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She said the harbor is a
prime location for commercial and recreational fishing,
boating activities and attraction for tourists of Cape May,
making it a big contributor to
the local economy. According
to Whitman, Cape May is the
second largest commercial
fishing area on the East
Coast.
Since Harbor Fest began,
the Nature Center has always
kept the educational standpoint it exercises year round
and provides activities during
the festival, teaching children
and adults the ecological and
economical importance of the
harbor. On Saturday during
Harbor Fest, the Nature
Center will have a large tent
set up with an exhibit inside
pertaining to commercial
According
to
fishing.
Whitman, the exhibit will
highlight and focus on three
species – squids, scallops and
surf clams.
“This is our first year doing
an exhibit this big,” she said.
“It’s sort of like a version of
the ‘Deadliest Catch’.”
The exhibit will provide
information about the animal
itself, its history in Cape May,
its biology and of course, how
to cook it. The focus on scallops ties in with another
activity featured at Harbor
Fest, which is the Scallop
Challenge, where local Cape
May restaurant chefs com-

pete for the best recipe and
preparation of these seafood
delights.
Whitman said she is also in
the process of setting up an
exhibit featuring historical
photos of the harbor. She said
anyone who is willing to display some photos in the
exhibit is more than welcome
to bring them by the Nature
Center before the festival.
The Paddle for a Purpose
presented by Aqua Trails
Kayak Tours is another event
the Nature Center has in store
for Harbor Fest. Money
raised from the activity will
go to the ‘Good Neighbors
Fund,’ which provides a yearly scholarship for children of
U.S. Coast Guard personnel.
“They are our neighbors,
and we want to help them out
as much as they help us,”
Whitman said.
The Nature Center has been
neighboring the Coast Guard
Base and overlooking the harbor since 1991, when it was
established following an
effort to stop a proposed
development project in the
area, which would have created over 200 condominiums
and an additional marina.
Whitman said local citizens
banded together in the late
80s and fought the process.
They eventually received a
grant from the Green Acres
Program and purchased the
18 acres of property on the
southern shoreline from the
developer.
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Above, a Blessing of the Water ceremony from last year’s Harbor Fest. Above right, Harbor Fest as seen from the Nature Center of Cape May.
Local resident and chairof
the
city’s
person
Environmental Committee,
Charlotte Todd had the idea
to use the buildings already
on the property for the
Nature Center. As the main
building, the staff originally
used what is now the education hall, named after and
dedicated to Todd. Next door
to it was the Trucksess family
house, which had been abandoned and needed a lot of
work according to Whitman.
The members and volunteers of the Nature Center
always had plans to renovate
the Trucksess house for years
because of the need for more
space, and in the fall of 2007,
brought the dream to fruition.
They had raised money for
five years and invested

$400,000 into renovating the
building, making it what it is
today. This happened just
after
the
New
Jersey
Audubon Society adopted the
Nature Center in 1996.
Several architectural and
decorative donations were
made as well, such as the
mural in the gift shop, paintby
artist
James
ed
McLaughlin
of
Painted
Pastimes. One of the most
intriguing aspects of the renovated Nature Center, or
Trucksess house is the
O’Neill Tower, featuring a
stunning panoramic view of
the harbor. The tower was
named after Jeannie and
Michael O’Neill who made a
very generous donation to the
Nature Center’s efforts.
“This truly is a community

center,” she said. “We couldn’t survive without our volunteers and community support.”
Whitman, the only full–time
employee, said there are over
100 volunteers who help out
with the Nature Center, running the gift shop, organizing
events and teaching the classes and programs the center
provides. Whitman said during the summer camp programs, there can be anywhere from 75 to 100 kids per
day at the center, so volunteer help is always needed.
She said there are many
more ideas and desires for
the Nature Center. Future
plans involve a new furnace
and adding to the center’s 14
roof-mounted solar panels.
Whitman would also like a

new mascot for the animal
center – an octopus. The center already has numerous fish
and horseshoe crabs for educational programs, but she
thinks a pet octopus would
really complete the picture.
Whitman hopes the annual
Harbor Fest, educational programs and nearby events will
bring more attention to the
Nature Center in the future.
She said even though they’ve
been in the same location for
20 years, there are still many
tourists and even residents
who have very little knowledge of its existence.
“I commonly refer to us as
Cape May’s best kept secret,”
she said.

license with the minimum bid
being $700,000, sold for just
over $1 million.
When the referendum was
done in West Cape May several years ago, Wallace said
the minimum bids set for the
borough were $650,000 for
the consumption license and
$750,000 for the distribution.
Burke said the economy has

changed a great deal since
figures
were
those
researched, and said the
board should consider lowering the bids.
“I would think if we lowered
it, it could give the impression that we were more serious about selling it,” Geyer
replied.
Geyer said, based on

Wallace’s research, if it were
left up to him he wouldn’t
lower the bid more than
$100,000 considering how
much other licenses have sold
for.
Kaithern said she agreed
with Geyer on the matter. She
said if you do lower it, it’s a
gamble because the borough
might just get the minimum
bid, when it could have been
higher. She said it’s possible
there will be no bids again as
well.
Kaithern said the board
would take the next two
weeks, before the June 22
meeting, doing research and

discuss more deeply the matter of selling the licenses and
what the minimum bid should
be.
Wallace said a resolution
would have to be drawn up
authorizing the bids when a
final decision is made.
Before
the
discussion
ended, Geyer asked what the
money was stipulated for,
when the referendum was
voted on. Kaithern said it
would be put in a trust fund
dedicated to tax relief, which
would hopefully be used over
the next 10 to 15 years.

Liquor
Continued from page A1
their own alcohol. So they
have no reason to sell it.”
Clerk Elaine Wallace did
research on the matter and
found how much licenses sold
for in other parts of county.
The nearest business and
municipality that sold a consumption license was the
Bayshore Café in Lower
Township. The license sold
for $450,000 in 2009.

The other license in Lower
Township was for Gorman’s
Liquors and it sold for just
over $1.6 million in 2009;
however, Wallace didn’t
know whether this included
inventory as well because
some financial information
was not given. The other figures she received were from
Dennis Township, where at
least four years ago a consumption license sold for
$300,000 and a distribution
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RISTORANTE, BAKERY, GOURMET shop
northern italian & contemporary american cuisine

Serving Lunch & Dinner Daily
Bakery open

524 washington st. mall cape may
609- 884-6661 www.acamiacapemay.com

Dinner & Cocktails Nightly from 5:00

George Mesterhazy on Piano from 5:30 p.m.
Jazz Trio Thursdays from 8:30 p.m.

Point
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the
Environmental
Commission on its Plan
Endorsement committee. The
state also has allowed them to
put off a review of their recycling plan and complete it as
part of a review of the Master
Plan.
Commissioner
John
Henderson announced life-

Early Bird / Night Owl Menu from $16.95
Express Dinner Served all night $16.95

JUNE 10TH THRU JUNE 16TH
NOW FEATURING

Join Us for Father’s Day June 19th

“free photo of Dad and the family to take home”

106 Decatur St. & Columbia Ave Cape May
Reservations: 609.884.8363
or www.merioninn.com

Contemporary Cuisine
Casual elegant dining

Serving Dinner from 5:30 pm

Take Dad out to dinner
for Father’s Day

Beach Ave. & Howard St. Cape May, NJ

(609) 884-8811

www.unionparkdiningroom.com

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242
Childrens Kids Series - 10am Tuesday & Thursday
Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline (609) 889 - 0888
Summer Kids Series: Tues 6-21 and Thurs 6-23 @ 10am
The Karate Kid • 6/24 - Cars 2
**Green Lantern 3D PG-13 11:40, 2:15, 4:50, 7:25, 10:00
**Mr. Popper's Penguins PG 11:55, 2:20, 4:35, 7:20, 9:40
**Super 8 PG-13 11:30, 2:05, 4:40, 7:15, 9:55
The Hangover: Part II R 11:35, 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 10:05
X-Men: First Class PG-13 1:05, 4:05, 7:00, 9:50
Kung Fu Panda II 3D PG 11:45, 1:55, 7:10
Kung Fu Panda II PG 4:20, 9:20
**Judy Moody & The Not So Bummer Summer PG 11:50
2:10, 4:30
Pirates 3D PG-13 6:45, 9:45
Bridesmaids R 1:00, 7:05, 9:50
Pirates 2D PG-13 3:45
HARBOR 5
271 96th Street • Stone Harbor, NJ 08247
24 Hour Movie Times (609)398-4747
Additional Pricing for 3D Features

Starts 6/24 Bad Teacher & Cars 2
Weds 6/29 Transformers: Dark Of The Moon
Green Lantern PG-13 (12:30) (2:45), 5:10, 7:30, 9:45
Mr Popper's Penguins PG (12:20) (2:30) 4:50, 7:15, 9:25
Super 8 PG-13 (12:00) (2:20) 4:45, 7:00, 9:20
Hangover Part II R (12:45) (3:00) 5:20, 7:35, 10:00
Bridesmaids R (12:00) (2:25) 4:55, 7:20, 9:50
Shows in ( ) Rain Only

OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH, DINNER & LATE NIGHT

SUNDAY BREAKFAST
8AM - 1PM
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From the traditional eggs and bacon to a saucy Huevos
Ranchos (#1 favorite) to a stack of Buttermilk Pancakes or a
Belgium Waffle with warm running syrup to a smoked
salmon platter that's to die for!
"Sunday Breakfast at the shore never tasted so good!"

Sunday June 19th Fathers Day Brunch
Now Offering a Complete Gluten-Free
Menu From Appetizers to Desserts

EXPERIENCE

guard tryouts took place on
consecutive Saturdays, June
4 and 11. He said there was
still concern about beaches
where beach-saver reefs had
been placed, which are too
close to be safe for bathing.
“The beaches that will be
open will be decided by next
week,” he said.
Henderson urged residents
and visitors to be cooperative
with beach taggers. He said
preseason sales of beach tags
was 10 percent higher than
last year.
Schupp said the EPA had
conducted an inspection of
sewer lines and found them to
be in good condition. He said
an energy audit of the firehouse had been completed.
Schupp said he and borough
clerk/administrator Connie
Mahon met with South Jersey
Gas, which said it would start
putting new gas lines in West
Cape May in September, and
the gas company is looking
for interested customers in
Cape May Point. Schupp said
gas lines would be installed
first on streets where there is
the most interest in being gas
customers.
“If you are interested you
should apply,” Schupp said.
During the public portion,
one resident asked if anything could be done to
improve the condition of
Sunset Boulevard.
“I’ve spent thousands on
suspension work and I was
curious about others,” he
said.
Schupp said he knows the
worst spot the resident
referred to, saying, “When I
drive over it I feel like I’m
going to lose my fillings.”

DO YOU HAVE A
WRITE-UP OR
PHOTO
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