
Cape May community loses a powerful beacon

Citizens will bear
no cost for the
code summons
By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY POINT – The
Borough of Cape May Point
had its code enforcement offi-
cer issue the borough a sum-
mons for violating its ordi-
nance regarding trash cans. 

At the Aug. 11 commission-
ers meeting, Commissioner
Anita Van Heeswyk said the
borough had been made
aware of the violation by res-
ident Walter Greame, 91, who
was cited on July 19 for not
bringing in his trash cans on
time. The borough does not
allow cans to be placed out
for Monday morning pick-up
earlier than 3 p.m. Sunday.
Cans must then be removed
from the street by 7 p.m.
Monday. Greame was cited

early Tuesday morning,
roughly 12 hours past the
deadline. Greame said he suf-
fers from congestive heart
failure, and the person who
normally gathers his cans
was not available that day.
Subsequent to being cited,
Greame noticed trash cans
were put out early along the
curb outside Borough Hall. 

Van Heeswyk said the life-
guards thought they were
doing the borough a favor by
putting the trashcans out,
which were spotted and pho-
tographed by Greame. A
photo ran in last week’s edi-
tion of the Star and Wave. 

Van Heeswyck said after
learning of the infraction, she
called the municipal judge
and asked if the municipality
could issue a summons to
itself and plead guilty. Judge
Louis Visalli said it was pos-
sible, and a summons was
written. 

“The borough takes its ordi
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Point has ticket
issued to self
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Decisions at the West Cape May Farmers Market
Above right in the photo, a woman seems to ponder whether or not she wants to purchase a basket
of fresh tomatoes at the West Cape May Farmers Market. The table includes a nice selection of pro-
duce, including nectarines, blueberries, and two varieties of tomatoes. See more photos on page
A12.

Cape Ma WaveStar
The community
says goodbye
and Semper Fi
to a beloved
educator

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

ERMA – Much of the com-
munity came together
Monday night at the Richard
M. Teitelman Middle School
to mourn the loss of a beloved
teacher, principal, Marine,
friend and family man.

Eugene F. “Gene” Sole, 48,
principal of the Richard M.
Teitelman School, passed
away at his home last
Thursday after a long and
hard-fought battle with can-
cer. His friends and former
colleagues had nothing but
good things to say about Sole,
whether it was about his com-
mitted service to his country
and community or dedication
to his family and students
throughout the years. 

Retired physical education
teacher, John Wilsey Jr.

taught in the Lower Cape
May Regional High School
for 33 years and became a
very close friend to Sole dur-
ing that time.

“Gene had a very dry sense
of humor, which I really

liked,” Wilsey said. “He was a
great guy to work with, when
he was a teacher and a princi-
pal.”

Wilsey said he truly
admired Sole’s courage
throughout his fight with can-

cer. He said Sole never want-
ed to be treated any different-
ly because of it.

“He never gave up, he was a
fighter and despite the can-
cer, he always wanted to be
treated the same,” he said.
“He was very humble.”

Around 10 years ago, Sole
started singing in “Old
School,” a band formed by
former and current teachers,
which Wilsey was a part of.

Fellow educator, Jim
Colubiale referred to Sole as
the “original front man,” and
said Sole used to sing for
them when the teachers
would perform at the school.
Colubiale still sings and plays
guitar for “Old School.” He
said he would like to dedicate
their show at the West Cape
May Farmers Market next
Tuesday to Sole’s memory. 

He said there were times
Sole would even dress up, get
on stage and take part in per-
formances like “The Blues
Brothers” for the students.

“He was a funny guy and
the kids loved him,”
Colubiale said. “Sometimes,
when he was deployed over-
seas he wouldn’t be able to
join us. But when he was able
to, he always came up and
sang. He was great.”

Colubiale said one of his
fondest memories of Sole was
when they were coaching jun-
ior varsity soccer together at
Lower Cape May Regional.
They held a spaghetti dinner
at Colubiale’s home with the
varsity team and Sole had the
idea of playing a joke on for-
mer varsity coach, Dave
Smith. He said at the time,
Gene’s son, Tyler, was very
young and Sole introduced
him to Smith as “Steve.”
Throughout the entire dinner,
Smith called Tyler by the
wrong name and couldn’t
understand why the toddler
was ignoring him. Colubiale
said Sole was laughing the
whole time. 

He said Smith finally
worked up the courage to
approach Sole and say he
should have his son’s hearing
checked because he was con-
cerned about the child not
hearing or acknowledging
him.

“Gene looked at him and
said ‘He might hear you if you
called him by the right name.’
We all started laughing so
hard. That was just Gene’s
sense of humor. He loved jok-
ing around with people,” 

Please see Beacon, page A2

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY – The
regular meeting of the West
Cape May Board of
Commissioners began quite
differently than usual as the
Volunteer Fire Company pre-
sented a meritorious award
and medal to Deputy Fire
Chief Steven Nelson. 

The VFC started the cere-
mony by giving certificates of
appreciation to Public Safety
Commissioner Ramsey Geyer
and its fellow departments
and companies on Cape
Island. The Cape May and
Cape May Point Volunteer
Fire Companies, the U.S.
Coast Guard Fire
Department and the Town
Bank Volunteer Fire
Company were all given the
certificates because of their
cooperation and mutual aid
assistance they’ve provided
through the years. However,
Nelson was not expecting
what happened next. 

The VFC awarded Nelson

with a meritorious award and
gave the responsibility of pin-
ning on the medal to his wife,
Christine. He was given this

high honor for actions he had
taken at a structure fire on 

Please see Nelson, page A10

Nelson honored by fire company By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY – Father
Jim Collins started drawing
and painting when he was a
child. When he was old
enough, he started asking for
art supplies for Christmas
rather than toys. Now, at 73,
he is having his first art show. 

Collins interest in art at
developed over the years;
however, his studies and
vocation took him on a much
different path. 

Collins won several awards
for his artwork as an eighth
grade student at St. Callistus.
He said his parents had
always encouraged his art, as
did the Sisters of St. Joseph.
He said his father was some-
thing of an artist as well. 

Collins entered high school
in Philadelphia, and at 16 he
entered St. Charles Seminary.
He put his talents to use on
the high school newspaper
and later at the seminary,
doing work for a literary jour-
nal and painting scenery for
shows. However, his religious
studies took over his life, and
his art faded into the back-

ground. 
Collins went to Rome to

study, and was ordained in
1964. He returned to
Philadelphia, teaching at
Roman Catholic High School
for a year, before being sent
back to Rome to study for a
doctorate. He spent about 10
years in Italy completing his
studies. 

After completing his doctor-
ate he returned to teaching
high school for another eight
years. He was then assigned
to teach at Holy Family
College (now University)

where he spent the next 35
years teaching Theology. 

Collins went on to write four
books on Dante.

All of this caused him to
forgo his artwork, but after
taking a cruise in 2007 that
originated in Venice, he was
inspired to take up painting
again. 

“I was just overwhelmed by
the beauty there,” he said. 

Collins took numerous pho-
tographs in Venice and other
parts of Italy, and he used 

Please see Art, page A2

After 60 years, Fr. Jim’s first art show
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CMBP wins Cape Atlantic Women’s Lifeguard title

By KRISTEN KELLEHER
Sentinel staff

VENTNOR – The Cape May 
Beach Patrol won its first 
team title in the history of 
the 17-year-old Cape Atlantic 
Women’s Lifeguard Invita-
tional Aug. 10, to the enthusi-
ast response and surprise of 
the patrol. 

“I thought we could go top 
three because we have al-
ready have (this season),” 
said Cape May rower Patrice 
Back. “I just didn’t really 
dream of first.” 

Cape May did not win any 
of the night’s four events, 
but scored in each one. The 
Cape Atlantic lineup included 
the doubles row, singles row, 
swim and surf dash, and scor-
ing was awarded on a 5-4-3-2-
1 point system.   

Back and her partner, 
MaryGrace Maggiano, took 
second in the doubles row 
with a time of 13:52. They 
finished 34 seconds behind 
Atlantic City’s Macey Miller 
and Mallory Sykes who won 
in 13:18. 

Miller has picked up wins 
in the Ocean City Women’s 
Invitational and the Dutch 
Hoffman Memorial Lifeguard 
Rowing Championships in 
her first year rowing for the 
ACBP. 

Miller and Sykes have nev-
er competed together for the 
beach patrol, but rowed to-
gether for Atlantic City High 
School before their 2009 
graduation. Sykes is a veter-
an rowing competitor for the 
ACBP. Miller rows for Syra-
cuse University. 

“We kind of clicked right off 
the start,” Sykes said. “Our 
start was awesome. Right af-
ter the start I knew it was go-
ing to be a good race.” 

Sea Isle City’s Colleen Smith 
and Becky Lederer were third 
in 13:57. Ocean City’s Emma 
Elmer and Rachel Boudart 
took fourth and Ventnor’s 
Meghan Holland and Paige 
Howarth were fifth. 

Wildwood Crest’s Greta 
Reichert took the swim at 
9:23, one second ahead of 
Ocean City Beach Patrol’s 
Erin Curry, who was second. 
Reichert competed in the 

swim as a rookie in 2008 and 
did not compete in 2009 or 
2010. Reichert returned this 
summer.    

Mackenzie Howarth was 
third in 9:28, Cape May’s Me-
lissa Hessler was fourth, and 
Sea Isle City’s Chelsea Martin 
was fifth.  

Reichert was a few body 
lengths ahead of the pack 
coming into the finish. Wave 
conditions were flat without 
much pull from the current, 
Reichert said. 

“It’s really nice to go out 
with a win,” Reichert said. 
This season has “been good. 
Winning the first race was re-
ally exciting because I quit 
swimming for a while... I was 
motivated.”  

Kelly Bainbridge, who has 
volleyed with Miller for first 
in the singles row this sea-
son, pulled out a win with 10 
seconds to spare. Bainbridge 
finished in 4:22 and Macey 
Miller was second in 4:32.  

Cape May’s Patrice Back 
was third at 4:40, Ventnor’s 
Meghan Holland was fourth 
and Margate’s Danielle 
Fournier was fifth. 

“It was a short race so I 
knew the start would be im-
portant,” Bainbridge said. 
Bainbridge, a Stone Harbor 
lifeguard, has been one of the 
top rowers in South Jersey 
over the past few seasons. 

Bainbridge said that a close 
singles row at the Dutch 
Hoffmans motivated her at 
the Cape Atlantic Women’s. 
Bainbridge took second place 
to Macey Miller.  

“Macey was great competi-
tion this year,” Bainbridge 
said. “Dutch Hoffman’s was a 
close one. I wanted to come 
back strong.” 

Cape May and Atlantic City 
were tied with 9 points before 
the final event, the surf dash. 

Wildwood Crest’s team of 
Leeny Tarnowski, Gabby 
Szlachta-McGinn, Christina 
Caroulis and Rose Brenner 
were way ahead of most 
teams after the second runner 
entered the water, but Sea 
Isle City stayed competitive 
with the Crest.   

Wildwood Crest was first, 
Sea Isle City’s Kelsey Do-
nahue, Shannon Johnson, 

Becky Lederer and Jessie 
Emanuel was second. Cape 
May’s surf dash squad put the 
team over the top with third 

place points from Angela 
Monaghan, Kelsey Herchen-
rider, Meghan O’Leary and 
Max Van Dyke. Ventnor was 
fourth with Lisa Jones, Paige 
Howarth, Mackenzie How-
arth and Meghan Holland. At-
lantic City was fifth.  

“We go in with a willing-
ness to win,” said the Crest’s 
Szlachta-McGinn.  

Cape May finished first 
with 12 points for the team 
title. Atlantic City earned 10 
points for second place and 
Wildwood Crest, also with 10 
points, finished in third place. 
Scores from the doubles row 
are used as tiebreakers if 
teams earn the same num-

ber of points. Sea Isle City 
was fourth with 8 points and 
defending champion Ventnor 
was fifth with 8 points. The 
defending champ hosted the 
event.

“It’s unbelievable,” O’Leary 
said about the team win.   

“I’m on air,” Back said. “I 
think for being the underdogs, 
we never counted ourselves 

out. We were going for first 
every time.”

Back, who has been a Cape 
May lifeguard for 19 years, 
said she believed it was the 
first time the women have 
won a team title during her 
tenure.

David Nahan/Star and Wave
The Cape May Beach Patrol 
women hold their championship 
trophy after winning the 2011 
Cape Atlantic Women’s Invita-
tional Aug. 10 in Ventnor. From 
left are Max Van Dyke, Kelsey 
Herchenrider, Meghan O’Leary, 
MaryGrace Maggiano, Angela 
Monaghan, Melissa Hessler, and 
Patrice Back. At far right, Wild-
wood Crest swimmer Greta 
Reichert wins the swim. At 
near right, Cape May’s Hessler 
places in the swim. At bottom 
right, Wildwood Crest’s surf 
dash team won the event. From 
left are Gabby Szlachta-McGinn, 
Leeny Tarnowski, Christina Ca-
roulis and Rose Brenner. 

Cape May’s first championship
in history of South Jersey event

David Nahan/Star and Wave

South Jersey champions
Wildwood Crest lifeguard John Maloy, left, wins the swim at the 2011 South Jersey Lifeguard Cham-
pionship Friday, Aug. 12, in Margate. Erich Wolf, above right, won the singles row title. At top, Cape 
May lifeguard Tom Medvecky, is second in the swim. Margate’s Ashton Funk and Chuck Gowdy won 
the doubles title, but the Ocean City Beach Patrol won the team championship and will host in 2012.

High              Low
A.M.   P.M.   A.M.   P.M.

17  10:59  11:12    4:37    4:58
18  11:35  11:49    5:10    5:40
19  12:14    5:44    6:24
20  12:29  12:58    6:21    7:15
21    1:15    1:48    7:03    8:13
22    2:10    2:46    7:54    9:16
23    3:14    3:48    9:55   11:12

Moon Phases
New Moon, Aug. 1,30
First Quarter, Aug. 8
Full Moon, Aug. 15

Last Quarter, Aug. 23
Perigee, Aug. 7
Apogee, Aug. 21

TIDES
August 2011

Eastern Standard Time

Gene Sole is shown above as his family wished to have him remem-
bered. Sole was an educator, the principal of the Richard M.
Teitelman School, a retired Marine/Marine Reserve Lt. Col., and a
Boy Scout Leader. Photo courtesy of the Sole Family.

Cain Chamberlin/Cape May Star and Wave
Above, West Cape May Deputy Fire Chief Steven Nelson has a
meritorious service medal pinned on by his wife, Christine. Nelson
was recognized for coming to the aid of a fellow firefighter.

           


