
FABULOUS CHEF DEMOS
Tuesday, March 16th St. Patrick's Day Demo
Friday, March 19th with Lorraine Ranalli

$50 pp includes an autographed copy of her book "GravyWars"

MONDAY,MARCH 22ND 6COURSEMEAL $50 PP
with Rocky Fino, author of the popular book "Will Cook for Sex"
&Mike Gile%o (as seen on the cooking channel ~ Chopped)

BloodyMary Sunday Brunch 10- 3 (not a bu6et)

Saturday LiveMusic with Bill Catarini
Check out Chef Geo0 in action at HawkHaven Friday, Feb. 26th

1246 Rt. 109 South • Cape May, NJ • Open 7 days dinner from 5 pm
(609) 898-0354 • www.CopperFishRestaurantNJ.net

Cape May Film Society

Upcoming Film Progams!

• Sunday, February 28, 2:00PM:
Extravaganza! A Busby Berkeley Film Retrospective

• Sunday, March 28, 2:00PM:
1939--Hollywood's Best Year!

Call 609-884-6700 or visit www.capemayfilm.org for details.

Cape May Film Festival: New Jersey's Favorite by People's Choice Award!

Congress Hall Harrison Room, Cape May
Enjoy lunch at the Blue Pig Tavern Beforehand!

Here’s an idea.

Buy your
loved one

a subscription
to the

Cape May
Star and Wave.

Call
(609) 884-3466.

AART’s 
Cape May Taxi
www.capemaytaxi.com

We’re on your side

C

CALL 898-RIDE
(898-7433)

•safe and reliable
• All local communities
•clean, comfortable

•airports 
•local and distance
•child safety seats

Crazy Heart R: 12:15, 2:30, 5:00, 7:50, 10:15
Shutter Island R: 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00
The Tooth Fairy PG: 2:40, 5:00
Cop Out R: 12:00, 2:15, 5:10, 7:30, 9:50
Avatar 3D PG13: 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:55
Dear John PG13: 12:50, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45
TheWolfman R: 12:15, 7:20, 9:30
Valentine’s Day PG13: 12:10, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15
Percy Jackson & The Olympians PG: 12:00, 2:30, 4:45,

7:10, 9:50

New Sony 4K Digital Projection and Real D 3D
Additional Surcharge OnAll 3D Features

RIO STADIUM 14 • 609-889-4799
RTE 47 AND RTE 9
KMART PLAZA

www.franktheatres.com

Fri.,2/26, 2010 to Thurs. 3/4, 2010

19 Jackson Street
CapeMay, NJ
609-884-5970

www.madbatter.com

OPEN WEEKENDS
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Happy Hour
Earlybirds & Music

MAD
BATTER
Restaurant

156 Years Old     1854-2010
600 Park Blvd., #28, 

West Cape May,
New Jersey 08204
USPS No. 519-020

PHONE: 609-884-3466   
FAX: 609-884-2893

Entered at Post Office in
Pleasantville NJ 08232 as a periodical

SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: By mail in

Cape May County: $22; 

East of Mississippi: $25; 

West of Mississippi: $29. Mail sub-

scriptions paid in advance.

Newsstand price$ .50 per copy.

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE:

Weekly, every Thursday.

POSTMASTER:

Send address change to Cape May

Star and Wave, 600 Park Blvd. #28,

West Cape May, NJ 08204.

ASSISTANCE:

For information on starting mail

home delivery of the Cape May Star

and Wave, call 884-3466 weekdays

from 9 am to 5 pm.

www.starandwave.com

cmstarwave@comcast.net
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has occurred since the county
took over control of the
bridge.

“We have deterioration on
the actual girders that was
not apparent when they did
the inspection in 2006, but
have become more apparent
as they’ve delved into the
inspection of this,” Foster
said.

According to Foster, the
county doesn’t have adequate
information on the damage to
the bridge’s substructure and
has conducted a testing pro-
gram to determine the depth
and strength of the piles and
load bearing capabilities.

Foster said the county
would also need to undertake
soil borings around the
bridge.

“It’s very expensive to go
out with a barge and take soil
borings in the waterway.
Because the bridge is not
strong enough to support the

boring rigs we can’t go out on
the bridge and do the borings
from the bridge simply
because the bridge cannot
support the trucks,”  

County Bridge Commission
Executive Director Stephen
O’Connor said the county
could fund $32 million in
improvements that would
increase the bridge’s life to 20
years and cost $800,000 annu-
ally for 25 years. 

The other option would be
extensive repairs that would
increase the bridge’s life to 50
years and cost $43 million. 

Cape May County
Freeholder Director Daniel
Beyel said the county would
have to decide by the end of
the year whether to repair the
bridge.

He said the state would pay
60 percent and the county 40
percent of the replacement
under an agreement with the
DOT. User fees would pay for
the county’s share. 

“That bridge is 80 years

old. The Department of
Transportation and county
engineer would tell you that
the normal life of a bridge
deck is 50 years. The original
proposal was to extend that
life 15 years. We have very
grave doubts about the feasi-
bility and practicality of
doing such,” Beyel said.

Beyel said the deck of the
Beesley’s Point Bridge is
“one of the worst areas you
visibly see.” He said the
speed limit on the bridge had
to be reduced to 25 mph. 

The Beesley’s Point Bridge
carried 1.7 million vehicles
each year when it was open to
traffic. 

Beyel said the bridge was
important for tourism traffic,
as an economic link for the
region, for emergency vehi-
cles transporting patients to
Shore Memorial Hospital in
Somers Point and as an evac-
uation route for natural disas-
ters. 

“Things have changed dra-

matically in the area with
new businesses in Atlantic
City and we have more people
traveling now to different
positions. This is a regional
transportation issue when it
comes to what needs to be
done,” Beyel said. 

According to Beyel, it would
cost $80 million to design and
build a similar bridge. For a
high-rise fixed non-movable
bridge similar to one on the
Garden State Parkway that
spans the Great Egg Harbor
Bay, the cost jumps to $140
million. Adding extra lanes to
the existing parkway bridge
to accommodate additional
traffic would cost $100 mil-
lion, Beyel said. 

First District state Sen. Jeff
Van Drew said the Beesley’s
Point Bridge is a vital evacu-
ation route for Cape May
County. 

“The State of New Jersey is
spending a great deal of
money all over this state on
many projects. I’ve always

believed we need more atten-
tion paid to South Jersey on
certain projects and safety
issues. This is one of them,”
Van Drew said. 

John Withers, New Jersey
Turnpike Authority supervis-
ing engineer, outlined the
state’s proposed improve-
ments for the Garden State
Parkway in Cape May
County, including replacing
signalized intersections with
interchanges at Shell Bay
Avenue, Stone Harbor
Boulevard and Crest Haven
Road.  

The interchanges would
replace signalized intersec-
tions on the Garden State
Parkway with ramps and
overpasses. 

Preliminary design on the
interchanges is slated for
May, and the complete final
design is expected by
December. Construction for
the interchanges begins in
May 2011 with a completion
date of May 2013. 

Other county projects

Foster presented an
overview of county projects
for its bridges and roadways. 

The Cape May County
Bridge Painting Program is
funded by $4.1 million from
the 2009 American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act. The
project begins this spring and
is slated for completion in
July of 2011 and will target
the Ocean Drive Bridge over
Grassy Sound and the Ocean
Drive Bridge over Townsends
Inlet. Underlying paint on the
bridges will be removed and
an organic epoxy three-coat
paint system will be applied.

Resurfacing improvements
for Landis Avenue in Sea isle
City will begin this spring,
with $751,000 of roadway
improvements from JFK
Boulevard to 54th Street,
Foster said.

Continued fron page A1

250 solar panels on the roof
and taps into geothermal
energy for heating and cool-
ing. The new design also
includes redirecting storm
water from the roof to the
landscaping. 

The building, which is on
the oceanfront, is designed to
withstand winds of 120 mph
and is strong enough to stand
up to the 24 to 30 inches of
snow from recent snow-
storms. 

An 8 to 12-foot wide walk-
way around the new structure
is going to be made of wood,
as requested by NJDEP. The
original design called for con-
crete. 

Due to the move, the city
will lose some parking in
front of Convention Hall, but
according to Mahaney, the
city was going to lose that
parking anyway. The new

design calls for an emergency
ramp in front of the building,
wide enough for vehicles to
gain access to the

Promenade.
“But given the new 60-

degree angled parking we
will be picking up most of

those spaces very nearby,”
Mahaney said.

The new parking proposal
calls for back-in angled park-
ing spaces in wider sections
of Beach Avenue. Some peo-
ple have raised concerns
about this kind of parking,
but Mahaney said it’s time to
try it. 

“Bob Smith and I have
looked at it. Philadelphia uses
it in some locations,” he said,
naming Oregon Avenue in
South Philadelphia as an
example. Smith is the public
works supervisor.

“And the county endorses
it,” he said.  

Mahaney said the angled
parking would only be on the
ocean side and there will be
the more traditional types of
parking spaces nearby for
people who can’t adjust to the
idea of backing into an angled
parking space. The new park-
ing space system will be in

effect for the summer. 
Mahaney also said the city

advertised for bids for the
demolition and new construc-
tion of Convention Hall. As of
Monday, any contractor could
purchase a disc for $25,
which has all specifications
for the project. Mahaney said
five major contractors had
picked up discs, and they
were expecting 20 to 25 con-
tractors to bid on March 18.
The city anticipates awarding
a bid one week later, around
March 31, and starting the
construction by April 14. The
projected completion day is
May 27, 2011 – the Friday
morning of Memorial Day
weekend.

Courtesty of Kimmel-Bogrette Architecture 
Above is a new rendering of the Cape May Convention Hall design
as prepared by Kimmel-Bogrette Architects, Inc. The new design of
the $10.5 million project is 24 feet closer to Beach Avenue. 


