handle chal-
lenges in emergencies, but
citizens should also protect
their own interesis,

Michael Moriarty, acting

regional admimistrator  for
FEMA's BRegion 1I, which
encompasses  Cape  May
County, said poople need to
make advanced plans in the
event of an evacuation.

“Whether you're an individ-
ual, whether you're a family
unit, whether you're a com-
munity or part of a corpora-
tion, make a plan,"” Mortarty
said. "What do you abzalutely
neaed i you have to evacuate
and vou can't communicate
with anybody#”

Moriarty said proparing a
“digaster  kit"  including
important  documentation,
medication, flashlight, and
clothing is eesential.

Pleigse see Warning, Page A3
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Max Samuelson shows off cne of his wooden bicycles while buddy Lack Baron looks on. Samuelson, a
Cape May Point lifeguard, has made ten wooden bikes with plans for more swhich will inchede mutli-

spmads.



