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What’s happened
to the Cove Beach?

By CHRISTOFHER 50UTH
Cape May Star and Ware

CAPE MAY - Has anyvbody
seen the Cove Beach? That's
the question that seems to be
on many people’s minds these
davs, as more and more of the
popular beach is disappoar-
ing.

The beach at the southern
terminigs of Beach Avenue
first started to disappear
From aight doe fo s dune that
developed near the jetty,
Blocking the ocean view from
the nearby Cove Restaurant.
Recently however, the beach
has been croding, but full
mycon high tides have pushed
the high water mark to the
dumne line; and have started to
ercde the dune.

City Manager Brice
MacLeod =aid beach-goers
had been setting up chairs
and placing blankets near the
dunes where “cliffing” has
ocecurred, and the city has put
up yellow rope to keep indi-
viduals away from the dunes.

“It's important to take safe-
ty  precautions,” MacLeod
sald. “Bathers were setting
chairs too close to the dune.”

MacLead said the concern

was the dune might collapse,
potentially harming someone
who was near the dune. He
sald steps are being taken o
“put us in & more positive sit-
uation” regarding the beach
grosion, which MacLeod said
i5 a0 severe they are having
trouble placing a lifepuard
atand on the beach,

The city has a 50-yvear con-
tact for beach replenishment

with the New Jersey
Diepartment of
Environmental FProtection,

which allows the Army Corps
of Engineers to renourish the
beaches with sand every two
FEALE.

The resourizhment couldn't
come seon enough as half the
dune has disappeared at the
Cowve. Old pilings, which were
once covered with about four
fect of sand, are now sticking
five to seven leet out of the
sand. Beach-goers can be
seen sitting near sand cliffs
as hiph as 15 foet. Large
chunks of sand and dune
grass come off with each high
tide, pushed higher by the
new moon. A sand bar is
being lormed roughly 100
vards out.

callad the “CHis of Cape May"”

Jennifer Kopp/Cope Moy S2or and Wove
Where's the beach? seems to be the gquestion on these people’s minds as they look at what was the
Cowe Beach. This phatograph. shot before high dde shows what liote s lefo. Below left. old pilings pro-
trede out of the sand which were covered by about fowr feet of sand in front of what could now be

He said, she said: neighbors give
different stories on ‘unruly’” house

By CHRISTOPHER S0OUTH
Cigpre My Star oned Winee

LOWER TOWMNSHIP
Some New York Avenue resi-
dents  appealed o Lower
Towmship Council, Monday,
asking for help with an
alleged unruly house of
renlers. However, the renter
believes she ia being targeted
by unfounded complaints by
her neighbor and wants to
know why,

Tom Gingerells told town-
ship ¢ouncil a propercty al 105
E. Mew York Ave., Villas, was
renled 1ooa woman and three
children about a vear ago, but
the houss seems o have 15
people there all the time. He
said the house has been the
location of an alleged gang
fight and other threatening
behavior.

Maureen Garcia lives in the
house she renta for herself
and her three children; a 17
yvear-old daughter who i= dis-
abled, and two sons, 14 and
gix. Garcia said her children

dan't generally leave the
homnge due 1o complainls from
Gingerello — the 14 year-old
vigils friends in North Cape
May when he goes cut.

Garcia  admitted having
gome problems while her
nephew stayed with her, She
had to come home from work
io chase a large group of kids
out of her house after her
friend alerted her to the sita-
ation. Her nephew was
arrested i April and 15 sl in
jail after he allegedly assault-
| police officers, Garcia said
she was the one who called
the police on ber nephew

On  Monday, Gingerello
described a siluation thatl has
gotten out of contral. He =aid
neighbors have seen a8 man
fully naked passed out on the
lawn amd & toples: woman
lying on a frampoline in the
hack yard. He said mualtiple
wehicles can be seen at the
house at anylime and there
are usually cars parked on
the front lawn, He said visi-
towa or residents of the howse

will drive over peoples’
lawmns, and the residents will
back through a neighbor's
properiy to unload groceres
at the back door.

Grarcia said if that hadd hap-
pened someone would have
called the police. She indicat-
ad it was less convenient to
carTy groceries in the back
door — it's a shorter walk
through the froml deor - a
door where a sign reading
“Hless this Hoose™ hangs

“They do whatever they
wanl,” Gingerello  sad,
“Abowt 20 or A0 Kids walked
across @ guy’s lawn, and when
he asid something they said
“We'll kill you'.”

Garcia's teenaged son said
b was cutling through anoth-
ar neighbor’s yard to get to
Mulligan Field, bul stoppecd
after the mneighbor com-
plained,

According to Wayne Harris,
who lives across he street
from Gingerello, the =ame

Please see House, Page AT

Reverend Davis retires from church

By LOTS SMITH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - A& man of sub-
stance, steadfast and firm in
his beliefs, teacher, leader,
are all af the things that
describe the man of the hour -
the Reverend Robert Odell
Davis.

O June 30, this powerful
leader in the community and
pastor, af the

Macedonia Baptist Church
for forty-seven wonderful
yvears, made the decision to
refire.

Reverend Davis, with all
that he is involved i, is a real
family man. His wife Carolyn
af Mifty years is always baslde
him. She has been the church
arganist for many years., A
beautiful, soft-spoken lady,
everyone admires her guiet
strength. His sons - he fond-
Iy refers to them as his
“hoys” - Robert Jr. and
Kendall, are the light of his
lifz. Two fine young men who
love their dad. It was with his
nssistance and insistence that
they bBoth have successfil
CATGETS.

There are two beaitilal

randchildren. Robert the

I, whoe recently graduated
high schocl and is contem-
plating college, and Miriah an
adorable young lady who
calls her granddad, “Op-
FPop”. Te many, the Reverond
Davis 18 & conlidante, broth-
er, uncle, father and a friend.
He has a big =0t spot, and
will express his emotions at
the drop of & hat. He can
make you cry when you don’t
feel like it.

Rev., Davis has been and
still 18 an advocate for black
history and black culture.
After retiving as a long-term
substitute teacher and disci-
plinarian at Sandman
Consolidated School for twen-
ty-five vears, e continies to
speak and educate young -
ple in area schools about
black culture and music.

Hiz home (= a show place of

authentic African art and
artifacts. There is seemingly
no  end o the beautiful
antique treassurcs that grace
every room in his home, Just
to =g the pride he has in
showing and talking about
them, gives you an idea how
passionate be 15 about it all
His love for music, particu-
larly the Negro spireitual, and
classics is very much a part of
iz life.

When he arrived in Cape
May to pastor Macedonia
Baptist Church. he immaedi-
ately developed, taught and
groomed the church choir
inta the Macedonian Singers.
It was thrilling for the con-
gregation and choir to have
the tenor soloist of the world
renown Wings Owver Jordan

Chalr to be their leader and
pastor. How lucky can you
get!

Rev. Davis has traveled all
over the country singing the
MNegro spiritual to huge audi-
ences, Including Carnegle
Hall. Under his direction and
tralning the choir gained
recognition as the only group
known fo be still singing the
MNegro spiritual in it's original
form. For forty-flve vears the

roup packed Cape May

‘anvention Hall with an
annual concert. This cccasion
will be mizsed on the last
Thursday in August this year.

All of the congregation will
misz “Davis,” as some fondly
referred to  him, every
Sunday morning, getting
ready for the morning serv-

Coartesy of Cope Publshing, inc.
Beverend Robert Odall Davis, center, sitting on the porch of the Chalfonte Hotel with wife Carolyn and
sons Robert, | and Kendall after being honored as a “"Cape May Lagend” two years ago. Reverand
Davis retred as the pastor of the Macedonia Bapost Church June 30,

ice, grecting everyone, wel-
coming visitors amd letting
them know that, “Macedonia
is the little church with o
great big heart, doing it°s it
for God, and we and God say
welcome”! They will miss
having him tum around and
tell one af the chalr members
to sing a special number, lis-
teming to INSpiFing sermons,
fellowships, and simply
catching up on each other and
the hnﬁ!{pm:i 5 of the past
week like finding owt who is
ill, or awaey - just community
Maws.

Those who live in this area
need not be reminded of a
true Cape May legend Bow,
Dravis has touched many lives

Pleasa see Davis, Page A7

Engineering firm
gets CM contract

Contract 1s Tor
geo-thermal design
for Convennon
Hall, Liteguard
Headguarers and
Public Works

By CHRISTOPHER S0OUTH
Cope May Star and Wore

CAPE MAY - On Tucsday,
City Council awarded a con-
tract to Gillan and Hartmann,
Inc. for mechanical engineer-
ing work related to providing
geo-thermal energy for the
new Convention Hall.

City Manager Bruce
MacLeod said the geo-ther-
@l would be in addition to
solar panels to be installed on
the rool of the new structure.
Gillan and Hartman, he said,

was contracted 1o design the
electrical and plumbing as
well as the renewable energy
aystems. He =aid the city has
applisd for a portion of 52.5
million the state made avail-
able  wnder  the  Local
Government Greenhouse Gas
Beduoction Program. The cily
has applied for S300.000
toward the cost of & gpeo-ther-
meal system. MacLeod =aid
The ity does nat have an esii-
mated cost of the total sys-
lem

City Council also awarded a
contract for & Solar
Photovoltaic System to Bay
Angelimi oul of Sewell o
inztall solar panelas on the
Lifepnard Headguarters ail
Beach and Grant Avenues,
and on the Public Works
building. MacLeod said the
amount of the contract s

PFlease see Firm, Page A7

Service offers drinkers
a DWI-free ride home

By CHRISTOFHER S0UTH
Cape May Star and Wawae

CAPE MAY - The Ugly
Mug tavern and restaurant is
the first drinking establish-
ment in Cape May to offer o
free shuttle service to its
clientele, relioving them of
the worry of losing their
license over a drunk driving
ticket.

Manager Dhwight
Dunbraces sald e and Ugly
Mug owner Mike Slawek
started talking about offering
the service, which Dunbraceo
sald is offered in many other

arts of the country, particu-
arly by large hotels,

“In Cape May a lot of people
don't want to drive in town
(after drinking) sand they
shouldnt,” Dunbraceo sand,

“The Mug,” as locals call it,
started the service last week,
offering free rides in an air-
part  shuttle  style  bus.
Dunbracce said the shuttle is
slated to rum from 9 pom. fo

about 3 a.m. runming on
Friday, Saturday and
“"Terrible Tuesdays."”

Tuesday at the Ugly Mug has
I-:H'JF been a night for s TW
with bar games and prizes,
such as special drink dis-
Connta.

Plaqse see Ride, Page A7



