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Cape May quiet in winter

Police report shows mostly property checks

By CHRISTOFHER SOUTH
Cixpe May Siar and Wave

CAPE MAY - A lot of peaple
know Ca May i= A guict
town in the winter, and a lot
of people wonder what the
police do during what are
considered the slow periods
af the year. It turms out much
af their time is spent protect-
ing propercty in Cape May,
monitoring traffic and assist-
ing fire and EMS services.

A review of the Cape May
Police Department's monthly

Surts for the first quarter
indicare they spend a lair
amount of time protocting
property, with motor vehicle
stops, EMS assists, respond-
ing to alarms, with assisting
the public rounding out the
top five,

The police did between 500
and property checks per
month, with the highest
amount coming in January

Pow wow

By CHRISTOPHER S0UTH
Cape May Star and Ware

LOWER TOWNSHIP - A
reprazentative of the
Manticoke Lenni-Lenape
Trikal Mation met with
Lower Township officials
last week to disgcuss hold-
ing a pow wow at the
Cape May County
Adrpart,

Urde Ridgeway of the tribkal
nation said the group was
looking for a pow wow site
and approached the township
about & location. The town-
ship sought and obtained per-
mlsslon from the Delaware
River and Bay Aothority to
uze some ol the aleport
grounds for the event, and on

Fisherman’s
Memorial
emphasis of

Harbor Fest

By CHRISTOPHER S0OUTH
Cope May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - The Harbor Fest plans to
play tribuie to those who make their living
an the seas surrounding Cape May, this year.
gat cofmmities meim-
ber Mark Allen of South Jersey Marina, the [&
sinking of the scallop boat Lady Mary has
rengwed concern for the safety of our local
Mabermen, and a special remembrance is
planned for Friday, June 19 st 7 p.m., which
includes a wreath laving and memaorial serv-
the Fisherman's Memorial
crewmembers died when the boat sunk,

According to Harkbor

ice at

March 24.

A service will be conducted by local clergy
and accompanicd by the Coast Guard band,
followed by a bonfive and fellowship at the §

nc_ar%‘ Nature Center.
Ln

near the Nature Center.

Om Saturday there will be a street festival
with prepared fresh sealond, lve estertain-
ment, street vendors, edoecational displays

crafts and art.

There will also be, according to Allen,
“Parhaps the most popalar of Satueday's

Please see Harbor Fesi, Page A2

Saturday, June 20, which is the second
annual celebration of seafood and song - the
seq, its culture, and its ecology. Most of the
land-based activitice will take place at or §
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Jennifer KoppdCope Moy Stor and Wove
The Fisherman’s Memorial on the harbor & a place dedicated w fisharmen lost at sea and their families. Many leave rib-
utes at the base of a stone marker bearing their names. Harbor Fest plans special activites durng Harbor Fest after the
recent sinking of the Lady Marye

DEP, Stockton have 45 days to work out agreement

Site may become an
environmental center
or Face demaolition

By CHRISTOPHER S0OUTH
Cope May Star and Wove

LOWER TOWNSHIF - The Now
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection and the Richard Stockton
College have agreed to work out a
splution in 45 days, allowing the col-
lege to establish an Environmental
Sgiences campus At the former
Ponderlodge.

If no agrecment is reached, demaoli-
fion could begin on remaining stric-
tures.

Stockton expressed interest in using
the approximately 250-nere site as a
satellife campus for environmental
studics and according to elected offi-
cials, the DEP is not opposed to the
idea.

However, according to State Sen.
Jeff Van Drow, the parties have to

(6197, tallying up 1,666 prop-  said.

come e terms that satisfy the use of
the property, which was purchased
with Green Acres funding.

“Basgdcally everybady agreed It's a
good idea and it should be explored. It
Wwas 4 very positive meeting, but it iz a
difficult challenge because the land
was purchased with Green Acres
money,” Van Drew said.

The sepator sald Green Acres funds
are used to purchase land to maintain
as open apace. Any development by
the college could viclate the condi-
thons of using Green Acres funding
unless an exemption is made,

“We have to wm-k aut & very special-
ized agreement,” he snid.

Van Drew's Cape May County office
was the site of @ meeting on May 15,
which included Stockton President
Herman J. Saatkamp Jr., Assistant
DEP Commissioner Amy Cradic,
Lower Township Mayor Mike Beck,
Deputy Mavor Kevin Lare and
Councilman Wayne Mazurek, as well
as tovwmship professionals and other
college representatives. By the end of
the meeting the parties vowed to

come to an agreement in 45 days or
the DEP would proceed with the dem-
alition of structures on what is now
considerad A atate Wildlire
Management Arca.

“They just have to work out the
technical details of it. The purpose of
Green Acres funding 5 o maintain
apen space. And they have to decide
what to do with the immediate site,”
he said.

Van Drew explained there are other
issues besides the main building,
which Stockton would like to rehabili-
tate for an educational building,
Thare 15 a swimming poal and other
dilapidated recreational facilities
needing to be removed,

“There is concern About the danger-
ous conditlen of bulldings and the
pool. 5o they have to work this out in
a im timely way,” he said.

Van Drew said the agreement would
include maintaining open space and
]r:-ubllc aecess to the grounds. The dif-

cult part, he =aid, is working through
the funding mechanisms. If all fails
the DEP is ready to award a contreact

erty checks in the lrst quar-
ter,

According to Captain
Robert Shechan, whe pre-
pares the moenthly police
report for tho J:it;-'.lfrnpcrtg'
checks are a mixed bag of
incidents,

“Many times peaple will
contact us and say they will
be away Croam this Hime to this
time and ask us to check on
thelr property. S0 we go ot
to check there are no break-
ins, mo broken pipes. We also
check businesses on the mall
to make sure they were not
broken into or just left open.”
he said.

Shochan snid the depart-
ment knows its serious calls
are limited, which is geod, so
the Cape May  Police
Department  has  become
service arfented,

“And the community
gxpects us to serve them,™ he

coming to airport

Mlay 28, Ridgeway,
Councilman Thomas Conrad,
assistant to the township
manager Eileen Kreis and

“Our event is more like @ food vendors
homecoming.”
— Urie Ridgeway

local resident Jane REoop vis-
ited the airport to find the
best location for the pow
WOW,

In the end, Ridgeway sald
he hoped to be able to use a
grassy area near the entrance
of the airport, which would be
vigible to passing traflic,

What the pow wow is

He aaid Cape May has also
come to the point where there
are more summer homes than
vear-round residences, and
peaple can take comfort in
the fact that the police will go
aut and check on thelr prop-

. He said a lot of people
did not eome around during
the winter and they might not
find a problem wntdl spring.
They can reguest the Cape
May Police to check on their
roperty and perhaps identi-
ﬁ_, a problem, such as a bro-
ken pipe, before it boocomes
T S2T10E,

“It started with collecting
emergency contact informa-
tion. That was a big help. If
peaple had a broken pipe in
the winter we might have to
look up the property owner
on & tax map and then find
Just a PLO. box. With this ays

Please see Police, Page AD

according o Ridgeway, is a
way of passing on Native
American culture to  the
yvoung. There are demonstra-
tiwons af music, dance,
handicrafts, as well as

“The pow wow actually
astarted as a spin off fram
the Wild West shows.”
Ridgeway aald. “Now it
incorporates a lot of tra-
dition and spiriivual aspects.
And it'es B way to introduece
the circle fo our young ones.
Often they don't learn about
being Indlan until the pow
wow."

Ridgewsay aald most MNative
Americans now live in urban

Please see Pow Wow, Page A2

WCM dedicates
garden to Reeves

‘Wast Cape May Elementary
School dedicated its communicy
garden to Gerry Reeves for his
many years of service and dedi-
catian wo the the school. Reaves
has been active st West Cape
May Elementary since the
1'%&0, Picowrad ar righe is Cindy
amilyk presentng a plague o
The students have
already harveseed Swiss chard,
lettsce, snow peas,
radishes and more. Considerad
a “comanunity garden” the ele-
mentary schoal is asking for
healp from communicy meambears
crver the sUmmer b maintain ic

Reaves,

scallions,

to demolish the buildings.

“Hopefully they'll ke steiking an
agrecment. The goal is worthy enough
that the effort, whether they succesd
or not, is worthwhile,” Van Drew said.

At Mondav's  Lower Township
Council meeting, Lare said the DEP
and Stockton would be meeting in
Trenton this week. He said Stockton
was ready to invest the money and the
DEFP supported the projoct, but
echoed Van Drew's remarks saving it
was & matter of working oot technical
aspects of the agreement. & decision,
he said, should be coming within the
next 3 days,

“We will know in a relatively short
perod of time,” he said,

Bock said he's afraid the buildings
would be demolished iF no agreement
is reached, but he acknowledged the
bulldings would have to go,

“Our concern is safety. You just
can't keep that bullding there,
Everything needs to be buttoned up -
put a fence around it or something,”
he said.

Jeninifer Kopp
Shor and YWive




