
Prosecutor said ‘sunshine law’ violated in LT

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY COURT
HOUSE – A new program is
in the works at the Cape May
County Correctional Center
called “Jail – It’s not for me,”
which shows teenagers 13 to
17 an average day in prison
as an inmate – including hav-

ing an inmate’s meal. 
County Sheriff Gary

Schaffer said a number of
stakeholders such as judges,
the Youth Advisory
Commission and the
Prosecutor’s Office, banded
together and brainstormed
some ideas to create a new
juvenile awareness program.
This new program aims to
educate the younger offend-
ers about wrong choices, con-
sequences and harsh experi-
ences within a prison setting.
Schaffer said they chose to go
in a different direction as the

“Scared Straight Program,”
which allows juveniles to look
into the daily routine of a
prisoner in a state correction-
al facility, commonly serving
a life sentence. 

“We have around 300 peo-
ple come in and 300 people go
out every month,” he said.
“An inmate spends an aver-
age of 26 days in this facility

– so that program wouldn’t
really work.”

In the “Jail –It’s not for me”
program, the juveniles will be
picked up in the early morn-
ing by a Sheriff’s transport
van and taken to the correc-
tional facility. There, they
will wear a special jumpsuit
over their clothes, different
from the actual inmates and
take a walk through the pro-
cessing of a prisoner.
Schaffer said every prisoner
is documented and medically 
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New program gives
local youths a taste
of jail life – literally
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Lower Cape May Regional graduates Class of 2011
Lower Cape May Regional High School held its commencement ceremony for the Class of 2011, June
16. The ceremony had an air of celebration as the graduates received their diplomas under mostly clear
skies, which is in itself worth celebrating. See more photos on pages A 10 and A11.

Cape Ma WaveStar
By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWNSHIP – Cape
May County Prosecutor
Robert Taylor sent a letter to
the Lower Township Mayor
and Council telling them a
particular email string violat-
ed the Open Public Meetings
Act. 

Taylor wrote his letter,
dated June 9, in response to a
complaint filed by Villas resi-
dent Joe Winters. Winters
wrote to Taylor on Dec. 28,
2010, and informed the prose-
cutor about an email string
discussing an ad for a new
township manager. He said
Deputy Mayor Kevin Lare

circulated an email to other
members of council to get
their response to an ad he
composed. Mayor Mike Beck
and newly elected
Councilman Eric Simonsen
did not respond to the emails. 

On Dec. 9, 2010, Lare
addressed an email to
Township Clerk Claudia

Kammer, saying, “Claudia –
would you please circulate
(the ad) with council and if
the majority is ok post it in
the Herald tomorrow and
league website along with our
website? Thank you.”

Taylor included his evalua-
tion of Lare’s email, saying,
“The Deputy Mayor was basi-

cally asking for a vote or pos-
itive response from a majori-
ty of Council to approve the
ad (including qualifications
of Township Manager) and
posting it in the Herald and
on web sites. 

This was a violation of the
Open Public Meetings Act.
Any discussion or vote on
qualifications for the
Township Manager position
should have been done in
public for potential public or
media input. As a result of the
violation the public did not
have any notice and was
deprived of an opportunity to
comment on the proposed
qualifications or deadline for
submission of resumes.”

The ad discussed on
Thursday, Dec. 9, 2010 would
have appeared in the
Wednesday, Dec. 15, edition
of the local paper, and had a
cut off date for receiving
resumes of Dec. 17, 2010. 

Taylor wrote that he consid-
ered this violation more dis-
turbing because some Lower
Township Council members
had been previously advised
to avoid using emails to dis-
cuss township business and
communicate decisions
among a majority of council. 

Mayor Mike Beck took issue
with the ad, which resulted in
the hiring of Township 
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‘This was a violation of the Open
Public Meetings Act.”

–Robert L. Taylor, 
County Prosecutor

‘At the end we want to ask them, ‘So,
do you think you could spend the
next two years of your life, like you
did today?’ – It should be a real eye
opener.’

–Sheriff Gary Schaffer

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY – After a
lengthy off–season of hard
work and preparation, the
Greater Cape May Historical
Society opened up the
Memucan Hughes Colonial
House Museum for the sum-
mer last Wednesday.

The museum, located at 643
1/2 Washington Street behind
Alexander’s Inn, is featuring
a special new exhibit called
“Changing Cape May.” The
exhibit is open Tuesdays
through Saturdays, 1 to 4
p.m., through Sept. 15, and by
appointment, Museum
Director Bruce Tell said.

The exhibit takes a look at
the city before and after
urban renewal, with a collec-
tion of new and old photos the
society has gathered. A por-
tion of the photos came from
Historical Society President
Harry Bellangy, whose great
grandfather owned a barber-

shop in Cape May until 1949. 
Tell said many of the photos

came from the Historical
Society Haywood Brown col-
lection and local resident
Walter Campbell who recent-
ly passed away. 

Past and present aerial and
architectural photographs of
the city dating back to the
late 1800s show Cape May in
a much different light, and
show how much it’s changed
over the years. 

“We like to do a different
exhibit each year,” Bellangy
said. “It was a big decision
picking out which photos to
use from the collections.”

A recent addition to the
museum display is a copy of
the Declaration of
Independence, printed on the
original 18th century Dutch
paper used by John Dunlap in
1776. Bellangy said Judge
Frank Visser from the
Netherlands, donated the 
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Colonial House now open

Being valedictorian is a
family affair in WCM
By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY  – In
2008, Lindsay Vendetta grad-
uated from Lower Cape May
Regional High School as class
valedictorian. 

Three years later, her
brother Taylor Vendetta was
named valedictorian for
LCMR’s Class of 2011. 

And while Lindsay has fin-
ished three years at the
University of South Carolina,
and is looking ahead to grad-
uating and entering medical
school, Taylor has been
accepted to the U.S. Naval
Academy at Annapolis, Md. 

Besides having the same
parents, both Vendetta kids
started their school at Our
Lady Star of the Sea, which
was closed last year due to
school consolidation efforts. 

Lindsay left Star of the Sea
and went to the Teitelman
Middle School for seventh
and eighth grade, before
going on to be valedictorian
at Lower. Coincidentally, the
same year, two other Star of
the Sea products, Keely
Weinberger and Devon
Parker were named valedic-
torian at Cape May County
Technical High School and
Wildwood Catholic High
School, respectively. 

Taylor attended Our Lady
Star of the Sea through grade
4, then went to West Cape

May Elementary for fifth and
sixth grade. It’s there where
he felt he first started to excel
academically. The teachers
he remembers most from
WCM Elementary are Ms.
Warner (now Paige Calabro)
and Ms. Horvath. 

Like his sister, Taylor went
on to the Teitelman School,
and then Lower Cape May
Regional. 

“My mom never thought I
would go to Lower, but that
changed,” Taylor said, “and I
had a good run with a few
teachers I thought were
great.”

Vendetta singled out sever-
al Lower Cape May Regional
teachers he considered to be
an influence, such as his cal
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SPORTS
Harbor Fest Photos, B1

Globetrotter visits 
Tony Luke’s , B1

Fishing on the 
Hooked Up II, B2

Lou Rodia’s 
Fishing Report, B3

CAPE MAY
Community Events, A4

INSIDE

High           Low
A.M. P.M.   A.M.  P.M.

22  1:11  1:55   7:26    7:50
23  2:00  2:46   8:09    8:47
24  2:53  3:37   8:54    9:46
25  3:48  4:28   9:40    10:43
26  4:43  5:18   10:26   11:35
27  5:36  6:04   11:13         
28  6:27  6:49   12:24   12:01
29  7:14  7:32   1:09     12:45

Moon Phases
New Moon, June 3

First Quarter, June 10
Full Moon, June 17

Last Quarter, June 24
Perigee, June 15
Apogee, June 27

TIDES
June 2011

Eastern Standard Time
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Taylor Vendetta is shown above giving his valedictory speech at the
Lower Cape May Regional High School graduation last week.
Vendetta will be attending the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis.  
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Harry Bellangy and Bruce Tell of
the Historical Society.

             


